“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13)

3. PAUL'S SOLITARY

A. His in Arabia

“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb,
and called me by his grace, 16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might
preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with
Slesh and blood: 17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which
were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again
unto Damascus. 18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to
see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.” (Galatians 1:15-18)

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!”
(Romans 11:33)

B. His in Damascus

“But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our
potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.” (Isaiah 64:8)

And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a
mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was
there alone.” (Matthew 14:23)

“T am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more

JSruit. 3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto
you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself; except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in
me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do
nothing.” (John 15:1-5)
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PAUL,

ONE WHO FOLLOWED CHRIST

WEEK TWO: PAUL’S PREPARATION

And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of
And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what
thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing
a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes
were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into
Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.
10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him
said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 11 And
the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and
enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,
12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his
hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 13 Then Ananias answered, Lord,
I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at
Jerusalem: 14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that
call on thy name. 15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen
wvessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children
of Israel: 16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name’s
sake.” (Acts 9:6-16)
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Paul would greatly .

“Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest
JSorth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5)

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour,
wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 14 Ye are the light
of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do
men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 16 Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16)

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 7 But
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal. 12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and
all the members of that one body, being many, are one body...”
(1 Corinthians 12:4, 7, 12)

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

Paul would greatly .

Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours
more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent,
in deaths oft. 24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save
one. 25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 In
Journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils
by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among
false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often,
in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.”

(2 Corinthians 11:23-27)

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.” (2 Timothy 3:12)

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and
experience, hope:” (Romans 5:3-4,)

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For

2. PAUL'S STRONG

whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren.” (Romans 8:28-29)

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

(Romans 1:16)

A.

His preaching was .

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings, the people
were astonished at his doctrine: For he taught them as one having
authority, and not as the scribes.” (Matthew 7:28-29)

‘And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath
days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening and
alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from
the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.”
(Acts 17:2-3)

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

“The words of the Lord are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of
earth, purified seven times.” (Psalm 12:6)

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 8 The statutes of the Lord
are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for
ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them is
thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.”
(Psalm 19:7-11)

His preaching was .

And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the
power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:4-5)



