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I Hope 

 

People cannot live without hope. 

What is the source of your hope? 

 

IT WAS A HOPLESS TIME 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken 

of the entire Roman world.   Luke 2:1 NIV 

 

They dreamed of a great king in the line of David to rescue them and drive 

out the unholy gentiles. 

 

The people of God were in need of a Savior. 

 

Zechariah’s Song – John the Baptist’s Father 

And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you 

will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 77 to give his 

people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.  

Luke 1:76-77 

 

Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be 

taken of all the inhabited earth. 2 This was the first census taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And everyone was on his way to register 

for the census, each to his own city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 

the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and family of David, 5 in order to register along 

with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. 

Luke 2:1-5 NAS 

 

HOPE WAS BORN AS A BABY IN THE CITY OF DAVID 

 

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born; and she 

gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the village inn.  

Luke 2:6-7 LIV 

 

O Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are but a small Judean village, yet you will be 

the birthplace of my King who is alive from everlasting ages past! 

Micah 5:2 LIV 

 

The Hope of the world was to be born not in a royal palace, but in the city of 

his ancestors. 

Not in a fine home, but in a stable. 

 

HOPE WAS FOR ALL PEOPLE 

 

That night some shepherds were in the fields outside the village, guarding 

their flocks of sheep. Suddenly an angel appeared among them... 

Luke 2:8-9a LIV 

 

There the people who sat in darkness have seen a great Light; they sat in the 

land of death, and the Light broke through upon them. 

Matthew 4:16 LIV  (Isaiah 9:2) 

 

The purpose of the visit was to declare the birth of a Savior.  He is Christ the 

Lord! 

 

PEACE IS FOR THOSE WHO ACCEPT THE HOPE 

 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,’ they sang, ‘and peace on earth for all 

those pleasing him.’ Luke 2:14    LIV 

 

Peace is only for those who God is pleased with.  Who are they? 

Anyone who opens their hearts and accepts this gift of hope. 

 

The message of Christmas is hope that we carry into that world every day. 

 

My sheep listen to my voice; 

I know them, and they follow me. 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 

No one can snatch them out of my hand.  

John 10:27-28 NIV 

 

Do you hear the shepherd’s voice? 

 

 

 

 


