
MATTHEW 6:5-10
MESSIAH ON A MISSION (PART 10)

When You Pray…



What the Kingdom “does” 
as shown in Matthew 6

• The Kingdom Gives -
Matthew 6:1-4

• The Kingdom Prays -
Matthew 6:5-15

• The Kingdom Fasts -
Matthew 6:16-18



As Jesus teaches his disciples 
how to give, pray, and fast, He 
emphasizes these key points

• When you give (or pray or fast), do not do it as the hypocrites 
do (6:2,5,16)

• To be honoured or seen by men (6:2,5,16)

• “They have received their reward” (6:2,5,16) 

• Rather, when you give (or pray or fast), do it “in secret” 
(6:4,6,18)

• “And your Father who sees in secret will reward you” 
(6:4,6,18)



“The reference in verse 1 to “your Father who is in heaven” is 
one of seventeen references to God as “your Father” in the 

Sermon on the Mount. Weber calls these references “something 
fresh to Jewish ears. Jesus was emphasizing the reality of a 

relationship. The Pharisees practiced a performance-oriented 
‘works-righteousness’ apart from any relationship”

(Walvoord, John F., Matthew: Thy Kingdom Come, (Chicago,IL, 
Moody Publishers, 2013), Matthew 6:1)



“And he 
spake a 

parable unto 
them to this 

end, that 
men ought 
always to 

pray, and not 
to faint” 

(Luke 18:1)

“There is no 
hope for a 

non-praying 
Christian” 

(Verbal Bean)



Guidelines for Your 
Personal Prayer Life

• Pray
• Don’t pray like an actor playing a 

part in a drama
• Pray inwardly, and towards God 

– Not outwardly toward the 
audience

• Expect God to reward you, not 
the human audience that the 
hypocrites pray for so that they 
may receive applause

• Don’t talk to God without 
context



βατταλογέω
The word for repetitions that Jesus 
uses in Matthew 6:7 is battalagéō
(not to be confused with battarízō, 
to stutter). This word used by Jesus 
for “vain repetitions” characterizes 
wordiness without a clear form of 

thought or reason. Much talk 
without much context, repeating 

the same thing over and over, again 
and again. A pointless form of 

speaking with no clear purpose 
instead of a succinct and 

knowledgeable articulation of a 
specific matter or need





“Our Father…”

“The reference in verse 1 to “your Father who is in 
heaven” is one of seventeen references to God as 
“your Father” in the Sermon on the Mount. Weber 

calls these references “something fresh to Jewish ears. 
Jesus was emphasizing the reality of a relationship. The 

Pharisees practiced a performance-oriented ‘works-
righteousness ’apart from any relationship”

(Walvoord, John F., Matthew: Thy Kingdom Come, 
(Chicago,IL, Moody Publishers, 2013), Matthew 6:1).



Departing With 
Empty Hands

CHRYSOSTOM:
While pretending to pray to God, the 

hypocrites are looking around for human 
praise. The elaborate garb they wear is 
laughable, and hardly that of a sincere 

supplicant. One who is earnestly offering a 
supplication looks exclusively to the One 
who has the power to grant the request 

and lets all other claims recede. But if you 
leave behind the one you are petitioning 

and immediately go wandering about 
looking everywhere for others’ approval, 

you will depart with empty hands. THE 
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, HOMILY 19.2.



“Our Father, Who is in the 
heavens Your name must 

at once be made holy:
Your kingdom must now 
come: Your will must be 

done right now, As in 
heaven also on Earth”



Prayer is the medium whereby the 
center of self soars in the Spirit into 

the open, unbounded, infinite. 
Unfolded is a stupendous gallery of 

universal glories otherwise 
invisible. Viewing such perfections 

forever changes the one thus 
caught away in the Spirit. Catching 

sight of unending excellencies, 
including those custom crafted for 

the particular time, place, and 
situation from which one comes, 

praying creates a discontent for the 
paltry offerings of the grind). of 
existent life. To experience such 
splendors is to never return the 

same (Hebrews 11:13-16)

Effectual prayer can be defined as 
coming into the presence of and 

grasping such visions. Effectual prayer 
then becomes the medium whereby 

infinite perfections are seized and 
resolutely "brought back" first, into the 

center of self of the intercessor, and 
secondly, through faith-filled creative 

action, into the finite world where they 
are actualized into concrete realities. 

Prayer on this level is regularly 
observed in scripture. In prayer, the 

individual sees not only answers, but 
pristine answers. (Wilson, Nathaniel J., 

Apostolic Pentecostal Theology,
(Sacramento, CA: Insignia, 2016), 210)



Footnotes:

Footnote 1: Did Jesus 
Forbid Corporate Prayer?

But Jesus also recognized the necessity of 

mutual prayer in public and so gave us the 

parable of the Pharisee and the publican, the 

two men who went up into the Temple to pray 

(Luke 18:10). United prayer is also operative 

when two or three gather in his name (Matt. 

18:19, 20). The ten days of waiting for the 

coming of the Spirit, as commanded by Jesus, 

were spent in prayer meetings (Acts 1:14). It 

was at a riverside where prayer was wont to be 

made that Paul gained his first convert in 

Europe (Acts 16:13). A prayer meeting is a 

spiritual thermometer of the life of a church.

(Locker, Herbert, All The Teachings Of Jesus, 

(Edison, NJ, Castle Books, 1997), 142). 



Footnotes: 

Footnote 2: The 

Prayer That Is To 

God Always 

Includes Others: 

Letter Written 

By William 

Seymour

I have added tonight in our study on 

“When You Pray…” a letter written to a 

brother in Norway by the Pastor of the 

Azusa Street Apostolic Mission, William 

Seymour. As you read this, contemplate 

the way that his beliefs are manifested 

through this letter. He believes that living 

in the Blood of Jesus and the Word of 

God has a movement toward the 

outpouring of the Spirit, resulting in a 

warm and genuine affection for the 

brethren and lost souls. Prayer and 

supplication that is humble and God-

aimed will always result in a 

public/outward display of the gifts of 

God. In a life of prayer which is done 

right will always result in a love for both 

the saved and unsaved



Footnotes: 

Footnote 2: The Prayer That Is To 

God Always Includes Others: Letter 

Written By William Seymour. PT 2.

William Seymour

To Thomas B. Barratt

Los Angeles

Dear Bro Barratt:

Grace and peace from God our Father and Christ our Saviour be with you and all that are in Christ. Amen. My dear brother, we have received your loving letter. We are all 

alive and well rejoicing in the Holy Spirit. All honor and praise to our God.

We rejoice over the victory that the blood of Jesus Christ has provided us. We will not get weary in our fight against sin and satan and we sense that the hour is getting near 

when our Lord Jesus Christ is coming again for His bride and we are ready for the Master, thus we are counted with them that are helping in spreading the eternal gospel. All 

the honor to our Christ. We rejoice in hearing the wonderful things that God has worked through you since your return to Norway. Honor to His Holy Name.

It resembles the true Pentecost indeed. Honor be to our God. We believe that all the gifts and all the power that was in the time of the first Apostles has returned to the 

church to greet Jesus when He returns, hallelujah! May God bless you and may you find yourself getting deeper and deeper in Him day by day.

First and foremost, let us praise the blood of Jesus. As long as we live in the blood and the word of God, the Holy Spirit will penetrate us and glorify the blood of Jesus Christ 

and then Jesus Christ will come forth in us so that all the people will be drawn to Him. I rejoice that we have counted ourselves lost, so that we can say "yet not I, but Christ 

liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me." May God's power rest on the people as 

never before. This is the year of Jubilee. Praise His holy name.

“O spread the tidings 'round, wherever man is found, 

Wherever human hearts and human woes abound; 

Let ev'ry Christian tongue proclaim the joyful sound: 

The Comforter has come!” 

(This hymn, “The Comforter Has Come,” was the favourite of the mission). 

Jesus promised that when the Comforter came, He would convince the world of sin, justice and judgment. He is now doing the same work over in Norway as He is doing in 

the United States, and we truly believe that He is with us with great power. The work is spreading laborers to His vineyard. The harvest is great but the laborers are few.

Yours in Christ 

W. J. Seymour

This letter was published in Byposten by T. B. Barratt in Norway on March 23, 1907. It was translated into English by Frank Tegnander. It was probably written early in 1907.



Footnotes: 

Footnote 3:
SHUTTING 
OUT ALL 

EXTERNAL 
CARES

These things are better understood in a spiritual sense, 
as spoken about the soul. “Room” is the heart, or the 
inner, that is, spiritual intellect. It has been written, 
“That which you say in your hearts, also grieve for in 
private.” The doorway is the exterior, bodily sense 

through which all things, good and bad, enter upon the 
soul.“Lo, my beloved knocks at the door, ‘Open to me, 

my sister, my dearest.” ’ Christ too knocks at the door of 
the Christian, entering the heart either through the 

divine Scriptures or good thoughts. The one who 
receives them opens oneself to Christ. The one who 

sends them away shuts the door. For this reason Jesus 
orders that the soul enter the inward understanding 
when it prays, so that it thinks of nothing except for 

what it prays and to whom it prays. Thus it closes the 
doorway of its bodily sense, so that it may shut outside 

all external thoughts and cares.
INCOMPLETE WORK ON MATTHEW, HOMILY 13


