
MATTHEW 8:1-17  

MESSIAH ON A MISSION 

(PART 14)

Where Does Authority Come From?



Jesus has now ended his "Sermon on 
the Mount," displaying a critical 
analysis of the Old Testament 

scriptures. He teaches not as a 
commentator but as an original thinker. 

One who is coming to destroy the 
excess' built up around the scripture. 
One who removes the cultural buildup 
of opinion and Rabbinical commentary 
from the text and recommits the text to 

the audience free of the manly 
encumbrances that have impeded the 
progress of understanding for so long. 
They had listened to his revolutionary 

message of love. They had been to the 
mountain with him and listened to the 
proclamation of the Kingdom. Yet if He 
was the King, where was His power?



Jesus in Matthew 5-7 was 
removing the barnacles from the 

text and sailing the scripture 
without the vessel being fouled. 

Biofouling is one of the main 
problems every type of ship faces 

at sea. Marine growth such as 
barnacles and mussels have been 
the reason for problems such as 

decreased ship efficiency, 
corrosion, etc. On my sailboat, 
over a period of a few months, 

barnacles would begin to grow on 
the bottom and, without proper 

attention, would impede the 
vessel's speed under sail. We 

would need to take precautions 
and use mechanical means of 
removing them and even apply 

anti-fouling paint. 



ñWhen Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him. ò (Matthew 8:1 NASB)

Å This is a powerful lesson to those who are students of church growth. Many who are obsessed with numbers and 
programs that generate church growth never see the scriptural principle that preaching Jesus will draw the crowd. 

Å Teaching that feeds people produces a hunger for more. 

Å Teaching with authority produces a demonstration of authority. 

Å Teaching with authority is relevant and will captivate the hearer leaving them with an appetite for more. 



Jesus Heals a Leper 
(Matthew 8:2-4)




