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Good News in the Valley

God begins the announcement of redemption with the people most likely to believe
they were beyond receiving it.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks

at night. ? An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. |
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. ' Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. ' This will be a sign to
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:8-12

The Good News is not that God keeps us out of the valley - it's that the Good Shepherd
leads us through it.
The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. He
leads me beside still waters. > He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of

righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow

of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
°>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head
with oil; my cup overflows. ¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23:1-6

* God takes us where we need to go, not where we want to go.

=  When you're in the valley, don't camp out there; keep following God through it.

Faith begins with obedience, not perfect understanding.
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord
has told us about. ' So they hurried off... " Luke 2:15-16

Sharing the gospel is meant to be joy-filled, not guilt-driven.
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child, '® and all who heard it were amazed... Luke 2:17-18

No one truly encounters Jesus and leaves unchanged.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard
and seen... Luke 2:20

Pastor Gregg Brenes

Let's Talk About It

The birth of Jesus was announced by the angel as “good news of great joy for all
people.” God chose to first announce this good news to shepherds—people who
likely felt overlooked or unworthy—reminding us that Christ’s redemption is for
everyone. Psalm 23 reveals the Good News isnt that God keeps us out of life’s
valleys, but that the Good Shepherd leads us through them. In every season, God
guides, protects, and provides, often leading us where we need to go rather than
where we want to go. Like the shepherds who went to Bethlehem, a true encounter
with Jesus always leads to movement and transformation.

Luke 2:8-20; Luke 19:10; Psalm 23

Discussion questions:
» Which part of the message impacted or challenged you?

» Read Luke 2:8-12. Why do you think God chose shepherds—people on the
margins—to be the first to hear the announcement of Jesus' birth? What does
that mean for you?

» Read Psalm 23. This psalm describes many seasons of life. Which season do you
find yourself in right now—pastures, paths, valleys, or the table?

* The Good News isn't that God keeps us out of valleys, but that He leads us
through them. How have you experienced God's presence in a difficult season?
Why is it sometimes hard to trust God when He leads us where we need to go
instead of where we want to go? What comforts you most about knowing the
Shepherd is with you—even in the valley?

» Read Luke 2:15-20. The shepherds didn't stay in the fields—they went to
Bethlehem to share the good news. Who might God be asking you to share the
good news with this Christmas? What step can you take?

Take a Step
* |nvite someone to Christmas services next week!
» |dentify an area where you feel uncertain or uncomfortable. Acknowledge God's
presence and invite His guidance instead of relying on your own direction.

Here's My Prayer

God, thank You for being my Shepherd and for never leaving me in the valleys of life.
Help me trust You when You lead me where | need to go, not just where | want to go.
Give me the courage to follow Your voice, rest in Your care, and believe that You are
with me in every season. | place my life in Your hands and choose to follow You with
confidence and hope. In Jesus' name, amen.



