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REMNANTS OF 
JOSEPH’S 
AGRARIAN POLICY 

Egyptian Grain Silos, 

extremely large in size --

much larger than any burial 

chambers; they are all 

centrally accessible by a 

connecting tunnel, extend to 

well above ground level, and 

one has a staircase extending 

down to the bottom (see next 

slide). For this reason, we 

know that they were not built 

as tombs -- if they were, they 

would have been constructed 

underground and they 

certainly would not have been 

so incredibly large.



What is believed to be regional grain silos 
in the ground for the local delivery and 
storage of grain throughout the region. 
While at the palace and near the Imperial 
capital of "Joseph The Vizier” they were 
built to impress and encourage trade the 
silos stood above ground. In other parts of 
the region, they appear to all be 
underground, except one (which may have 
been built as an offsite Imperial balance or 
Imperial trade office). 



There is a sociological observation about 
immigrants made by Pulitzer Prize-

Winning Historian Marcus Lee Hansen:

“The second generation seeks to 
remember what the first generation 

sought to forget.” 



Joseph went through this 

generational 

transformational in his own 

life- he didn’t leave it to the 

generation following to find 

the narrative themselves. 

Jacob switched the order 

by declaring that 

Forgetfulness will follow 

Fruitfulness 









And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt…. And Joseph said, Give your 

cattle; and I will give you for your cattle, if money fail.

—GENESIS 47:14, 16

This makes the Egyptian economic system sound more sophisticated than it actually was. As in Mitanni 

and everywhere else, there was no standardized coinage, though copper ingots and gold rings were a 

common medium of exchange in barter transactions. Silver ("white gold," the Egyptians called it) had an 

even greater purchasing power than gold. A few verses later, when the farmers' money runs out, they are 

forced to turn their lands over to Pharaoh. This was not a case of simple extortion— as it must have 

seemed to the nomadic Hebrews, who were unfamiliar with such civilized refinements as land surveys and 

tax assessments—but of foreclosure for nonpayment of taxes. Taxes were paid in kind (that is, a certain 

percentage of the year's harvest), and as the Bible correctly reports in verse 22, "only the land of the priests 

bought he not." In other words, temple property was tax-exempt, because in theory it belonged to the gods 

and in practice to the priests, and Pharaoh was well advised to cultivate the goodwill of both if he wanted 

everything to go smoothly for him in this world and the next. (Barthel, Manfred, What The Bible Really 

Says: Casting New Light On The Book of Books (New York: William Morrow and Co.,1982) 101, 102)

FOOTNOTE SIDE 1:



EPHRAIM (E/phra•im) [Doubly Fruitful].

1. Son of Joseph by his wife Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On. Ephraim, the younger brother of 

Manasseh, was born in Egypt before the seven-year famine began. The name Ephraim was given to him by his 

father "because to quote [Joseph], 'God has made me fruitful in the land of my wretchedness.' "—Ge 41:50-52.

On his deathbed, Jacob, in effect, adopted his grandsons Ephraim and Manasseh and appointed them to be the 

equals of his direct sons. (Ge 48:5) Their father Joseph, who received the right as firstborn among Jacob's sons' 

received two parts of his father's inheritance by means of the tribal inheritance of Ephraim and Manasseh. (1 Ch 5: 

1 ; compare Ge 48:21, 22; De 21:17; Jos 14:4.) In blessing Ephraim and Manasseh, the patriarch Jacob gave the 

preference to Ephraim and prophetically indicated that he would become the greater.—Ge 48:13-20. First 

Chronicles 7:20-27 provides a genealogical listing of Ephraim's sons and later descendants, concluding with 

Joshua, who led the Israelites into the Promised Land. Ezer and Elead, who were likely sons of Ephraim, were slain 

by the men of Gath. Sometime after the death of these sons, Ephraim fathered Beriah.

2. The name Ephraim is also applied to the tribe that descended from him. About a year after the Exodus from 

Egypt, Ephraim's 40,500 fighting men from 20 years old upward outnumbered Manasseh's able-bodied men by 

8,300. (Nu 1:1-3, 32-35) However, at the end of the 40 years' wandering in the wilderness, the registered males of 

Ephraim numbered only 32,500, or 20,200 less than those of Manasseh. (Nu 26:34, 37) Nevertheless, Ephraim was 

foretold to become the greater. Moses, when blessing the Israelites, prophetically spoke of "the tens of thousands 

of Ephraim," but of "the thousands of Manasseh. "—De 33:17. In the wilderness, the Ephraimites, with Elishama

serving as chieftain, were assigned to camp on the W side of the tabernacle, along with the tribes of Manasseh and 

Benjamin. This three-tribe division was third in the order of march. —Nu 2:18-24. 

FOOTNOTE SLIDE 2:



MANASSEH (Ma.nas'seh) [One Making Forgetful; One Who Makes Forget].

1. Joseph's firstborn son and a grandson of Jacob. After Joseph became Egypt's food 

administrator, Pharaoh gave him Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, as a wife, and 

she bore Joseph two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. Joseph named his firstborn Manasseh, 

because, he said: "God has made me forget all my trouble and all the house of my father."—Ge 

41:45, 50-52. When Jacob blessed Manasseh and Ephraim, he persisted in putting his right hand on 

Ephraim and his left on Manasseh, thereby placing the younger Ephraim before Manasseh. (Ge 

48:13-20) As indicated thereby, Ephraim was to become greater than Manasseh. Manasseh had sons 

by a Syrian concubine (I Ch 7: 14), and Joseph lived long enough to see the sons of Manasseh's son 

Machir.—Ge 50:22, 23.

2. The tribe of Israel that descended from Joseph's son Manasseh and consisted of seven tribal 

families. About a year after the Israelites left Egypt, Manasseh's able-bodied men from 20 years old 

upward numbered 32,200. (Nu 1:34, 35) This doubtless included Gaddi, one of the ten men bringing 

back a bad report after spying out the Promised Land. (Nu 13:1, 2, 11, 25-33)

FOOTNOTE SLIDE 3:


