Small Group Guide May 17, 2026
Sermon Topic: Crunch Time Speaker: Pastor Doug Self

Main Idea:

Pressure doesn’t create your faith, it reveals it. The question isn’t whether pressure will come. The
question is what comes out when it does.

Opening

Today we’re talking about pressure, stress, hardship, and what gets revealed when life gets hard.
Icebreaker:

What’s a small thing that unexpectedly stresses you out?

Scripture

Read together: Acts 16:22-34

Takeaway:

Paul and Silas didn’t choose prison, but they did choose how they responded.

1. Pressure Reveals
*  What usually comes out of you under pressure?
* Fear?
* Anger?
e  Withdrawal?
*  Complaining?
*  Problem-solving mode?

Leader Note:
Keep this real, not theoretical. Be honest.

2. Faith is Built Before Crisis

Paul and Silas didn’t suddenly invent trust in prison.
*  Where is your faith currently being built?
*  What rhythms strengthen your trust in Jesus?

Examples:
*  Sunday worship
*  prayer

e scripture

e  worship music

e small group

e trusted conversations

Leader Note:
Encourage practical honesty, not spiritual idealism.

3. Midnight Faith

Acts 16:25
*  Why do you think Paul and Silas worshiped instead of panicked?
*  What would “midnight faith” look like in your current situation?



4. Who’s Watching?
The jailer’s life changed because of their response.
* Has someone else’s faith ever impacted you?
*  Who may be watching how you handle life right now?

Examples:
*  Kkids
*  spouse
*  coworkers
e friends
Application
Which feels most true right now?
* | need to trust Jesus in pressure
* | need stronger daily rhythms
* | need to stop complaining and start surrendering
* | need to bring something honestly to God
Next Step:

What'’s one practical thing you can do this week?

Response Moment

Maybe today isn’t just about better coping.

Maybe it’s about surrender.

Jesus doesn't just help people survive pressure.

He offers Himself.

If you’ve been trying to carry life alone, or if you’ve never actually trusted Jesus, this can be your
moment.

Prayer

Jesus, | need You.

In pressure, in uncertainty, in stress, | want to trust You instead of myself.
Forgive me where I've turned elsewhere.

Build faith in me.

Help me respond in ways that reflect You.

Amen.

Closing Question
What’s one burden we can pray with you about today?



