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The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the anchor to our faith. 
 

Nobody 
Expected 
No body 

 
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After 
that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles, 
I Corinthians 15:1-7   NIV 
 
Do You: 

Believe but wonder? 
Wonder how anyone could believe? 
Wonder if it’s possible to believe again? 

 
The Classic Argument 

The resurrection is a myth resulting from multiple decades of oral tradition that was 
exaggerated and changed over time to suit the agenda of a later generation of 
Christians. 

 
•All scholars agree the Apostle Paul was a real person  
•All scholars agree that seven letters were written by Paul 
 
Undisputed letters written by Paul 

Romans 
1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
Galatians 
Philippians 
1 Thessalonians 
Philemon 



30/32    44   52   55 

Jesus Death   Paul   Paul  Letter to Corinth 
         At Cypress   At Corinth 
 
That he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that 
he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 
I Corinthians 15:4-5   NIV 
 
Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed 
with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. 
Galatians 1:18-19   NIV 
 
A creed is a carefully crafted and memorable statement used to insure accurate 
transmission of an historical event or truth. 
 

Christ died for our sins 
And was buried 

He rose from the dead 
And was seen 

 
Paul’s letter proves two things: 

1. The historical account of the resurrection is not a product of decades of oral 
tradition. 

2. These writings prove that belief in the resurrection was documented while 
eyewitness were still alive. 

 
Paul’s Life Validates His Belief 
 
Nothing but the resurrection explains the extraordinary courage of Peter and John  
 
Then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, 
Acts 4:10   NIV 
 
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 
Acts 4:13   NIV 
 
Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? 
You be the judges! 20 As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”  
Acts 4:18-20   NIV 
 

Christ died for our sins and was buried 
He rose from the dead and was seen. 


