
June	3,	2018

OUR	PURPOSE:	To	be	a	community	of	believers	where,	no	matter	who
you	are,	you	can	can	experience	life	change	through	Jesus	Christ.

8	Accordingly,	though	I	am	bold	enough	in	Christ	to
command	you	to	do	what	is	required,	9	yet	for	love’s	sake
I	prefer	to	appeal	to	you-I,	Paul,	an	old	man	and	now	a
prisoner	also	for	Christ	Jesus-	10	I	appeal	to	you	for	my
child,	Onesimus,	whose	father	I	became	in	my
imprisonment.	11	(Formerly	he	was	useless	to	you,	but
now	he	is	indeed	useful	to	you	and	to	me.	12	I	am	sending
him	back	to	you,	sending	my	very	heart.	13	I	would	have
been	glad	to	keep	him	with	me,	in	order	that	he	might
serve	me	on	your	behalf	during	my	imprisonment	for	the
gospel,	14	but	I	preferred	to	do	nothing	without	your
consent	in	order	that	your	goodness	might	not	be	by
compulsion	but	of	your	own	accord.	15	For	this	perhaps
is	why	he	was	parted	from	you	for	a	while,	that	you	might
have	him	back	forever,16	No	longer	as	a	bondservant	but
more	than	a	bondservant,	as	a	beloved	brother-especially
to	me,	but	how	much	more	to	you,	both	in	the	flesh	and	in
the	Lord.	17	So	if	you	consider	me	your	partner,	receive
him	as	you	would	receive	me.	18	If	he	has	wronged	you	at
all,	or	owes	you	anything,	charge	that	to	my	account.	19
I,	Paul,	write	this	with	my	own	hand:	I	will	repay	it-to	say
nothing	of	your	owing	me	even	your	own	self.	20	Yes,
brother,	I	want	some	benefit	from	you	in	the	Lord.
Refresh	my	heart	in	Christ.	21	Confident	of	your
obedience,	I	write	to	you,	knowing	that	you	will	do	even
more	than	I	say.

—Philemon	1:8-21	(ESV)

1	I	therefore,	a	prisoner	for	the	Lord,	urge	you	to	walk	in
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a	manner	worthy	of	the	calling	to	which	you	have	been
called,	2	with	all	humility	and	gentleness,	with	patience,
bearing	with	one	another	in	love,	3	eager	to	maintain	the
unity	of	the	Spirit	in	the	bond	of	peace.	4	There	is	one
body	and	one	Spirit—just	as	you	were	called	to	the	one
hope	that	belongs	to	your	call—	5	one	Lord,	one	faith,
one	baptism,	6	one	God	and	Father	of	all,	who	is	over	all
and	through	all	and	in	all.

—Ephesians	4:1-6	(ESV)

1.	The	Gospel	Creates	A	UNITY	We	Must	GUARD

2.	Therefore,	GO	and	Seek	RECONCILIATION

23	So	if	you	are	offering	your	gift	at	the	altar	and	there
remember	that	your	brother	has	something	against	you,
24	leave	your	gift	there	before	the	altar	and	go.	First	be
reconciled	to	your	brother,	and	then	come	and	offer	your
gift.

—Matthew	5:23-24	(ESV)

15	“If	your	brother	sins	against	you,	go	and	tell	him	his
fault,	between	you	and	him	alone.	If	he	listens	to	you,	you
have	gained	your	brother.

—Matthew	18:15	(ESV)

3.	And,	RECEIVE	those	who	have	WRONGED	you

Therefore	welcome	one	another	as	Christ	has	welcomed
you,	for	the	glory	of	God.

—Romans	15:7	(ESV)

17	Repay	no	one	evil	for	evil,	but	give	thought	to	do	what
is	honorable	in	the	sight	of	all.	18	If	possible,	so	far	as	it
depends	on	you,	live	peaceably	with	all.	19	Beloved,	never
avenge	yourselves,	but	leave	it	to	the	wrath	of	God,	for	it
is	written,	“Vengeance	is	mine,	I	will	repay,	says	the
Lord.”

—Romans	12:17-19	(ESV)

12	Put	on	then,	as	God’s	chosen	ones,	holy	and	beloved,
compassionate	hearts,	kindness,	humility,	meekness,	and



patience,	13	bearing	with	one	another	and,	if	one	has	a
complaint	against	another,	forgiving	each	other;	as
the	Lord	has	forgiven	you,	so	you	also	must	forgive.

—Colossians	3:12-13	(ESV)


