WHEN THE SPIRIT
BUILDS A GRURGH
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“The color line was washed away
in the blood..The ‘Azusa Mission’
became the great melting pot of
races, cultures, and social classes....

All were equal.”

—Frank Bartleman (Participant and
Chronicler of Azusa)
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Pentecost is not merely about a
religious experience but the Spirit
creating a new kind of community

under the reign of King Jesus.



Acts 2:42-43

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul,
and many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles.



Acts Z4k4-ha

44 And all who believed were together and had all
things in common. 45 And they were selling their

possessions and belongings and distributing the
proceeds to all, as any had need.




Acts 246-4

46 And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received
their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising
God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to their number day by day those who
were being saved.




Four Markers of a Spirit-Created Church

1. Word:

Devotion to the apostles’ teaching—The Spirit forms a
people centered on the story of Jesus, with scripture
being the basis for all truth.



Four Markers of a Spirit-Created Church

2. Koinonia:

Devotion to a shared life—The Spirit creates a new
family marked by generosity, unity, mutual care, and
deep participation in one another’s lives.



Acts 240

45 And they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as
any had need



Four Markers of a Spirit-Created Church

3. Breaking bread:
Devotion to the table—The Spirit gathers believers
around meals and life, making strangers into family.



AGts 2:46

46 And day by day, attending the temple together
and breaking bread in their homes, they received
their food with glad and generous hearts.




Four Markers of a Spirit-Created Church

4. Prayer:
Devotion to dependence on God—The Spirit draws the

church into worship, intercession, and continual
reliance on God’'s presence and power.



“Those who are not of us..seek and
request that they may enter into the
church and that prayer may be made for
them; for they know and are persuaded
that the prayer which is made in the

Church is greatly heard and avails much
with God.”

—"Didascalia Apostolorum”
(“The Teaching of the Apostles,” 250 CE)



“..because Christianity was a mass
movement, rooted in a highly committed
rank and file, it had the advantage of the
best of all marketing techniques: person-

to-person influence...

—Rodney Stark, “The Rise of Christianity”



..the primary means of [Christianity’s]
growth was through the united and
motivated efforts of the growing numbers
of Christian believers, who invited their
friends, relatives, and neighbors to share
the ‘good news.”™

—Rodney Stark, “The Rise of Christianity”
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