5-Day Devotional: Moving From Self to Surrender
Day 1: The Danger of Doing Your Own Thing

Reading: Deuteronomy 11:13-17; Ruth 1:1-5

Devotional: Elimelech's name meant "my God is king," yet when famine came, he fled God's
presence seeking comfort in Moab. His testimony was powerful, but his actions contradicted his
identity. How often do we bear Christ's name yet seek worldly solutions to our problems? When
discomfort arrives, our first instinct shouldn't be escape but surrender. God's promises don't
fail—we simply choose to leave them behind. Today, examine your uncomfortable situations.
Are you running toward God or away from Him? Remember, short-term solutions often result in
long-term loss. The God who allowed the trial is faithful to sustain you through it. Your testimony
isn't just your words—it's your choices when life gets hard.

Day 2: Fixing Your Eyes on the Eternal
Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:16-18

Devotional: Paul called his afflictions "light"—this from a man beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, and
rejected by those he loved. His secret? He fixed his eyes not on what was seen but on what
was unseen. Our circumstances scream for attention, demanding we find the missing piece to
solve our problems. But we're not missing a piece—we're missing peace. The Prince of Peace
stands ready to renew your inner self daily, even as external pressures mount. What feels
overwhelming today is temporary; what seems invisible is eternal. Stop searching for solutions
in your situation and start seeking Christ in your surrender. The weight of eternal glory far
exceeds any momentary trouble. Where are your eyes fixed today?

Day 3: You Are the Church
Reading: Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 28:18-20

Devotional: Church isn't something you attend—it's who you are. If you're in Christ, you carry
His presence into Monday's traffic, Tuesday's meetings, and Friday's family gatherings. We've
reduced discipleship to a program when Jesus intended it as a lifestyle. Lost people don't read
Scripture; they read you. Your coworkers, neighbors, and family are watching to see if Jesus
makes a difference. Are you living as a living sacrifice, or just checking a Sunday box?
Transformation happens when we stop conforming to the world's patterns and start renewing
our minds. This isn't about perfection—it's about direction. You have a ministry whether you
acknowledge it or not. The question is: what gospel are you preaching with your life?

Day 4: The Remnant's Resolve

Reading: Ruth 1:6-18



Devotional: Even after tragedy struck through Elimelech's poor choices, Naomi heard that "the
Lord had visited His people by giving them bread." God always honors His remnant. The
promise never left Naomi—she had left the promise by following her husband to Moab. But
when she heard of God's faithfulness, she acted on what she believed rather than what she
saw. Her circumstances screamed hopelessness, but faith whispered restoration. Her resolve
led Ruth—a Gentile from a cursed nation—to faith in the living God. Your faithfulness in difficulty
impacts more than just you. Someone is watching your response to hardship. Will they see you
running to God or running from Him? The promise hasn't left you. Return to it.

Day 5: A Resolution That Matters
Reading: Ruth 4:13-17; Matthew 1:1-6

Devotional: From tragedy came triumph. From a Moabite widow came King David's
great-grandmother. From a cursed nation came a link in Christ's genealogy. God redeemed
Naomi's devastation and Ruth's foreignness into His eternal plan. This is the only New Year's
resolution that matters: living with such resolve that Yahweh is glorified in every circumstance.
Not comfort. Not control. Not your own solutions. Just Christ. When you surrender your agenda
for His glory, He works "a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory." Stop trying to fix what
only God can redeem. Your uncomfortable situation might be the very place where God
demonstrates His faithfulness to a watching world. Will you trust Him there? The God of your
fathers is still on the throne.

Reflection Question for the Week: What "missing piece" have you been searching for that God
wants to replace with His peace?



