
Joseph
Pt.8 – Don’t Hit Back

Gen. 45:1Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and
he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with
Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that
the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 3Joseph said
to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not
able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 4Then Joseph
said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am
your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!”

The dangers of revenge:

1. Revenge blinds me to reality.
Phil. 2:5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made himself
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to death—even death on a cross!

2. Revenge lowers me to the offender’s level.

3. Revenge makes me look foolish.

4. Revenge puts me in the place of God.
Rom. 12:19 Dear friends, never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God. For it is
written, "I will take vengeance; I will repay those who deserve it," says the Lord.

Instead of taking revenge, choose to forgive.


