The Olivet Discourse — Matthew 24

Material condensed from A Case for Amillennialism by Kim Riddlebarger & Kingdom Come by Sam Storms

Presupposition — something that is assumed in advance or taken for granted.
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PRETRIBULATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM

Two Principles of Interpretation

1) The text must be read with an acute awareness to the immediate historical context in which
the passage took place. The passage we are going to focus on is the Olivet Discourse in

Matthew 24. It is imperative that we remember that Jesus’ words took place in a definite
historical context.

2) Let the Old Testament define the terms, phrases or images that are used in “end times”
passages. The book of Revelation and end times teaching in the gospels makes sense only in
light of the Old Testament.

Discussion Project...

*» Whois Jesus’ primary audience? What was the purpose of the gospel of Matthew?

*» What is going on historically at the time Jesus was giving this teaching? Matthew 24:1-44
(be sure to look at chapter 23 as well)

¢ What phrases, terms or images does Jesus use that require Old Testament context or
understanding?



Key to Interpretation
It would seem based on the context that the key to understanding Jesus’ teaching can be found in
looking closely at how Jesus answers the three questions asked by His disciples in vs. 3. The
following questions are in response to Matthew 23:1-24:2...

% Question 1 —=When will the temple be destroyed?

¢ Question 2 - What will be the sign that you are returning?

+* Question 3-How will we know that the end of the age is upon us?
Answers to the Questions
Jesus’ response to His disciples’ questions is two-fold...

a) He tells them when the temple will be destroyed.

b) He tells them that His second coming and the end of the age will not occur at the

destruction of the temple.

Simply put — the temple’s destruction can be dated by signs but His second coming cannot.
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