






We are far less in control  
of our lives than we think,  
& God is far more involved  
than we now see.  

This is the good news of  
God’s providence.



The Queen  
With Two Names

Esther 

Chapter Two







AN INDECENT PROPOSAL 

[1] After these things, when the anger of King Ahasuerus had abated, 
he remembered Vashti and what she had done and what had been 
decreed against her. [2] Then the king's young men who attended 
him said, “Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. [3] 

And let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom 
to gather all the beautiful young virgins to the harem in Susa the 
citadel, under custody of Hegai, the king's eunuch, who is in charge 
of the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. [4] And let the 
young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” 
This pleased the king, and he did so.                                                             
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A BIT SHADY? 

[5] Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was 
Mordecai, the son of Jair, son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 
[6] who had been carried away from Jerusalem among the captives 
carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon had carried away. [7] He was bringing up Hadassah, 
that is Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father 
nor mother. The young woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely 
to look at, and when her father and her mother died, Mordecai took 
her as his own daughter.                                                             
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GOD SAVE THE KING 

[21] In those days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan 
and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, 
became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. [22] And 
this came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen 
Esther, and Esther told the king in the name of Mordecai. [23] When 
the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both 
hanged on the gallows. And it was recorded in the book of the 
chronicles in the presence of the king.                                                           
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God’s good providence  
turns our compromise  
& failures towards 
faithfulness & victory.  


