SUBMITTING ONE TO ANOTHER - DAY 2

Order Is Not the Enemy of Freedom

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 14:33; Genesis 1:1—3 | Audio: Day 2

“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the
saints.”

— 1 Corinthians 14:33 (KJV)

“And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of
the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said,
Let there be light: and there was light.”

— Genesis 1:2—3 (KJV)

DEVOTIONAL

God is not the author of confusion. That statement is simple, but it tells us something about the
nature of God: wherever He reigns, He brings peace, clarity, and order.

We see it from the first page of Scripture. Genesis opens with an earth without form and void.
There is darkness. There is deep. There is emptiness. But then the Spirit of God moves, and
when God speaks, order begins. He separates light from darkness. He separates the waters. He
gathers the seas and reveals dry land. He creates spaces where life can flourish.

Notice this: God’s order did not restrict creation. God’s order made life possible. Many people
assume order is the enemy of freedom—we hear words like structure, submission, obedience,
and authority, and we assume they exist to limit us. But in God’s kingdom, order is not meant to
crush life. It is meant to protect it.

Think about a river. A river is powerful because it has banks. The banks do not destroy the river;
they give it direction. Without banks, the river becomes a flood, spreading everywhere and
damaging what it was meant to nourish. That is what chaos does in us. Chaos may feel like
freedom at first, because no one is telling us where to go. But over time chaos drains us. It
confuses us. It makes relationships unstable, homes tense, and spiritual life inconsistent.

This applies to our homes. A home without spiritual order becomes reactive: everyone does what
feels right in the moment, words are spoken without care, priorities shift constantly, prayer
becomes optional, worship occasional, forgiveness delayed. It applies to the church, which
cannot flourish when everyone insists on their own way. And it applies to the heart—sometimes
the most chaotic place is not our schedule or our house, but inside us. Our thoughts are
crowded. Our desires are divided. We want God’s blessing but resist God’s boundaries.

Today God invites you to surrender the chaos. Not all at once. Not through shame or panic. One
act of obedience at a time.
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DAY 2 « JOURNAL & RESPONSE

REFLECT

1. Take an honest inventory: which area of your life feels most chaotic right now—your
schedule, finances, marriage, parenting, spiritual habits, or thoughts?

2. Ask God: “Lord, what specific act of surrender would begin to restore order here?” What
did He bring to mind?

RESPOND: TODAY’S PRACTICAL STEP

Start with one act of order this week:
O Pray before making decisions.
O Create a rhythm of family devotion.
O Apologize where confusion has been created.

O Obey something God has already spoken.

Where I am starting:
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DAY 2 « PRAYER

PRAY

Father, thank You that You are not the author of confusion. You are the God of peace. I invite
You into the chaotic places of my life. Bring light where there has been darkness. Bring clarity
where there has been confusion. Bring surrender where there has been resistance. Teach me
not to fear Your order, but to trust it. Let my life become a place where Your peace can dwell

and Your purpose can flourish. In Jesus’ name, amen.

My own prayer:

REMEMBER THIS

God’s order does not limit life; it allows life to flourish.

Going Deeper: Colossians 1:16—17 « Proverbs 3:5—6 ¢ Isaiah 26:3

This devotional is a tool for reflection, not a substitute for pastoral care or professional counseling. If
what surfaces feels too heavy to carry alone, please reach out to a pastor or a trusted, qualified
counselor at New Life Tabernacle Carrollwood.
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