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The King 
With No 

Clothes On

Esther 

Chapter One



MAKING A SCENE 

[6] There were white cotton curtains and violet hangings fastened 
with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rods and marble pillars, 
and also couches of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of 
porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and precious stones. [6] Drinks 
were served in golden vessels, vessels of different kinds, and the 
royal wine was lavished according to the bounty of the king. [8] And 
drinking was according to this edict: “There is no compulsion.” For 
the king had given orders to all the staff of his palace to do as each 
man desired. 	                                                             
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DEFYING THE KING 

[10] On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with 
wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and 
Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs who served in the 
presence of King Ahasuerus, [11] to bring Queen Vashti before the 
king with her royal crown, in order to show the peoples and the 
princes her beauty, for she was lovely to look at. [12] But Queen 
Vashti refused to come at the king's command delivered by the 
eunuchs. At this the king became enraged, and his anger burned 
within him.                                                             
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CONTROL FREAK 

[8] And drinking was according to this edict: “There is no 
compulsion.” For the king had given orders to all the staff of his 
palace to do as each man desired. 	                                                              
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We are far less in control  
of our lives than we think,  
& God is far more involved  
than we now see.  

This is the good news of  
God’s providence.


