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Something every person deals with is our propensity to make quick and 
sometimes lasting judgments. 
 
You know this, my beloved brothers and sisters. Now everyone must be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger.   James 1:19   NAS 

Quick to hear      Slow To Speak       Slow To Anger 
 

Better to ask questions and be curious to learn more about what just 
happened. 
 
TEACHERS ARE HELD TO A HIGHER STANDARD 
Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in 
many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to 
keep their whole body in check.   James 3:1-2   NIV 
 
Teaching is looked at as a weighty responsibility. 
 
CONTROL WHAT YOU SAY 
When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can 
turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so 
large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small 
rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the tongue is a small 
part of the body, but it makes great boasts.   James 3:3-5a   NIV 
 
Why bridle the tongue?  Because it is the last chance to not say 
something you might regret.   
 
The tongue reveals what is in the heart. 
“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 Each 
tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn 
bushes, or grapes from briers. 45 A good man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.   
Luke 6:43-45   NIV 

If you are walking with the Holy Spirit you will see the fruit of that 
relationship.  You will be pleased how you are treating other people. 
 
HAVE YOU LIT ANY FIRES LATELY? 
 
Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue 
also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the 
whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire 
by hell.   James 3:5a-6   NIV 
 
If we do not handle our hurts and disappointments well our tongue can 
become a sharp and dangerous tool. 
 
CAN WE TAME THE TONGUE? 
 
All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and 
have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. 
It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.   James 3:7-8   NIV 
 
Without a relationship with God we are left to the perversity of our own 
hearts. 
 
TO BLESS OR TO CURSE 
 
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same 
mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be. 
11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 12 My 
brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? 
Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.   James 3:9-12   NIV 
 
Only out of a heart of faith can come living water that blesses and does 
not curse others. 
 
Is there any shame or guilt?  Then confess and allow God to clean you up 
 
Is there anger and unforgiveness?  Then identify the hurts and forgive 
that person. 
 
Listen to what comes out of your mouth and you will know what is in 
your heart. 


