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By connecting Jesus’ coming death with the Passover celebration 
in very specific ways, Matthew indicates that Jesus ushers in a 
new exodus or deliverance. The hope for such a new exodus 
comes from Isaiah’s vision of God returning to Israel in 
restoration; this Isaianic vision is drawn with allusions to the 
exodus from Egypt, with its parting of the waters and God’s 
victory over Pharaoh (e.g., Isa. 43:16–19; 48:20–21; 51:9–11). 

(Stern, D., Jewish Study Bible)

Jesus Inaugurates the New Exodus 
by Instituting the Passover



Seder is the Name of the Passover Meal

Seder is a reminder of the Passover meal eaten in Egypt at the 
deliverance of the chosen people from bondage as Egyptian slaves 
(Exodus 6:6-7). An outline of the supper can be seen in Luke 
22:17-19.

Before eating, the story of the Exodus is told. After the meal songs 
are sung, glorifying God and blessing Israel. Included in these 
songs are the Hallel, Psalms 113-118. The Seder closes with a cup 
of wine for Elijah, who is to announce the coming of Messiah. A 
mini-Seder is held in every Orthodox Jewish home every Friday 
evening to welcome the Sabbath.



Jesus is the Passover:

• Hebrews 9:22, 25–28 

• Hebrews 13:11, 12

• Hebrews 10:1, 10–12 

• 1 Corinthians 5:7 

• 1 Peter 1:18, 19



Oh, Mary, Don’t You Weep
Bruce Springsteen

Well if I could I surely would
Stand on the rock where Moses stood
Pharaoh's army got drowned
Oh, Mary, don't you weep
Oh, Mary, don't you weep, don't mourn
Pharaoh's army got drowned
Oh, Mary, don't you weep

Oh, Mary, don’t you weep, don’t you mourn
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep, don’t you mourn
Pharaoh’s army got drowned
Oh, Mary, don’t you weep
Some of these mornings bright and fair
Take my wings and cleave the air
Pharaoh’s army got drowned



.
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• The lamb was used for food, and the Saviour has told 
us to eat of him.

• The lamb is used for growing wool to make warm 
garments, so we are clothed with Christ that we may 
be accepted by God in him.

• The lamb was an acceptable sacrifice to God, so the 
Saviour offered himself to God as our sacrifice.

• The lamb was used as the Passover sacrifice, and the 
scripture says, "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for 
us. “

• The lamb is a gentle creature, and our Lord said he 
was "meek and lowly in heart.“

• The lamb does not object to being sheared or killed, 
and so "he was lead as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her sheer is dumb, so He opened not 
his mouth."

Jesus is the 
Lamb 

(John 1:29)



FOOTNOTE: “Seder” is the name of the Passover meal.

Seder is a reminder of the Passover meal eaten in Egypt at the 

deliverance of the chosen people from bondage as Egyptian slaves. To 

start the Seder a cup of wine is raised and a blessing recited to sanctify 

the table so it can serve as the altar for the evening's service. This cup is 

called the Kiddush, which means Sanctification and is seen in Luke 22:17. 

The blessing over the meal is referred to in Luke 22:19 when Jesus raised 

the bread. Each blessing He said started "Blessed are You O Lord our God 

King of the Universe..” The blessing over the bread continued with: "Who 

brings forth bread from the earth." Bread, means everything we need.



FOOTNOTE (cont.): “Seder” is the name of the Passover meal. 

Before eating, the story of the Exodus is told, then after the meal songs 
are sung, glorifying God and blessing Israel. Included in these songs are 
the Hallel, Psalms 113-118. The Seder closes with a cup of wine for 
Elijah, coming to announce the coming of Messiah. A mini-Seder is held 
in every Orthodox Jewish home every Friday evening to welcome the 
Sabbath.

Exodus 6:6,7 set the pattern for the Seder, each cup representing a 
promise in those verses. These are referred to as the "Four expressions 
of Redemption:"



FOOTNOTE (cont.): “Seder” is the name of the Passover meal. 

Cup 1. "l will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians." 
This is the promise to remove the children of Israel from their bondage.

Cup 2. "and I will deliver you out of their bondage.." tells of the exit 
from Egypt, from the slavery. As each receives the promise to be taken 
out of bondage and receives salvation by faith, the next step should be 
deliverance from all that bondage.

Cup 3. "and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm, and with great 
judgments:" Redemption came to Israel when they walked through the 
Red Sea.



FOOTNOTE (cont.): “Seder” is the name of the Passover meal. 

Cup 4. A separate cup is filled, reserved for Elijah, then this verse is read: "and I 

will take you to Me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and you shall know 

that I am the Lord your God, Who brings you out from under the burdens of 

Egypt." This represents the crossing of the Jordan into the Promised Land, and 

spiritually, the crossing into eternal life. It is called the cup of Elijah and is 

poured, but not drunk. It can only be drunk after Elijah comes, heralding the 

return of Messiah and the beginning of the Messianic reign. Could this have been 

the cup in Luke 22:20?

(Morford, W.J., The New Testament Power Revealing Jewish Roots, p.p. 401-402.)


