
MESSAGES TO THE CHURCH
Revelation Two and Three

Introduction
A. Only the Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, can accurately inspect each church 

and know it is true, because He sees the internals, not only the externals.

B. The message is to seven, but Christ intends all His churches to read it.

C. “He that has an ear...” implies the message is for individuals as well. The church 
is made up of individuals.

D. Before Christ judges the world, He judges His own people (1 Peter 4:17).

E. Jesus intends to see that the church He establishes, is kept safe.

F. The Holy Spirit is certainly sending a message to the church today!

G. Each of the letters has one distinctive note, a single operative word or vital 
challenging phrase to sum up the whole message.

EPHESUS (2:1-7)
A. The letters are similar in their arrangement:

1. A description of Christ as coming from His appearance to John in 1:13-20.

2. A Commendation.

3. A condemnation.

4. A challenge to correct the problem.

5. A promise if they obey.

B. What is the message to Ephesus? “Repent, you have left your first love – 
remember that and repent.”

C. Description of Christ to Ephesus! 
1. “He that holds the seven stars in His right hand.”  



2. Previous leadership at Ephesus!

3. This shows Christ’s control over the church.

4. Our security lies in the fact that we are in His hands.

5. Second: “He walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands.” 

6. This speaks of Christ’s activity in the church – seeing and rebuking its 
sinfulness and seeing and rewarding its good works.

D. Commendation!
1. Christ praises their work and their labor and their patience.

2. Christ praises their patience separation from those who would bring 
unscriptural doctrines in the church.

3. Christ praises them for separating themselves from false deeds.

4. Who are the Nicolaitans? What are their deeds? Why does Christ hate them?
• Compromise.
• Ecclesiastical system.

5. Christ praises them for their endurance.

E. Accusation! 

1. “I have this against you, that you have left your first love.” 
2. This busy, separated, sacrificing church really suffered from “heart trouble.”

3. First love is the devotion to Christ that so often is characterized in the new 
believer: fervent, personal, uninhibited, excited, and openly displayed.

4. They were busy maintaining their separation and were neglecting their 
adoration.

5. Labor is no substitute for love and purity is no substitute for passion.

6. There is difference between left and lost. 

F. Admonition!

1. First love can be restored if we follow the three instructions Christ gave.



2. Remember. 
• “Keep on remembering” What you have lost and cultivate a desire to 

regain.
• To fall from love is failure and cannot be passed off as maturity or 

growing out of youthful zeal.

3. Repent. 
• This means to change your mind and confess.
• Reaction to being made aware of failure.
• Jesus’s answer is Repent.

4. Repeat your first works. 
• Suggests restoring the original fellowship.
• Satan does a masterful job of creating a sense of dissatisfaction with 

first works.

G. Challenge/Promise! 

1. This makes it clear that I am responsible for my position in Christ.

2. “Overcomers” are not a spiritual elite group.

3. The promise to “eat of the tree of life” is based on being an 
overcomer.

4. The tree of life promise.

5. The Paradise of God promise.

 SMYRNA (2:8-11)
A. What does the Spirit say to Smyrna? “Be faithful and realize that you are 

rich.” 

B.  Smyrna! 



1. This church was a much-persecuted church in a wealthy city that had little 
time for Christians.

2. From AD 100-313 Satan unleashed a violent attack in an effort to obliterate it.

3. Ten Emperors from Nero to Diocletian (284-305) fed Christians to lions while 
thousands of spectators cheered. Many were crucified or clothed in animals’ 
skin and then tortured to death by wild dogs. It is estimated that five million 
Christians were killed during this period.

4. Persecution cannot and does not stamp out Christianity.

5. There was an easing of persecution when Constantine took the throne, and 
this was a more effective weapon against the church. We will discuss this in 
greater detail in the message to the church at Pergamum.

C. The Church at Smyrna!
1. Despite the severity of persecution, the church reached its greatest numbers 

in proportion to world population during this time.

2. It became such a dominant factor in the Roman Empire that Constantine 
made Christianity the State Church in 313 AD.

D. Description of Christ! 
1. Christ describes himself as One who can save them. Just like this church, 

Jesus was also persecuted.

2. “The first and the last” is a claim to be eternal.

3. “One who became dead and who has lived” claims that death is not 
Christ’s nature and therefore, He was “become” dead.

4. Life is the nature of Christ; therefore, He lives after dying.

E. Commendation!
1. One of the greatest commendations is that there was no condemnation. 

2. “I know your tribulation and poverty.” 

3. “But you are rich.” 



4. “Suffering is imminent.”
• Ten days of tribulation.
• Satan cannot control its timing and duration.

F. Christ’s Challenge and Exhortation.
1. “Do not be Afraid.”

2. “Keep on being faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

3. He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second death.


