


Jesus is Crucified
So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing his own cross, 
to the place called The Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic 
is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him 
two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them.          

                                                                                           John 19:16-18



Jesus Is Buried
After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take 
away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. So he came 
and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to 
Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took the body of Jesus and 
bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the 
Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 
So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was 
close at hand, they laid Jesus there.      

                                                                                              John 19:38-42



Jesus Is Raised from the Dead
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the 
stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, 
and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw 
the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 



Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face 
cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the 
linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and 
he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand 
the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the 
disciples went back to their homes.

                                                                                                     John 20:1-10





Why the Cross and the Grave?
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set 
you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that 
the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit.                          

Romans 8:1-4
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The Future of Resurrection 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who 
dwells in you. 

                                                                                                   Romans 8:11





God's Present Presence 
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For 
to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind 
on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's 
law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 

                                                                                          Romans 8:5-10





 þ The New Testament writers speak as if Christ's 
achievement in rising from the dead was the first event 
of its kind in the whole history of the universe. He is 
the ‘first fruits,' the pioneer of life,' He has forced open 
a door that has been locked since the death of the 
first man. He has met, fought, and beaten the King of 
Death. Everything is different because He has done so.”         

                                                                                                       – C.S. Lewis



 þ Jesus' resurrection is the beginning of God's new project 
not to snatch people away from earth to heaven but 
to colonize earth with the life of heaven. That, after 
all, is what the Lord's Prayer is about.”    
                                                                                                    – N.T. Wright



Jesus Inspires
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week 
[Sunday], the doors being locked where the disciples were 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said 
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you.” And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 

                                                                                                 John 20:19-22



 þ And now brothers, I will ask you a terrible question, and 
God knows I ask it also of myself. Is the truth beyond 
all truths, beyond the stars, just this: that to live without 
him is the real death, that to die with him the only life?”

                                        – Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat


