Acts 9:1-22

Let’s Just Surrender to Jesus
Because He Can’t Be Beat

Four statements encouraging our faith in
and obedlience to Jesus
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1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked
him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his
way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from
heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?” > And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And
he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.
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° But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you
are to do.” “ The men who were traveling with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose
from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he
saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. ° And for three days he was without sight,
and neither ate nor drank. 1 Now there was a disciple at
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.”
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11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, *2 and he has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at
Jerusalem. * And here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who call on your name.”
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1> But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles
and kings and the children of Israel. 1® For | will show him
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 1/ So
Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who
appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent
me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit.” ¥ And immediately something like scales fell
from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and
was baptized;
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19 and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he
was with the disciples at Damascus. ?° And immediately he
proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son
of God.” 2! And all who heard him were amazed and said,
“Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those
who called upon this name? And has he not come here for
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief
priests?” 22 But Saul increased all the more in strength, and
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving
that Jesus was the Christ.



I. When our plans don’t align with God’s plan, our
plans are foolish and dangerous. (v. 1-2)

A. Paul arrogantly assumed God agreed with him instead of
prayerfully discerning whether he was agreeing with God.

B. Paul couldn’t see God’s plan until he stopped relying first and
foremost on his own sight. (v. 12)

C. Don’t worry about being on the right side of history. Just make sure
you’re on the right side of eternity.

AGTS OF GO
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2. Regardless of one’s intentions, all sin is ultimately
against God. (v. 3-4)

A. David makes this very clear in Psalm 51:4 — “Against you [God], you
only, have | sinned...

B. Sin is primarily against God because He is Creator, Redeemer, and
altogether Holy.
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3. Regardless of whether future generations know
about us, our faith will ripple into eternity. (v. 10-19)

A. Though Ananias is relatively unknown in history, his eternal impact
IS immeasurable.

B. In contrast to Saul and his original plans, Ananias had a seemingly
foolish and dangerous plan, but because it was God'’s plan, it had

amazing results.
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4. Saul was persecuting Jesus, but He couldn’t beat
Him; and you can’t either. (v. 5-22)

A. Saul couldn’t defeat Jesus or His mission; nor can you, and nor can
Satan.

B. Even with what following Jesus cost him, Saul couldn’t do better
than being under the Lordship of Jesus; and nor can you.
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