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THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: The Loss of Morality

All moral truth resides in and comes from God

«  The reason we think fair and unfair, is because our Maker is a just God

 Thereason love is a virtue, is because God is love
The reason honesty is right and deceit is wrong, is because God is true

«  The reason fidelity in marriage is honourable and infidelity is not, is because
God is faithful.

*  The reason chastity is moral and promiscuity is immoral is because God is pure

Everything that is moral, right, holy, good, and beautiful comes from the core
nature of God. He does holy and right things because that is who he is- his actions
come out of his core nature.

Genesis 18:25
Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating "
the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the

earth do right?”



THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: The Loss of Morality

TRUTH PRAYER PSALM 119: 33-40

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, that |
may follow it to the end. Give me understanding,
so that | may keep your law and obey it with all my
heart. Direct me in the path of your commandes, for
there | find delight. Turn my heart toward your
statutes and not toward selfish gain. Turn my eyes
away from worthless things; Preserve my life
according to your word. Fulfill your promise to
your servant, so that you may be feared. Take away
the disgrace | dread, for your laws are good. How |
long for your precepts! In your righteousness
preserve my life.




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Does Love Make It Right?

WHO WE ARE = WHAT WE DO ‘

ACTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES

WHO WE ARE DOES NOT EQUAL WHAT WE DO




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

What culture teaches:

1. All religions are equally true and legitimate
paths to God.

Simple logic refutes this claim. The law of noncontradiction

says opposite ideas cannot both be true at the same time and
in the same way.

«  Various religions offer mutually exclusive views about God,
salvation, the afterlife, and a host of other issues that cannot all
be true at the same time.




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

What culture teaches:

1. All religions are equally true and legitimate
paths to God.

2. Religion is a matter of personal preference,
not objective truth.

*  You might like chocolate ice cream, while someone else loves
vanilla, but neither claim we have the one true flavor.

« We all have our truth which is completely illogical again as
religion claims to make objective claims which are either true
or false whether anyone believes them or not.

«  Each religion including atheism have their story of the world.
Each is objectively right or objectively wrong.




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

What culture teaches:

1. All religions are equally true and legitimate
paths to God.

2. Religion is a matter of personal preference,
not objective truth.

3. If you think your religion is the one true
religion, you are intolerant, bigoted, narrow
minded.

« This is ad hominem fallacy or name calling with no logic. If
someone claims you are intolerant for your biblical views then
ask them “What do you mean by that?”

* Intolerant means you think you are right and | am wrong or vice
versa. That is self-contradictory since you telling me | am wrong
is the same intolerance you are accusing me of.




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

1. Know that Christianity is objectively true.

It isn’t just about feeling him, he is real because we have truth
on our side.

We need to be prepared to explain the truth

« Does truth exist, and can we know it?

e Does God exist, and what's the evidence?

« Did Jesusrise from the dead, and what's the evidence?
« Isthe Bible trustworthy, and what's the evidence?

Read good books, podcasts (Breakpoint, RZIM, summit.org)
Know the truth and how to defend it.




Major World Religions - Comparison Chart
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THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

1. Know that Christianity is objectively true.
2. Understand other religious views.
3. Model truth and grace in every conversation.

*  Your goal is not to win an argument but to win the person. Like
Jesus, bring truth and grace together.

* No grace- you are a jerk or arrogant
* No truth- you are ignorant or uneducated




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

1. Know that Christianity is objectively true.

2. Understand other religious views.

3. Model truth and grace in every conversation.
4. Ask good questions.

« gotquestions.org is a great place to learn answers to questions
you are being asked.

* Here are some good questions to ask:
What do you mean by that?
 How do you know that is true?
Where did you learn that?




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

1. Know that Christianity is objectively true.

2. Understand other religious views.

3. Model truth and grace in every conversation.
4.

5.

Ask good questions.
Prepare for pushback.

The world will take offense to God’s truth.

Acts 5:41+42
Rejoice counting it worthy to suffer dishonor for God truth.
Do not cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

Final Thoughts:
Ephesians 4:15

We can be definitive and dogmatic about our
claims providing we do so in the context of
relationship and speaking love.




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

Final Thoughts:

Every moral command from Jesus and the Bible
comes from a heart of a loving relationship
with God.

Two Rules:
1. We must use the correct standard

2. We must not presume to pass the sentence
of condemnation

Matthew 7:1-15
Luke 7:34




THE BEAUTY OF INTOLERANCE: Navigating Pluralism

What is the truth in these situations: ‘

1. Is abortion acceptable within God'’s character?

2. Istheright to die acceptable within God'’s character?

3. Is same sex marriage acceptable within God's character?

4. s living with my boyfriend/girlfriend acceptable within God's character?
5. Pornography?

6. Drinking?

/. Movies with sex, violence, language issues”?
8. Eating meat?

9. Can a Christian own a gun?

10. Music which is not centered around God?
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