
THE PURPOSE AND VALUE OF TRIALS FOR BELIEVERS 

1 Peter 1:6–17 (KJV) 

 

I. REJOICING IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS (vv. 6–7) 

• Trials are temporary (“for a season”) 

• Trials are necessary (“if need be”) 

• Trials produce heaviness, yet not hopelessness 

• Faith is tried like gold, but far more valuable 

Truth: 
God uses trials to reveal, refine, and prove our faith 

Notes: 

 

 

 

II. THE TESTING AND VALUE OF FAITH (v. 7) 

• Faith must be tested to be proven 

• Testing: 

o Reveals genuineness 

o Exposes strength 

o Produces purity 

• Gold perishes — faith endures eternally 

Truth: 
Unproven faith is unreliable faith 

Notes: 

 

 



 

III. LOVING AND TRUSTING AN UNSEEN CHRIST (v. 8) 

• We have not seen Him — yet we love Him 

• We do not see Him — yet we believe Him 

• This produces: 

o Joy unspeakable 

o Full of glory 

Truth: 
Joy is not happiness — it is deep spiritual peace in Christ 

Notes: 

 

 

 

IV. THE END OF OUR FAITH (v. 9) 

• The goal: salvation of your souls 

• Trials are not the end — they are the process 

• Faith carries us to final fulfillment in Christ 

Truth: 
What God starts in faith, He finishes in glory 

Notes: 

 

 

 

V. THE GREATNESS OF OUR SALVATION (vv. 10–12) 

• Prophets: 

o Searched diligently 



o Saw glimpses of Christ’s suffering and glory 

• Their message was for future believers 

• Angels: 

o Desire to look into salvation 

o Observe God’s work in believers 

Truth: 
We experience what prophets anticipated and angels marvel at 

Notes: 

 

 

 

VI. LIVING IN LIGHT OF TRUTH (vv. 13–17) 

1. Prepare Your Mind 

• “Gird up the loins of your mind” 

• Be intentional in thinking 

2. Be Sober 

• Live with self-control and clarity 

3. Hope Fully in Grace 

• Past grace (salvation) 

• Present grace (daily living) 

• Future grace (Christ’s return) 

4. Live as Obedient Children 

• Reject former lusts 

• Walk in transformed living 

5. Be Holy 

• Holiness = set apart for God 



• “Be ye holy; for I am holy” 

6. Walk in Reverence 

• God judges impartially 

• Live with fear (reverence) during your sojourning 

Truth: 
Saved people are called to separated, serious, surrendered living 

Notes: 

 

 

 

CLOSING STATEMENT 

Trials are not against you — they are for you. 
They refine your faith, deepen your joy, and prepare you for glory. 

 

If you want, I can next: 

• Format this into a clean branded PDF (matching your series slides) 

• Or build a matching sermon slide deck for this specific message 

 


