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Sermon Outline: November 8, 2026

I THE ERONTI

WITH PRAISE BEFORE THE VICTORY Series: Overflowing with Gratitude — The Anatomy of a Thankful Faith (Week 3 of 6)
2 CHRONICLES 20:14-22

REV. LEX DELONG | NOVEMBER

Short Pulpit Summary: Anyone can thank God after the battle—but faith praises Him on the frontlines, because
in His steadfast love, all our battles belong to Him.

Introduction: Thanking God Before the Payoff
Picture the scene as we open our Bibles to 2 Chronicles chapter 20.

It is around the year 853 BC in the southern kingdom of Judah. King Jehoshaphat has just finished leading a
sweeping spiritual revival across the nation in chapter 19—calling the people back to the Word of God and
appointing upright judges in every city.

If anyone in Judah thought, "Now that we are walking faithfully with the Lord, life is going to be smooth sailing,"
they were in for a rude awakening as chapter 20 opens!

Out of nowhere, urgent military couriers burst into the palace in Jerusalem with terrifying intelligence: a massive

three-nation coalition from across the Jordan River—the armies of Moab, Ammon, and the Meunites of Mount

Seir (Edom)—has bypassed Judah’s eastern border fortresses by marching around the southern tip of the Dead
Sea.

Even worse, by the time the scouts spot them in verse 2, this vast invading force is already camped at En-gedi
(12 'V — ‘En Gedi) on the western shore of the Dead Sea.

Do you know how far En-gedi is from Jerusalem? Just twenty-two miles!

From the oasis at En-gedi, the invaders are preparing to climb the steep, 2,000-foot cliff pass known as the
Ascent of Ziz (y'xn n'7yn — ma ‘dléh hassis), which opens directly onto the plateau of the Wilderness of Jeruel
and Tekoa—only ten to twelve miles south of Jerusalem!

- TEKOA_

@AS}?

In modern South Jersey terms, imagine hearing that a hostile army three times your size has already crossed the
river, is camped down in Turnersville, and will be marching through Vineland by tomorrow afternoon! Humanly
speaking, Jehoshaphat and the people of Judah have less than forty-eight hours before total devastation reaches
their gates.

12 MILES SOUTH OF JERUSALEM) (22 MILES FROM
JERUSALEN)

And look at how honestly the Bible describes Jehoshaphat's reaction in verse 3: "Jehoshaphat was afraid (x73'1 —
wayyira’) and set his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah."

Standing in the courtyard of the Temple before a packed crowd of husbands, wives, toddlers, and children (v. 13),
King Jehoshaphat prays one of the most honest prayers in all of Scripture. Look at how he finishes his prayer in
verse 12:
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Prayer of Dependence

\YER OF HELPLESS DEPENDE
2 CHRONICLES 20:12

“0 our God, will You not judge them?
For we have no power in the face of this great multitude
that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do,
but our eyes are on You.”

Main Idea

—

(SGIVING ON THE FROI

“Anyone can thank God'after the ba
but faith praises Him on the frontlines,
because in His steadfast love,
all our battles belong to Him.”

2 CHRONICI:ES 20:14-22

Four Steps from panic

STEPS FROM PANIC TO PRAISEH

(2 CHRONICLES 20:14-22)

. Wequiet our panic when we hear God’s Promise that
the battle belongs to God (vv. 14-17)

. We bow in worship when we realize that God’s Word is

enough, even before our circumstances change (vv. 18-19)
. We can march onto the frontline at peace when we put
Thanksgiving ahead of our fear knowing the battle is
God’s (vv. 20-21)
 We will witness God’s victory when frontline praise turns
our valley of fear into a valley of blessing (vv. 22-26)

WBC Service 11-08-26

"O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power (n> 112 |'x '> — ki 'én bani kbah) in the face of this
great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are on You (1112'y 37y 12 —
ki ‘aléka ‘énéna)."”

Notice how that connects straight to where we have been in our Thanksgiving series:

Two weeks ago in Week 1 ("The Root of Gratitude" — Colossians 2:6-7), we saw the Root that produces
thanksgiving: because the Father rescued us from the domain of darkness and rooted us firmly in Jesus Christ,
an overflowing attitude of thanksgiving is the natural evidence of an established walk of faith.

Last Sunday in Week 2 ("The Amnesia of Abundance" — Deuteronomy 8:7—18), Moses warned us about the
Drought that chokes thanksgiving when life is easy: full hands have a dangerous way of producing forgetful
hearts unless we remember that God gives us our very strength (n> — koah).

Now this morning in Week 3 ("Thanksgiving on the Frontlines" — 2 Chronicles 20:14-22), we face the exact
opposite test: How do you practice gratitude when the bottom drops out of your world, when you have zero
strength (n) left in your hands, and when a terrifying crisis is twenty miles from your front door?

It takes no faith at all to thank God after the medical scan comes back clean, after the prodigal child comes home,
or after the financial crisis is resolved.

The true test of a thankful faith happens in the 48 hours before the answer arrives—while the enemy is still
climbing the mountain pass!

The truth | want us to carry in our hearts all week long is:

Anyone can thank God after the battle—but faith praises Him on the frontlines, because in His steadfast
love, all our battles belong to Him.

This faith is not a blind faith of strict or compelled obedience. Notice, our faith can praise Him on the frontlines
precisely because in His steadfast love, any and all the battles that we face belong to Him. His response in our
battles are never separate from His steadfast love.

Walking straight through 2 Chronicles 20:14-22, we discover four steps that move God'’s people from panic in
the valley to praise on the frontlines.

We quiet our panic when we hear God’s Promise that the battle belongs to God.
We bow in worship when we realize that God’s Word is enough, even before our circumstances change.

We Can March onto the frontline at peace when we put Thanksgiving ahead of our fear knowing the battle is
God'’s.

We will witness God'’s victory when frontline praise turns our valley of fear into a valley of blessing.

So, let’s look at the first step of four that moves God'’s people from panic in the valley to praise on the frontlines.
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I. We can quiet our panic

1. We Can Quiet ().l: Panic When We Hear God’s Pro'ﬁ‘lise o - . . .
{That the Battle Belongs to God (2 Chronicles 20:14-17) |. We Can Quiet Our Panic When We Hear God’s Promise That the Battle Belongs to God (2 Chronicles
’(A ‘We Shift Our Eyes from the Size of the BattleVhY 20:14-1 7)
to the Word of the Lord (20:14-15)
« Jahaziel (5R°12) — Yahaziel):

“The LORD.

* Son of Zechariah (3 Zékaryah): (psaim 136:23 Let’s look at the scene as our text opens in verse 14. All Judah is standing in hushed, vulnerable silence before
* Do Not Be Dismayed snn5-5% / N y the Lord in the Temple courtyard—fathers holding their little ones, mothers praying, everyone waiting to see how
« “For the battle is not yours, but God's!” (v. 15) God will answer Jehoshaphat's cry.

And before a single soldier marches out of Jerusalem, God answers—not by instantly vaporizing the enemy army
at En-gedi, but by sending His Word to reframe who owns the crisis!

Look at how God speaks in verses 14 and 15, and how it encouraged Israel — and how it encourages us as...
A. We Shift Our Eyes from the Size of the Battle to the Word of the Lord (20:14-15)
Follow along as | read 2 Chronicles 20:14-15:

"Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel (7x'tn: — Yahazi’él) the son of
Zechariah (1nnor — Zékaryahd), the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite of the sons
of Asaph; and he said, 'Listen, all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says the
LORD to you, "Do not fear or be dismayed (innn-7xj ix1'n-7x — ‘al-tiré'( wé al-téhatt) because of this great

1€ I6him)!"™"

Don't rush past the names in verse 14! Every detail in the Word of God is there for a reason.
Just two verses earlier in verse 12, Jehoshaphat had prayed,

"Lord, we do not know what to do, but our eyes are on You."

And who does the Holy Spirit raise up in the middle of the congregation to answer that prayer?

A Levite named Jahaziel (— Yahazi’él), whose Hebrew name literally means "God sees!"
And who is his father? Zechariah ( — Zékaryah(), whose name means "The LORD remembers!"

And what family is he from? The sons of Asaph—the very family of worship leaders King David appointed to stand
before the Ark and "give thanks (niTin%) to the LORD" (1 Chron. 16:4)!

Think about the comfort built right into that man’s name! When you lift your eyes to God in a crisis and say,
"Lord, my eyes are on You,"

God answers back:

"I see you (7x'tn:), and | remember you (1n:721)!"

That is why we read earlier in our responsive reading from Psalm 136:23:

"Who remembered us (117 12r1) in our low estate, for His lovingkindness is everlasting!"

And look at what God says through Jahaziel in verse 15:

"Do not fear or be dismayed (1nnn-'7x — ’al-t€hatt() because of this great multitude."

That command comes from the Hebrew root word nnn (hatat), which pictures something shattered or cracked
into pieces like a clay pot dropped on stone. Panic shatters a person’'s courage so that we fall apart under
pressure.

Why can Judah stop falling apart in terror? Look at the ownership transfer at the end of verse 15:
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The Battle is not yours

“For the battle "
is not yours,

but God’s!”

2 CHRONICLES 20:15

I. B. We take our stand

€ Gan Quiet Our Panic (2 Chroni )

B. We Take Our Stand in Obedience While Trusting
God for the Deliverance (20:16-17)
“Trusting God’s sovereignty never excuses us from
owing up on the frontlines of obedience!”
13— ~600 Years Earlier):

Take your battle position!

2. Stand firm feetand don't retreat!
3. Andse of the Lol

The sa Red Sea s battle

ed Se
s the same God today who does the same for you.

Tomorrow God down an face them

“Tomorrow,
go down against them...

tomorrow,
g0 out to face them!”

2 CHRONICLES 20:16-17

Show up on the front lines of obed...

Trusting God’s sovereignty
never excuses us

from showing up
on the frontlines
of obedience!
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"For the battle is not yours, but God’s!"

As long as you think the impossible crisis in front of you is your battle to win in your strength, you have every
reason to panic—because you are outnumbered!

But the moment God steps in and says,
"Take your name off that problem; that battle belongs to Me,"
... panic loses its grip on your throat!

That's why we can Shift Our Eyes from the Size of the battle to the Word of the Lord. The battle is God’s. So...

B. We Take Our Stand in Obedience While Trusting God for the Deliverance (20:16—17)
Look closely with me at verses 16 and 17, because here we see a vital balance in the Christian life:

"Tomorrow, go down (1177 — rédd) against them. Behold, they will come up by the ascent of Ziz, and you will find
them at the end of the valley in front of the wilderness of Jeruel. You need not fight in this battle; station
yourselves (12y:nin — hityassébdi), stand firm (1mny — ‘imdd), and see (ix711 — 0ré’d) the salvation of the LORD
on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.' Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow, go out to face them, for the
LORD is with you."

Did you catch the tension in those two verses?
On the one hand, God says,
"The battle is not yours... you need not fight in this battle."

Yet in the very same breath, God commands them twice:

"Tomorrow, go down against them... tomorrow, go out to face them!"

Wait a minute—if God is going to fight the battle all by Himself (Psalm 136:4 — "To Him who alone [i127] does
great wonders"), why doesn't He tell Jehoshaphat and the people to stay home in bed behind the locked gates of
Jerusalem? Why make them march ten miles south to the edge of the canyon at the Ascent of Ziz?

Because ...

Trusting God’s sovereignty never excuses us from showing up on the frontlines of obedience!

God does not ask you to win the battle in your own strength, ratify the outcome, or manipulate the results—but
He does command you to get up tomorrow morning, walk out to the edge of the canyon where He has called you
to stand, and watch Him work!
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Three commands in v. 17

And look at the three rapid-fire &%
commands Jahaziel gives in verse 17:

1. Station yourselves (2%°1 — hityasébi):
Take your assigned battle position!

2. Stand firm (YTRY — ‘imdi): Plant your
feet and don’t retreat!

3. And see (87 — ar¢’i) the salvation
of the LORD with you!

The same God

1;';‘ he same God ..r‘

who split the Red Sea
and fought Israel’s battle,

is the same God today
who does the same for you.

II. We can bow down in worship

CAN BOW IN WORSHIP WHEN WE RU\; 43 |
L.ODSWORD|S ENOUGH. EN
Cll CUMSTANCES('

re the Lord (20:18)
“Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the
ground (7¥IX 0’9X), and all Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down (1‘75) napelu)
before the LORD, worshiping (ninnw; 71%) the LORD.”

You can never be knocked down by an enemy
when you are already bowed down before the
God of gods and Lord of lords (Psalm 136:2-3)!

Faith does not wait

o~ A
Falth does not wait .

to see a changed c1rcumstance
before it worships;

faith worships on the
strength of God’s Word!
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And look at the three rapid-fire commands Jahaziel gives in verse 17:

Station yourselves (1ay:nin — hityasséb(): Take your assigned battle position!
Stand firm (1Tay — ‘imd0): Plant your feet and don't retreat!

And see (1x)1 — 0ré’0) the salvation of the LORD with you!

Every person in Jerusalem knew where those exact words came from. Jahaziel was quoting Moses at the Red
Sea in Exodus 14:13 word for word! A little less than 600 years earlier, when Israel was trapped between
Pharaoh’s chariots and the deep sea, Moses cried out: "Do not fear! Station yourselves (12¥'ni) and see (1x11)
the salvation of the LORD!", when they stood between the Red Sea and the mighty armies of Egypt, coming for
them with a vengeance.

God was reminding Judah—and He is reminding us today—that the same God who split the Red Sea is standing
right beside you (njny njn'1) in your canyon today. The time that had lapsed from Moses to their time made no
difference to the character of God, nor does it change anything for us today, after all these years.

The same God who split the Red Sea and fought Israel’s battle, is the same God today who does the
same for you.

How do you respond when God gives you His promise, even though the enemy army hasn't moved an inch yet?

Look at verses 18 and 19, where we see the second step of four that moves God’s people from panic in the
valley to praise on the frontlines.

Il. We Can Bow in Worship When We Realize that God’s Word is Enough, Even Before Our Circumstances
Change. (2 Chronicles 20:18-19)

Pause and ask a simple historical question as we come to verse 18: What might have changed down at En-
gedi when Jahaziel finished speaking?

Well, it seems like nothing!
Not one Ammonite, Moabite, or Edomite soldier had gone home.

They were still camped by the Dead Sea, sharpening their swords and checking their bowstrings for the morning
climb.

Outside the walls of Jerusalem, nothing had changed—yet inside the Temple courtyard, everything had
changed!

Why? Because...

Faith does not wait to see a changed circumstance before it worships; faith worships on the strength of
God’s Word!

We bow in worship even before our circumstances change, when we come to realize that God’s Word is
enough .

Notice the two physical postures of worship in verses 18 and 19. First...
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A. We fall on our Faces

N BOW IN WORSHIP WHEN W1 ’ .
"HAT GOD'S WORD IS ENOUGH, EV/ A. We Fall on Our Faces in Humble Surrender Before the Lord (20:18)
- IRCUMSTANCES CH/

2 CHRONICLES,
A. We Fall on Our Faces in Humble Surrender Before the Lord (.

“Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to t .
ground (7¥7N @8K), and all Judah and the Look at verse 18:

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down (1793 — napéli)

before the LorD, worshiping (ninnwi?) the Lorp.”

You can never be knocked down by an enemy

when you are already bowed down before the "Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground (nyJx n'ox vevin: Tj7:1 — wayyiqqod Yéhosapat
God of gods and Lord ol lords Beimi36:2:3)! ‘appayim 'arsah), and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down (1797 — napélii) before the LORD,
worshiping (ninnvin7 — I&histahawdt) the LORD."

Fall in worship

Picture that sight! The king of the nation doesn't just nod politely; he goes all the way down to the stones with his
face flat on the ground (nyx n'ox), and thousands of men, women, and children drop to their knees beside him in
total surrender.

Blessed enough are the moments we willingly and fully surrender to the sovereignty of God, but willingly or not, in
His grace, there are moments in our lives when He brings us to full surrender.

God wants us to see His salvation in real time.

Last Sunday in Deuteronomy 8:14, we saw that when life is easy and prosperous, our danger is a heart that lifts
itself up in pride. Here in 2 Chronicles 20:18, when life is overwhelming, the king and the nation bow all the way
down in humility!

Here is a liberating truth when you are facing an intimidating battle:

You can never be knocked down

4pou C; never be knocked dozﬁvfj You can never be knocked down by an enemy when you are already bowed down before the God of gods
X by an enemy 2y and Lord of lords (Psalm 136:2--3)!

when you are already bowed down

before the God of gods and Lord of lords In verse 19 we see the second posture of worship, when we, like Israel,
(Psalm 136:2-3)!
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B. Bow before circumstances cha...

We Can Bow in Worship Beforeiafl| B. We Lift Our Voices in Whole-Hearted Praise While the Crisis Is Still Twenty Miles Away (20:19)
rcumstances Change (20:18-
B. We Lift Our Voices in Whole-Hearted Praise “ 1
While the Crisis Is Still Twenty Miles Away (20:19) . . . .
- Verse 18: ALL THE WAY DOWN (1993 — napéld) in i While the king and the people bow all the way down in verse 18, look at who stands all the way up in verse 19:

humble submission

« Verse 19: ALL THE WAY UP (10p" — wayyaqumi) with
aloud voice upward (n9yn? )

oty A e g "The Levites, from the sons of the Kohathites and of the sons of the Korahites, stood up (injz:1 — wayyaqumd) to
iorships Felthorshipsond ofGads Word® praise (772’7 — I6hallél) the LORD God of Israel, with a very loud voice upward (n'7zyn? 7i13 7i72a — béqdl gadol
léma‘lah)."

Look at the directional contrast between verse 18 and verse 19:

In verse 18, God’s people go ALL THE WAY DOWN (1797 — napéld) in humble submission.

In verse 19, God’s worship leaders stand ALL THE WAY UP (injz711 — wayyaqumd) and send praise ALL THE
WAY UPWARD (n'yn% 7iT3 7i72) — praising God to the highest degree, lifting a great voice to the heights)!

And notice when they praised God at the top of their lungs: while the crisis was still twenty miles down the
road!

When our lives get hit by a frightening diagnosis, a family crisis, a change in politics, a shift in ministry, or a
sudden burden, our natural instinct is to say, "Lord, as soon as You fix this problem and bring me safely through,
I promise I'll thank You!"

That is gratitude by sight.

In verses 18 and 19, Judah shows us gratitude by faith—falling on our faces in surrender and lifting our voices
in praise in the middle of the waiting room, because God’s promise in His Word is as good as done!

Of course, praising God inside the safety of the Temple courtyard on the afternoon before the battle is one thing.
What happens the next morning when the alarm goes off, the sun comes up, and it is time to walk out the city
gates to face the enemy?

Look at verses 20 and 21, where we see the third step of four that moves God'’s people from panic in the valley
to praise on the frontlines.
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IIl. A. March onto the frontlines

I1l. WE CAN MARCH ONTO THE FRONTLINES AT PEACE
WHEN WE PUT THANKSGIVING AHEAD OF OUR FEAR
KNOWING THE BATTLE IS GOD’S (2 CHRONICLES 20:20-21)

A. We Steady Our Shaking Hearts by Leaning Our Full Weight
on God’s Unshakable Wor 0)
irm, solid, unshakable bedrock)

« “Believe” (1'hX7] — ha'dmind): Lean your full weight upon the
unshakable LORD!

): And you will be made

ly a shaking heart by leaning your
weight on the unshakable Rock!

Steady a shaking heart

' Y.
byleaning your weight on the unshakable roc’f(,
the God who is over all—

and when you lean on that Rock who cannot be moved,
He makes you unshakable!

et
+pYou steady a shaking heariss

WBC Service 11-08-26

lll. We Can March onto the Frontlines at Peace When We Put Thanksgiving Ahead of Our Fear Knowing
the Battle is God’s (2 Chronicles 20:20-21)

As dawn breaks over Jerusalem the next morning, Jehoshaphat leads the nation out toward the canyon of Tekoa
—and makes the most unconventional military deployment in the history of warfare.

Look first at how Jehoshaphat steadies their trembling hearts at the city gate in verse 20, where alongside
Israel:

A. We Steady Our Shaking Hearts by Leaning Our Full Weight on God’s Unshakable Word (20:20)
Read 2 Chronicles 20:20:

"They rose early in the morning (1j722 in'2v*1 — wayyaskimi babboqger) and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa;
and when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, 'Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put
your trust in the LORD your God and you will be established (11nxnj np'n'7x njn'a 11'nxn — ha’'amini baYHWH
‘6l6hékem wété'ameéna); put your trust in His prophets and succeed.™

First, notice that opening phrase: "They rose early in the morning (1722 1n'2v)."

Throughout Scripture—just like Abraham rising early in Genesis 22 or Joshua rising early before Jericho in
Joshua 6—rising at daybreak is the mark of prompt, unhesitating obedience.

Even when the night is dark, remember what we read in Psalm 136:8-9: the same God who made the sun to rule
by day made the moon and stars to rule by night!

Second, don't miss the famous Hebrew wordplay in Jehoshaphat's charge as they file out through the gate:
"Believe (11'nxn — ha’amind) in the LORD your God, and you will be established (11nxn1 — wété’amena)!"

Both of those verbs (“Believe” and “Be established”) come from the exact same Hebrew root: pax (‘aman)—which
is where we get our English word "Amen!" The root x means to be firm, solid, unshakable, load-bearing—like a
stone pillar set into bedrock.

When we respond to a truth with “Amen,” we are responding to the firm, solid, unshakable, load-bearing reality of
that truth and our solidarity with it.

In the first verb (11mxin — ha’amind, Hiphil stem), Jehoshaphat commands us: "Lean your full weight upon the
unshakable LORD!"

In the second verb (11nxn| — weété 'aménd, Niphal stem), he gives us the result: "And you yourselves will be made
firm and unshakable!"

Think about how practical that is when your knees are knocking on Monday morning! When you are walking into
a valley that terrifies you, you will never steady your shaking heart by looking inside yourself and trying to muster
up more self-confidence.

You steady a shaking heart by leaning your weight on the unshakable rock, the God who is over all
(11'nxn)—and when you lean on that Rock who cannot be moved, He makes you unshakable (11nxni)!

When we are fully leaning our weight on the unshakable rock of God, we then can...
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B. Lead with Thanksgiving

B AT PEACE (200205 B. We Lead with Thanksgiving Because God’s Covenant Love Outlasts Every Crisis (20:21)

B. We Lead with Thanksgiving Because God'’s Covenant
Love Outlasts Every Crisis (20:21)

g e (= Ci g} Look with me at how Jehoshaphat puts that unshakable faith into formation in verse 21:

700 09I 3 MR 3T
“Give thanks to the LORD, for His lovingkindness'
(3701 — hasdo) is everlasting (D91Y% — I&'6lam)!” " . i i i
(2 Chron. 20:21; Psalm 136:1) When he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who sang to the LORD and those who praised Him

i v e~ it Ly R in holy attire (¢7j7-n1707 — I6hadrat-qodes), as they went out before the army (yi7ni 197 nxya — bésé 't lipné
hehaldy) and said, 'Give thanks to the LORD, for His lovingkindness is everlasting (iTon n7iv7 '3 nin'7 110 — H6dG
laYHWH ki lé ‘6lam hasdé)!™

Stop for a moment and picture that marching column!

The Hebrew word translated "the army" (yi'7nin — hehalds) specifically refers to the heavily armed vanguard—

the elite shock troops who march at the tip of the spear. In every military textbook in human history, you put your

heavy infantry with their shields and spears at the very front of the column, and you keep the musicians and non-
combatants safely in the rear.

What does Jehoshaphat do? He stations the choir—dressed not in armor, but in holy worship garments (-n11Y
¥Tiz)—marching out in front of the shock troops (y17na 1194)!

Just like Joshua marching around Jericho in Joshua 6, Jehoshaphat literally puts thanksgiving at the tip of the
spear!

And listen to the song they sang as they marched toward three enemy armies in verse 21 and note:

They did not sing a bloodthirsty war chant.
They did not sing a frantic SOS: "Lord, please don't let us get wiped out in this canyon today!"

They sang the exact chorus we read together earlier from Psalm 136:1:

iTon DY7iyY? 2 NI 1TH
"Give thanks to the LORD, for His lovingkindness (iTon — hasdo) is everlasting (o717 — Ié ‘6lam)!"

Every person in Judah knew the history of that song! That was the exact anthem King David gave to Asaph’s
Levites when the Ark entered Jerusalem (1 Chron. 16:34, 41), and it was the exact chorus the Levites sang at the
dedication of Solomon’s Temple when the glory-cloud of the LORD filled the house and fire fell from heaven (2
Chron. 5:13; 7:3)! By marching out in priestly Temple attire (¢ T7"n1T0Y7) singing the Temple dedication song,
Judah was taking the worship of the sanctuary straight out onto the frontlines of the battlefield!

Have you ever wondered why Psalm 136 repeats that exact phrase—"for His lovingkindness is everlasting"—
twenty-six times in a row, in every single verse of the psalm?

Because when you are walking through a dark valley...

Fear and panic repeat their lies to your mind twenty-six times an hour!
Fear whispers: "What if the scan is bad?"

Fear whispers: "What if our resources run out?"

Fear whispers: "What if we don't make it through this valley?"

Fear whispers: “What if this breaks us?”
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Silence repetition of fear

To ilenc:the relentless repetition';mti To silence the relentless repetition of fear, God gave His people a relentless refrain of thanksgiving anchored in
W God gave His people au His Ton (hesed)—His unbreakable, covenant-keeping, loyal love!
arelentless refrain of thanksgiving
anchored in His 7O (hesed)— Here is why we can praise God on the frontlines before the battle is won:
His unbreakable, covenant-keeping, loyal love!

Because in His steadfast love (1on), all our battles belong to Him!

Enemies change, health changes, bank accounts change, and seasons change, but the covenant love of our God
never expires (n7iv7)!

What happens when God’s people actually take Him at His Word and march into a terrifying valley with
thanksgiving in front of their fear?

Look at verse 22 (and the outcome in verses 23 through 26), where we see the fourth and last step that moves
God’s people from panic in the valley to praise on the frontlines.
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IV. We witness God's victory

V. E WITNESS GOD’S VICTORY WHEN FRONTLINE PRAISESS'S . - . . . .
TURNS OUR VALLEY OF FEAR INTO A VALLEY OF BLESSING T} IV. We Witness God’s Victory When Frontline Praise Turns Our Valley of Fear into a Valley of Blessing (2

(2 CHRONICLES 20:22-26) . .
Chronicles 20:22 [with vv. 23-26])
WILL WATCH GOD GO TO WORK AS WE BEGIN TO PRAISE HIM (20:
- =

Look at how the Chronicler records the turning point of the entire invasion in verse 22.
,,,,, Notice first the exact timing of God'’s intervention in verse 22...

A. We Will Watch God Go to Work as We Begin to Praise Him (20:22)

Read 2 Chronicles 20:22 carefully:

"When they began (17nin nya1 — Gbé ‘6t héhélli) singing and praising (n7nn1 N2 — bérinnah Gtéhillah), the
LORD set ambushes (pa3xn njny |n) — natan YHWH mé 'arébim) against the sons of Ammon, Moab, and Mount
Seir, who had come against Judah; so they were routed."

Underline those first four English words—just two words in the Hebrew text: "When they began (17na nyar —
abé ‘et hehélla) singing..."”

Notice what the text does not say:

It does not say, "After the battle was over and they saw the enemy retreating, they began to sing."
It does not even say, "After they finished singing for three hours, God finally showed up."

It says: "When they began (17nin nyai) with ringing shouts of joy and praise, the LORD set ambushes!"

The very moment the first notes of "Give thanks to the LORD, for His lovingkindness is everlasting” echoed off the
canyon walls of Tekoa, heaven’s ambush hit the enemy camp in the valley below!

Doesn't that remind you of Paul and Silas in Acts 16:25-267 Beaten with rods, locked in the inner dungeon in
Philippi with their feet clamped in wooden stocks, they didn't wait until the prison doors opened to thank God. At
midnight, with their backs still bleeding, they began praying and singing hymns of praise to God—and as they
sang, God sent the earthquake that snapped every chain and opened every door!

As we read earlier in Psalm 136:24, He is the God who "rescued us—who tore us loose (11j7191 — wayyifréqéni)
—from our adversaries, for His lovingkindness is everlasting!"

B. We Then Discover That Today’s Battlefield Becomes Tomorrow’s "Valley of Blessing" (20:23-26)

Let’s look at what Judah found when they reached the lookout ridge overlooking the canyon in verses 23
through 26:

Thrown into supernatural confusion by the Lord’s ambush, the Ammonites and Moabites had turned their swords
on the Edomites of Mount Seir, and then turned on each other until the entire invading coalition had collapsed
without a single Israelite soldier lifting a spear (vv. 23-24)!

Instead of a massacre, look at what happened in verses 25 and 26:

For three full days, Jehoshaphat and his people walked through that canyon gathering abundant provisions,
garments, and precious equipment—just as Psalm 136:25 declares, "He gives (jm1) food to all flesh, for His
lovingkindness is everlasting!"

And then look at verse 26: "Then on the fourth day they assembled in the valley of Beracah (n;12 jmy — ‘Emeq
Bérakah), for there they blessed (1312 — bérakd) the LORD. Therefore they have named that place 'The Valley of
Beracah' until today."

Do you recognize that Hebrew word n312 (bérakah — "Blessing / Praise") in verse 267

It is the exact same Hebrew word Moses used last week in Deuteronomy 8:10!

In Deuteronomy 8:10, Moses said: "When you have eaten and are satisfied, then you shall bless (n3121) the
LORD your God!"
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Here in 2 Chronicles 20:26, Judah discovers that we don't only bless the Lord at a full dinner table when life is

comfortable—when we march into a terrifying canyon thanking God in advance, God turns our deepest valley of
fear into a N2 jmy (‘Emeq Bérakah)—a Valley of Blessing!

It is then that the very place where the enemy planned to destroy you becomes the monument where you
bless the name of the Lord!

Conclusion:
Do you want to march into this week with Thanksgiving at the “Point of the Spear”?

Whatever valley is lying in front of you or your family as we step into this second week of November—whether it
is a health battle, a financial pressure, a burden for someone you love, or an uncertain future for whatever reason
—remember the lesson of King Jehoshaphat and the choir of Judah:

Main Idea

,’h_ e L | Anyone can thank God after the battle—but faith praises Him on the frontlines, because in His steadfast
love, all our battles belong to Him.

“Anyone can thank God'after the battle—
but faith praises Him on the frontlines,

because in His steadfast love,

Bl = o Him We can quiet our panic when we hear God’s promise that the battle belongs to Him (vv. 14-17).

2 CHRONICI:ES 20:14-22

We can bow in worship when we realize that God’s Word is enough before our circumstances change (vv. 18—
19).

We can march onto the frontlines at peace when we put thanksgiving ahead of our fear (vv. 20-21).

And we will withess God'’s victory when frontline praise turns our valley of fear into a Valley of Blessing (v. 22 & vv.
23-26).
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This week

—

ARCHING INTO THIS WEEK WITH THANKSGIVINGE §
AT THE POINT OF THE SPEAR 3
& Anyone can thank God after the battle—but faith ’
praises Him on the frontlines, because in His
steadfast love, all our battles belong to Him.”"

1. Transfer Ownership of Your Biggest Battle
to the Lord Today (vv. 12, 15)

2. Put the Psalm 136 Chorus in Front of Your
Fear Every Morning (v. 21)

3. Watch for Your “Valley of Beracah” (v. 26)

WBC Service 11-08-26

Let’'s put 2 Chronicles 20:14-22 into practice this week in three concrete ways:

1. Transfer Ownership of Your Biggest Battle to the Lord Today (vv. 12, 15):

What is the "En-gedi crisis" twenty miles down the road that has been stealing your sleep? Today, pray
Jehoshaphat's prayer from verse 12 over that exact situation: "Lord, | have no power in myself, and | don't know
what to do, but my eyes are on You." Then take your name off the ownership line and tell Him, "Lord, this battle is
Yours."

2. Put the Psalm 136 Chorus in Front of Your Fear Every Morning (v. 21):

Before you walk into the doctor’s office, the difficult meeting, or the unending heavy responsibility on your
schedule, station the choir in front of the army! Start your morning by speaking aloud the frontline anthem of
verse 21: "Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good—for His steadfast covenant love endures forever!"

3. Watch for Your "Valley of Beracah" (v. 26):

Don't forget to return and bless the Lord when He carries you through! Write down what you are trusting God for
in this valley right now, so that when He answers, your valley of fear becomes a permanent memorial of praise to
His name.

Abridged Bibliography & Study Sources

1. Biblical Texts, Lexicons & Grammatical References (LGH Hermeneutic)

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS). Edited by Karl Elliger and Wilhelm Rudolph. 5th ed. Stuttgart: Deutsche
Bibelgesellschaft, 1997. (Masoretic Text analysis of 2 Chronicles 20:1-30 and Psalm 136:1-26).

Brown, Francis, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs (BDB). The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English
Lexicon. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1996. (Lexical analysis of nnn [hatat, "be shattered/dismayed"], ax: [yasab,
Hithpael "station oneself"], jax ['@man, Hiphil "believe/lean upon" and Niphal "be established/firm"], yi7n [haldy,
"armed vanguard"], nT* [yadah, Hiphil 111, "give thanks"], Ton [hesed, "covenant lovingkindness"], and 79¢ [$€pel,
"low estate"]).

Gesenius, Wilhelm, E. Kautzsch, and A. E. Cowley (GKC). Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar. 2nd English ed. Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1910. (Syntactical analysis of casus pendens in 2 Chron. 20:14; negated jussives ~7x1 iIN1'R~7%
1nnn in vv. 15, 17; paronomasia/root-play between Hiphil imperative 11mxn and Niphal imperfect 1mxni in v. 20
[cf. Isa. 7:9]; and temporal construct clause 17nn nyai in v. 22).

Koehler, Ludwig, and Walter Baumgartner (HALOT). The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. 2
vols. Leiden: Brill, 2001. (Etymological and semantic range of n'axn [mé’arébim, "ambushers”] in 2 Chron. 20:22
and 9 [paraq, "tear loose/rescue"] in Ps. 136:24).

VanGemeren, Willem A., ed. (NIDOTTE). New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis.
5 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1997.

2. Exegetical & Theological Commentaries (2 Chronicles 20 & Psalm 136)

Dillard, Raymond B. 2 Chronicles. Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 15. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1987. (Form-
critical and exegetical analysis of the Holy War oracle in 2 Chron. 20:14-17, the verbatim citation of Exod. 14:13
in v. 17, and Levitical liturgical warfare in vv. 18-22).

Japhet, Sara. | & Il Chronicles: A Commentary. Old Testament Library. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1993.
(Literary structure of Jehoshaphat’s battle narrative, onomastic wordplay in Jahaziel son of Zechariah [v. 14], and
the naming of the Valley of Beracah [v. 26]).

Kidner, Derek. Psalms 73-150. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1975. (Exposition of the antiphonal structure of the Great Hallel in Psalm 136 and the 26-fold iTon n%7iyY7 2
refrain).

Pratt, Richard L., Jr. 1 and 2 Chronicles. Mentor Commentary. Fearn, Ross-shire: Christian Focus, 1998.
(Theological and homiletical analysis of 2 Chronicles 20:1-30).

Ross, Allen P. A Commentary on the Psalms: Volume 3 (90-150). Kregel Exegetical Library. Grand Rapids:
Kregel Academic, 2016. (Exegetical study of Psalm 136:1-26 and its historical use in Levitical temple liturgy and

https://documents.logos.com/documents/7110b1c80fd041fc8abdaa5d84bf2265 18/21


https://render.proclaimservices.logos.com/v1/presentations/7110b1c80fd041fc8abdaa5d84bf2265/items/08344a86b32b42528d0138fc327198e5/slides/0/image?revision=71&width=1805

11/8/26, 5:22 AM

Sermon Editor Slides

After Sermon

Blank Slide

It Is Well With My Soul
It Is Well With My Soul

When peace like a river
Attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot
Thou hast taught me to say
It is well it is well with my soul

Blank Slide

Slide Group

Post-Service Loop

WBC Service 11-08-26
2 Chronicles 20:21).

Selman, Martin J. 2 Chronicles: A Commentary. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 1994. (Exegesis of 2 Chron. 20:14-26 and the theology of prayer, prophetic word, and praise
in Chronicles).

Thompson, J. A. 1, 2 Chronicles. New American Commentary (NAC), vol. 9. Nashville: Broadman & Holman,
1994. (Literal-grammatical-historical commentary on Jehoshaphat's reforms and the Transjordanian coalition
crisis).

3. Historical Geography & Archaeological Sources (Introduction & Battle Terrain Data)

Aharoni, Yohanan. The Land of the Bible: A Historical Geography. Revised and enlarged by Anson F. Rainey.
Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1979. (Topographical identification of Hazazon-tamar / En-gedi [*1a |'v], the
Ascent of Ziz [yxn n'7yn, modern Wadi Hasasa], the Wilderness of Jeruel, Tekoa, and Khirbet Bereikut [Valley of
Beracah]).

Beitzel, Barry J. The New Moody Atlas of the Bible. Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2009. (Distance and elevation
metrics from the Dead Sea shore at En-gedi [~1,300 ft. below sea level] up the Judean wilderness cliffs to Tekoa
[~2,700 ft. above sea level] and Jerusalem [~22 miles total distance]).

Rainey, Anson F., and R. Steven Notley. The Sacred Bridge: Carta's Atlas of the Biblical World. Jerusalem: Carta,
2006. (Historical-geographical reconstruction of the Moabite-Ammonite-Meunite invasion route around the
southern Dead Sea in the mid-9th century BC).

10 slides in 10 items ¢ 1m, 42s

https://documents.logos.com/documents/7110b1c80fd04 1fc8abdaa5d84bf2265

19/21


https://render.proclaimservices.logos.com/v1/presentations/7110b1c80fd041fc8abdaa5d84bf2265/items/07ce2f531fe248ea814ef14dc208ff29/slides/0/image?revision=71&width=1805
https://render.proclaimservices.logos.com/v1/presentations/7110b1c80fd041fc8abdaa5d84bf2265/items/d26db0fe6117452097b1659997e63f35/slides/0/image?revision=71&width=1805
https://render.proclaimservices.logos.com/v1/presentations/7110b1c80fd041fc8abdaa5d84bf2265/items/68f3a1dc31b742c3bbbde50d480ed1ec/slides/0/image?revision=71&width=1805

