
Guide | In the Name: 1 Samuel 17 

Summary 
The account of David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 17 is not merely a story of a physical underdog; it 
is a prophetic and spiritual showdown between the Kingdom of Yahweh and the spiritual 
principalities of the world. The source context outlines a stark contrast between King Saul, who 
represents human conformity and religious performance without heart, and David, a 
shepherd-king whose heart is submitted to Yahweh’s will. 

Some key takeaways: 

●​ The Failure of Human Kingship: Saul’s reign demonstrates that when a leader 
becomes a product of his circumstances rather than a servant of Yahweh, he moves 
from humility to moral decline and religious "box-checking." 

●​ Prophetic Geography: The battle takes place at a literal and figurative "boundary of 
blood" (Ephes-dammim), where Israel occupies the "curse" side (North) of the valley due 
to their unrepentant rebellion. 

●​ The Spiritual Identity of the Enemy: Goliath is identified not just as a large warrior, but 
as a descendant of the Nephilim/Anakim—a physical manifestation of the "gods" or 
spiritual forces of wickedness. 

●​ Victory Through the Name: David’s triumph is achieved through the authority of "the 
Name of Yahweh of hosts," using stones that symbolize the Torah and the covenant, 
ultimately prefiguring the work of Yeshua (Jesus), the "Holy Seed" from the tribe of 
Judah. 

The Contrast: Saul vs. David 
The transition from Saul to David represents a shift from a king chosen to satisfy human desire 
to a king chosen by Yahweh based on the heart. 

King Saul: The Model of Conformity 

●​ Humble Beginnings, Proud Decline: Saul began as a humble man from the smallest 
tribe (Benjamin), but he eventually became a "product of his surroundings." He allowed 
outside pressure and the desire to be "like the other nations" to dictate his decisions 
rather than consulting Yahweh. 

●​ Religious Performance vs. Obedience: Saul’s two primary transgressions—the 
unauthorized sacrifice at Gilgal and sparing the best of Amalek's animals—were both 
"religious acts" done subjectively to gain Yahweh’s approval. Samuel’s rebuke remains 
the central thesis: "To obey is better than sacrifice." 



●​ The Loss of the Spirit: Because Saul rejected the word of Yahweh, the Spirit of 
Yahweh departed from him, leaving him "a shell of a man," fearful, insecure, and 
tormented. 

David: The Shepherd with a Heart for God 

●​ The Heart Over Appearance: While man looks at the outward appearance (Saul was 
tall and handsome), Yahweh looks at the heart. David’s heart is characterized by a 
desire to do God's will and a love for His Torah. 

●​ The Messianic Type: David, the "anointed" (moshiach) shepherd from Bethlehem of the 
tribe of Judah, serves as a clear prophetic type for Yeshua: 

○​ Both were sent by their fathers to look after the welfare of their brothers. 
○​ Both were rejected by those they came to serve. 
○​ Both faced testing for 40 days (Goliath’s challenge vs. Yeshua’s wilderness 

temptation). 

The Prophetic Landscape: Geography and Judgment 
The physical location of the battle between Israel and the Philistines carries deep prophetic 
weight, signaling a judgment on Israel’s rebellion. 

Location Element Prophetic/Symbolic Significance 

Northern Side 
(Israel) 

Associated with Mount Ebal, the mountain of curses for breaking the 
covenant. 

Southern Side 
(Philistines) 

Associated with Mount Gerizim, the mountain of blessings. The 
Philistines here represent a "barrier to blessing" and a judgment on 
Israel. 

Socoh Means "branch." Connected to sukkah (covering). Yahweh was 
supposed to be Israel’s shelter, but their protection was being invaded. 



Azekah Means "to dig around." Alludes to Isaiah 5, where Yahweh "dug around" 
His vineyard (Israel) but it produced bad fruit, leading Him to remove His 
hedge of protection. 

Ephes-dammim The "boundary of blood." The point where sin requires blood and a line 
is drawn. 

Valley of Elah The "valley of the terebinth tree." Alludes to the "Holy Seed" (the stump) 
that remains when the tree is felled (Isaiah 6). 

The Identity of the Enemy: Goliath and the "Gods" 
The source context asserts that Goliath was more than a formidable human; he was a 
representative of ancient spiritual rebellions. 

●​ The Nephilim Connection: Goliath is linked to the Anakim and Rephaim, who trace 
their lineage back to the Nephilim of Genesis 6 (the "sons of God" who took the 
"daughters of men"). This makes the battle a confrontation with the "spiritual forces of 
wickedness in heavenly places." 

●​ The "Give Me a Man" Challenge: Goliath’s demand for a man to fight him mirrors 
Israel’s original rejection of Yahweh for a human king. Both the Philistines and the 
rebellious Israelites were operating on the mindset of human might rather than spiritual 
authority. 

●​ The Curse Reversed: Goliath attempted to pronounce Yahweh’s own covenant curses 
(from Deuteronomy 28) over David, threatening to give his flesh to the birds and beasts. 
However, Goliath was "uncircumcised" (outside the covenant). David returned the curse 
upon him. 

The Weaponry of Faith: The Five Smooth Stones 
David rejected Saul’s armor because the flesh cannot win a spiritual battle. His choice of five 
smooth stones from the brook in the Valley of Elah is highly symbolic: 

●​ The Torah: The five stones are like the five books of the Torah. 
●​ The Tablets: The Law was written on stone; the same Torah that brings judgment to the 

sinner holds the covenant promises for the faithful. 



●​ Living Water: The stones were taken from a brook—a stream of living 
water—symbolizing that David's strength came from the indwelling of the Spirit of 
Yahweh. 

Conclusion: Operating "In the Name" 
The victory at the Valley of Elah concludes with David beheading Goliath using the giant's own 
sword, mirroring how Yahweh previously beheaded the statue of the Philistine god, Dagon. 

The Final Insights: 

●​ Identity in the Father: When asked of his identity, David identifies himself through his 
father ("I am the son of your servant Jesse"). Similarly, Yeshua always identified Himself 
through His Heavenly Father. 

●​ Gath and the Winepress: Goliath was from Gath, which means "winepress." This 
connects to the prophetic imagery in Isaiah 63, where the Messiah treads the winepress 
of His wrath against the enemies of God. 

●​ A Call to Action: The document warns against being a "Saul"—one who offers empty, 
self-serving religious rituals and refers to Yahweh as "your God" rather than "my God." 
True victory requires operating under the authority and the name of the Most High, 
teaching others to keep all that He has commanded. 
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