The Price of Freedom

Galatians 5:1 NIV — "It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery."

Freedom is one of the most cherished gifts we know. Our nation fought for it. Families
have sacrificed for it. Individuals have given their lives to preserve it. But every freedom
we enjoy came at a price.

The Bible teaches that our greatest freedom —the freedom from sin, guilt, and eternal
separation from God —also came at an immeasurable cost.

1. Freedom Always Requires a Sacrifice

Throughout Scripture, freedom is never portrayed as free.

The people of Israel were delivered from slavery in Egypt, but their freedom required the
blood of the Passover lamb (Exodus 12). That event pointed forward to the ultimate
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the true Lamb of God.

Our spiritual freedom was purchased not with money or human effort but with the blood
of Christ.

"You were bought at a price." (1 Corinthians 6:20)

The cross reminds us that forgiveness is free to us because it was costly to Him.

2. Freedom Is More Than Being Released —It's Being
Redeemed

Many people think freedom means simply doing whatever they want.

The Bible presents a different picture.

Before Christ, we were slaves to sin. We were controlled by our sinful nature, unable to
save ourselves.

Jesus didn't simply remove our chains; He gave us a new identity.

"If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." (John 8:36)



Freedom isn't the freedom to sin; it's the freedom to live for God.

3. Freedom Comes With Responsibility

The Apostle Paul Said:

"You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to
indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love." Galatians 5:13 NIV

Freedom without responsibility becomes selfishness.
Christian freedom should produce:

*  Love instead of hatred.
*  Service instead of selfishness.
*  Holiness instead of compromise.
e QGratitude instead of entitlement.
The believer's life should reflect the One who paid the price.

4. Remember the Cost

When we remember what Christ endured —the betrayal, the scourging, the crown of
thorns, the nails, and ultimately the cross—we understand that our salvation is not
something to take lightly.

Jesus Christ willingly paid the debt we could never pay.
"Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends." (John 15:13)

Every time we worship, pray, or celebrate the Lord's Supper, we remember the price that
purchased our freedom.

Ask yourself:

* Am I living like someone who has truly been set free?
*  Am [ using my freedom to glorify God or simply to satisfy myself?
* Do I remember the price that was paid for my freedom?



Closing Illustration

Imagine someone paying millions of dollars to rescue a priceless treasure from
destruction. No one would throw that treasure back into the fire.

Christ rescued us with His own blood. Why would we willingly return to the sins He died
to free us from?

The price of freedom reminds us not only of God's incredible love but also of the
incredible value He places on every soul.



