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The story in this book of the bible is about the redemption of the family 
and of a woman named Naomi. 
 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man 
from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live 
for a while in the country of Moab.  Ruth 1:1   NIV 
 
LOVE’S RESOLVE 
 
The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the names 
of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there. 
Ruth 1:2   NIV 
 
Did the pressure of life make Elimelek make a decision to leave when he 
might have trusted God to provide? 
 
Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 
4 They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. 
After they had lived there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also 
died, and Naomi was left without her two sons and her husband. 
Ruth 1:3-5   NIV 
 
If suffering leads you to God is it bad? 
 
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 
Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be 
my people and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I 
will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if even 
death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was 
determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.  Ruth 1:16-18   NIV 
 
 
LOVE’S RESPONSE 

Law of Gleaning 
 Law of Levirate Marriage 

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great wealth, of the 
family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.  Ruth 2:1   NAS 
 
Now the undercurrent of the book is the Providence of God.  That is 
when God takes the everyday occurrences of our life and uses them in 
His Story. 
 
LOVE’S REQUEST 
 
Now Naomi plays match maker but it is really God who is working it all 
out. 
 
“Who are you?” he asked.  “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the 
corner of your garment over me, since you are a guardian-redeemer of our 
family.”  10 “The Lord bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is 
greater than that which you showed earlier: You have not run after the 
younger men, whether rich or poor. 11 And now, my daughter, don’t be 
afraid. I will do for you all you ask. All the people of my town know that 
you are a woman of noble character.   Judges 3:9-11   NIV 
 
 
LOVE’S REWARD 
 
Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the 
guardian-redeemer he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over 
here, my friend, and sit down.” So he went over and sat down…5 Then Boaz 
said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the 
Moabite, the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead 
with his property.”  6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot 
redeem it because I might endanger my own estate. You redeem it yourself. 
I cannot do it.”   Ruth 4:1, 5-6   NIV 
 
Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse. 
17 The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to 
Naomi!” So they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of 
David.   Ruth 4:16-17   NAS 
 
 
God can take all the broken pieces of your life and make them into an 
amazing story of your life.  But you have to open the box. 
 


