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2 After the Exile, many Jew� lost hope of a Kingdom in history. In its 
place, they looked for an apocalyptic revelation of the Kingdom in the 
future. They lost the sense of God acting in the historical present. 
Therefore, they despaired of history feeling that it was given over to 
evil powers. 
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The rabbinical emphasis related the Kingdom to the Law. (Torah of 
God) The rabbis taught that anyone who submits to the Law takes upon 
himself the Kingdom of God. The rabbis spoke of repeating the 
"Shema" (Deut. 6:4) as taking upon oneself the ''yoke of the Kingdom". 
(See Robert Lindsey) 

Some in Judaism politicized the Kingdom of God. Jewish Zealots led. 
insurrections against Rome. These radicals wanted to bring the 
Kingdom by a sword. According to George Ladd, it is probable that 
these revolts against Rome were "messianic", i.e., they were not 
conducted solely for political purposes, but were religiously motivated 
to hasten the coming of God's Kingdom. (See Ladd, Theology of the 
New Testament, page 63). 

By Jesus' day, the Jews had, by and large, nationalized the Kingdom. 
The term, "Kingdom of God" had come to be the slogan of Jewish 
nationalism. 

By Jesus' day many of the Jews had secularized the Kingdom. In their 
desire to be free from Roman oppression, the popular mind-set was 
upon material splendors, political aggrandizement, and secular benefits. 
Most spiritual expectations were gone. 

Even Jesus' disciples found it hard to break away from a secularized 
view of the Kingdom. (See Matthew 20:20-21) Even after the 
Resurrection, their question in Acts 1 :6 revealed how deeply rooted the 
political, nationalistic, and unspiritual ideas of the Kingdom were in 
their thinking. (See James Stewart, The Life and Teaching of Jesus 
Christ, pages 48, 49). 

Conclusion: From the clear evidence of Scripture, we conclude that the Lord God has 
always been Sovereign King over all the heavens and the earth. The main 
issue we must face from a theological perspective is how the sovereign 
authority of the Kingdom of God relates to history past, present, and future. 

As we move to lesson 2, we will continue to biblically and theologically define 
the Kingdom. 
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