
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 

be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

2 Timothy 2:15  
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Dispensations: 
The Key to Rightly Dividing God’s Word 

 

Perspectives on Rightly Dividing 

YOU MUST HAVE GOD’S PERSPECTIVE ON GOD’S WORD!  

Perspective #1: The purpose of the Bible. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 

unto all good works.  

Doctrine = Teaching. Truth! 

Perfect = Complete. Fully _________________. 

Perspective #2: The theme of the Bible - A King and His Kingdom.  

This is chronicled in the Bible in 3 primary ways: 

1. The POWERS: God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) and Satan – Matt. 28:19, 3:16-17; John 14:16-17; 2 Cor. 

13:14; Gen. 3; Job 1; Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19.  

2. The PLACES: Heaven, Earth, Hell – Gen. 1:1-25; Job 22:12; Ps. 14:2, 146:5-6; Matt. 10:28, 25:41; 2 

Peter 2:4.  

3. The PEOPLE: Jew, Gentile, ______________ – Rom. 2:9-10; 1 Cor. 10:32; Gal. 3:28. 

 

 ALL OF THE BIBLE IS WRITTEN FOR YOU, BUT NOT ALL OF IT IS WRITTEN _______ YOU.  

It is primarily a Jewish book with a Jewish perspective. Only a part is related to    

Christianity (Church Age). You must always have the proper perspective. 

Perspective #3: The instruction of the Bible - God deals with mankind in different ways at different 

times. It is critical to recognize how God divides His word. 

You must see how God has dealt differently with man over time. Some places in the Bible deal specifically 

with the Nation of Israel. Other places, the Church. How can you know and recognize who and when? By 

STUDYING: 

2 Timothy 2:15 - Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.   

 Interestingly, almost all other versions of the Bible remove “study” and replace it with “work hard”, 

“do your best”, “be diligent to present yourself”, “make every effort”, etc.  

 How can you rightly divide the word of God without studying it???? THAT is the work!  

If you wrongly divide it, you SHOULD BE _____________________! 
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HOW DOES GOD DIVIDE HIS WORD? 

1. Times and ______________ – Daniel 2:21; Ecc. 3:1-8; Acts 1:7; 1 Thess. 5:1; Heb. 1:1-2. 

a. Church Ages - Revelation 2-3. (7 letters to 7 churches each covering a period in history) 

b. Times of ignorance – Acts 17:30. 

c. Times of the Gentiles – Luke 21:24. 

d. Times of refreshing – Acts 3:19. 

e. Times of restitution – Acts 3:21. 

f. Fullness of times – Eph. 1:10.  

2. Dispensations - Eph 1:10, 3:2-3; Col 1:25-26; 1 Cor 9:17.  

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THROUGH DISPENSATIONS 

Dispensation = Distribution: The manner in which God deals out (dispenses) His grace/truth in specific 

ways to specific people.  An economy or way of doing things; a certain administration. That which is 

dispensed or bestowed.  

It does NOT simply mean “a period of time.” 

 

The greatest and most obvious dispensations in the Bible: The Old and _______________________________. 

POP QUIZ: Are these verses Old or New Testament? 

 OT NT 

Isaiah 61:2   

Romans 3:23   

Matthew 24:3   

Malachi 4:6   

 

The __________ period does NOT define the dispensation, it’s the other way around! – 

Hebrews 9:11-17.  

Times and dispensations can be divided within a book, chapter, verse, or PART of a 

verse!! Isaiah 61:1-2              Luke 4:17-21 

LOCATING THE DISPENSATIONS 

One of the easiest and most effective ways to find the dispensations in the Bible is by looking at the 

covenants God makes with man. 

 

Covenant = A mutual consent or agreement of two or more persons, to do or to forbear some act or thing; 

a contract; stipulation. The promise of God to man.  

 

NOTE: “They often have more than one part to them and can overlap others, skip time periods, or show up 

in the middle of others. They ALL deal with a chosen people in a chosen nation given a chosen place on the 

earth to setup an eternal kingdom which will be visible, material, political, and Messianic.” Dispensations 

can have a similar effect. 
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The Covenants 

1. Edenic: Genesis 1:28-2:17. 

2. Adamic: Genesis 3:14-19; 4:1-7. 

3. Noahic: Genesis 8:20-9:17. 

4. Abrahamic: Genesis 12,15, 17. 

5. Mosaic: Exodus 19-24, 31-34. 

6. Davidic: 2 Samuel 7:4-17; Ps. 89:3-4, 36-37; Isaiah 9:7. 

7. Palestinian: Deut. 29-30:1-10. 

8. New (Eternal, Eternity): Matt. 26:28; Heb. 8:7-13 -> Jer. 31:31-37. 

NOTE: This will help us find __________ of the dispensations. There are more dispensations we will find by 

searching the scriptures and seeing how God operates differently. 

You CANNOT have proper ____________ of the scriptures without knowing the dispensation! 

 

DANGERS OF WRONGLY DIVIDING 

“Since properly understanding the Bible's divisions is the key to being sound in doctrine and making sense 

of its differences, failure to do so can lead to dangerous heresies and spiritual chaos. When a preacher or 

any other believer fails to rightly divide the Bible and discern its differences, he will nearly always end up 

wresting it. This is one reason there are so many "Christian" cults today. Instead of rightly dividing the Bible, 

they ignore some or all of its divisions and produce a religious system that is littered with heresies, some of 

them deadly. When a person takes a precept or doctrine peculiar to one dispensation and forces it to apply 

doctrinally to another, he ends up with a heresy every time.” 

T. Morton 

Examples of wrongly dividing: 

1. OT and NT salvation are exactly the same.  

2. Baptism is not needed for today (Church Age). 

3. Grace only exists in the NT. 

4. The Church will be raptured during or after the tribulation. 

5. A NT, church age believer can lose their salvation. 

Hyper-Dispensationalists – They “over divide” the scriptures meaning they tend to make divisions where 

there are __________. This is how they wind up with many of the false doctrines listed above including 

wrongly dividing God’s Church and Paul’s mission.  

RESULT:  

 Hyper-dispensationalists reject water baptism.  

 They follow absolute discontinuity between testaments, believing that none of the Old Testament 

applies or is binding on Christians today.  

 They view the start of the Christian church as beginning with the ministry of the Apostle Paul after 

the early part of the book of Acts OR some after Acts 28.  

 They say there is a difference and division between Jewish Church (early Acts) and Gentile Church. 

(No body of Christ or Church before Paul.)  

We must always see the ________________ of what God is doing at any moment in the 

Bible! 
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