














Staying FOCUSED on the RIGHT things 
helps us PUSH through the HARD things 

so that we can EXPERIENCE the BEST things.

SERMOn 

IN A 

SENTENCE



1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you 
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who 
will also be qualified to teach others. 3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of 
Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather 
tries to please his commanding officer. 5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete 
does not receive the victor’s crown except by competing according to the rules. 6 The 
hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7 Reflect on 
what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this. 8 Remember Jesus 
Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my Gospel, 9 for which I am 
suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not 
chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

2nd Timothy 2:1-10



1 You then, my son, BE STRONG in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you 
have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses ENTRUST to reliable people who 
will also be qualified to TEACH OTHERS. 3 Join with me in SUFFERING, like a good SOLDIER of 
Christ Jesus.

2nd Timothy 2:1-3

JESUS GAVE US A MISSION
“18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of 
the age.” — Jesus from Matthew 28:18-20



4 No one serving as a soldier gets ENTANGLED IN CIVILIAN AFFAIRS, but rather tries to please 
his COMMANDING OFFICER.

2nd Timothy 2:4

NO ONE CAN SERVE TWO MASTERS

“24 No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.” — Jesus from Matthew 6:24



5 Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the VICTOR’S CROWN 
except by competing ACCORDING TO THE RULES.

2nd Timothy 2:5

YOU CAN’T WIN IF YOU AREN’T PLAYING
“24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 
Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes 
into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a 
crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; 
I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it 
my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for 
the prize..” — Paul from 1st Corinthians 9:24-27



6 The HARDWORKING farmer should be the first to receive a SHARE OF THE CROPS.

2nd Timothy 2:6

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE PRIZE
“7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever 
sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to 
please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 
10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers.” — Paul from Galatians 6:7-10



8 REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my 
GOSPEL, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being CHAINED LIKE A CRIMINAL.  
BUT GOD’S WORD IS NOT CHAINED. 10 Therefore I ENDURE everything for the SAKE of the elect, 
THAT THEY TOO MAY OBTAIN THE SALVATION that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

2nd Timothy 2:8-10

THE “WHY” KEEPS US  
FOCUSED ON THE MISSION
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