
Small Group Discussion 
Text: 1 Samuel 9 

 
Big Idea: God is often working behind the scenes in the ordinary circumstances of our lives, 
preparing us for things we cannot yet see. 
 
Recap: In 1 Samuel 9, Saul thinks he is simply looking for his father's lost donkeys. What 
begins as an ordinary errand leads him to Samuel, Israel's prophet, and ultimately toward 
becoming Israel's first king. 
 
    1    God works through ordinary circumstances. God can use everyday responsibilities and 
unexpected interruptions to accomplish His purposes. 
 
    2    God uses people and wise counsel. Sometimes God guides us through people who help 
us see what we have overlooked. 
 
    3    God's direction unfolds one step at a time. We don't always get the whole plan, but we 
can faithfully follow the next step. 
 
    4    God sees the bigger picture. While we focus on immediate problems, God sees how 
everything fits into His greater plan. 
 
    5    God prepares us for responsibility. Being given a calling or position doesn't automatically 
mean we're ready. God cares about developing our character, not just giving us opportunities. 
 

Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1. Saul thought he was just looking for lost donkeys. Have you ever had an ordinary day turn 
into something unexpected or meaningful? 
2. What are some everyday responsibilities that we sometimes overlook or consider 
unimportant? 
3. Saul's servant offered advice that changed the direction of their journey. Who are some 
people God has placed in your life who help you make wise decisions? 
4. Why is it sometimes difficult to listen to advice, especially when it comes from someone 
younger or someone we don't expect? 
5. Saul didn't know God's entire plan. Why do we sometimes struggle with taking the next step 
when we don't know what comes next? 
6. Can you think of a time when you looked back and realized God was working in a situation 
that you didn't understand at the time? 
7. Saul looked impressive on the outside, but his future would reveal struggles with his 
character. What's the difference between looking like a good leader and actually being a godly 
leader? 



8. PERSONAL APPLICATION: What's one area of your life where you need to trust God, listen 
to His direction, or simply be faithful with what's right in front of you? 
Closing Challenge 
 
 
Closing Charge : This week, pay attention to the ordinary moments. Be faithful in your 
responsibilities, listen to wise counsel, and take the next step God has put in front of you. 
 
 


