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The early church grew because they were devoted. 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Acts 2:42   NIV 
 
The reason we study the apostles teaching and the writings of the Bible 
is to change our lives and correct our thinking. 
 
When Peter and the Apostles review the facts they agree that the gospel 
is for Jews and Gentiles alike.   
 
BUT WE’VE ALWAYS DONE IT THAT WAY 
 
Paul and Barnabas are in Antioch and receive some visitors. 
 
Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the brothers, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot 
be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas had a heated argument and 
debate with them, the brothers determined that Paul and Barnabas and 
some others of them should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders 
concerning this issue. 
Acts 15:1-2   NAS 
 
Is Jesus enough?  Or do you need to add to the grace given to us? 
 
Listen again to what Peter preached: 
And He ordered us to preach to the people, and to testify solemnly that this 
is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge of the living and the 
dead. 43 All the prophets testify of Him, that through His name everyone 
who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.” 
Acts 10:42-43   NAS 
 

On the way to Jerusalem Paul and Barnabas are campaigning for the 
gospel and reporting to Gentiles and Samaritans about how the Gentiles 
of Asia have accepted the gospel. 
 
But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, “It 
is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to keep the Law of 
Moses.” 
Acts 15:5   NAS 
 
THE WAY IS A PERSON 
 
The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much 
discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that 
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear 
from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the 
heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just 
as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he 
purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by 
putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors 
have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our 
Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.” 
Acts 15:6-11   NIV 
 
The Gentiles received the Holy Spirit just like the Jews did. 
Same Spirit, same signs. 
Their hearts were cleansed of sin just like the Jews. 
 
THE CHURCH LEADERS DECIDE 
 
After they stopped speaking, James responded, saying, “Brothers, listen to 
me. 14 Simeon has described how God first concerned Himself about taking 
a people for His name from among the Gentiles…19 Therefore, it is my 
judgment that we do not cause trouble for those from the Gentiles who are 
turning to God.   Acts 15:13-14, 19   NAS 
 
When you learn who Jesus is and He is accepted into your heart, He 
becomes your Savior.  No additional effort on your part can aid in your 
salvation.  You cannot add to Jesus. 
 
So when life is constantly changing around you, Jesus is walking with 
you to help you learn and grow and trust Him for what happens next. 


