
WORSHIP GUIDE

WELCOME  	 Pastor Beth Snarr
PRELUDE  			           “Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound”	 Sunny Baik

arr. Mark Hayes 

CALL TO WORSHIP  		  Nikenna Deffenbaugh
We are children of God:
Called to praise, and to bless, and to show mercy.
We are citizens of a nation:
Called to care, and to respond, and to share our freedom.
We are members of a community: 
Called to know each other, and to accept each other, and to welcome all.
We belong to God, and through God, to one another.
So may our hearts be as one, and let us worship our God.

HYMN  UMH 729 			   “O Day Of Peace That Dimly Shines”	
1 O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, guide us 

to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes. May swords of hate fall from 
our hands, our hearts from envy find release, till by God’s grace our warring world shall see 
Christ’s promised reign of peace.

2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small; as beasts and 
cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all. Then enemies shall learn to love, all 
creatures find their true accord; the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall 
know the Lord.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  	 Ena Trakilovic
We affirm that human beings are made for God and for one another. We celebrate the 

diversity of our human family and respond to God’s call in the world through acts of 
mercy and justice.

We profess that all we are and all that we possess, belongs to God. We are temporary 
stewards of resources and material goods that should be used to serve God and our 
neighbor. We recognize economic challenges of scarcity, but pledge to live into a 
Kingdom of God where all are cared for and all have enough.

We affirm that our involvement in political systems is rooted in the Gospel imperative to 
love our neighbor, to do justice, and to care for the vulnerable. Our political action is to 
be aimed at a common good and not a pursuit of power.

We believe that the Triune God is a God that is community, and that God created 
humanity to be in community. We are called to be holy, and are made holy though the 
saving work of Christ and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI  UMH 70	  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE  	
RECEIVING GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS  	
SPECIAL MUSIC  			             “A Closer Walk with God”	 Chancel Choir

Eugene Butler

CALL TO PRAYER  UMH 496 (vs 1)         “Sweet Hour Of Prayer”	
Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! that calls me from a world of care, and bids me at 
my Father’s throne make all my wants and wishes known. In seasons of distress and grief, my 
soul has often found relief, and oft escaped the tempter’s snare by thy return, sweet hour of 
prayer!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  	 Pastor Harold Henderson
LORD’S PRAYER  UMH 895	
GATHERING SONG  FWS 2233 	          “Where Children Belong”	

This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. Water, God’s 
Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: this is where children belong.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT  	 Pastor Beth Snarr
SERMON  					         Triple Citizenship	 Heather Pancoast 

Citizens of the United States
Matthew 5:21-24, 38-48 

 John 17: 20-23

October 11, 2026 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

(Gator Wesley Sunday)

WE WELCOME AND AFFIRM THOSE OF EVERY RACE, ETHNICITY, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
 GENDER IDENTITY, SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITION, FAMILY STRUCTURE, 

 AND MENTAL OR PHYSICAL ABILITY INTO ALL ASPECTS OF THE LIFE OF THIS CONGREGATION.



ALTAR FLOWERS
Today’s altar flowers are given by Phil and Beth Snarr in celebration of Richard and Karen Snarr’s 
56th wedding anniversary, and in memory of their dear friend, Paul Smail. 

PRAYER CONCERNS
If you have prayers to be lifted up, drop an email to our Prayer Team at prayer@fumcgnv.org or go 
to https://fumcgnv.org/PrayerRequest.

OUR SERMON SERIES - TRIPLE CITIZENSHIP
Our sermon series is titled “Triple Citizenship” and our guest preacher for this 
service is Heather Pancoast, Co-Director of Gator Wesley Campus Ministry. 
As followers of Jesus who live in the US, most of us claim three overlapping 
identities: citizens of the world, citizens of the United States, and citizens 
of God’s Kingdom. Each citizenship carries responsibilities and sometimes 
tensions. This series explores Jesus’ teachings from the Sermon on the Mount that give us 
direction on how to hold them together faithfully. However, when our citizenships collide, which 
one gets the final word? Jesus’ answer throughout Matthew 5–7 is the Kingdom of God.

MISSION FOCUS - GATOR WESLEY
Our ministry focus today is the Gator Wesley Foundation, a United Methodist 
campus ministry for UF and SFC that has been critical to the formation of Christ-
following young adults for the last 100 years! Although Gator Wesley receives 
financial support from the Florida Annual Conference, they are responsible for raising 
approximately 50% of their annual budget - thanks in advance for your generosity in 
support of these amazing college students who are not only the leaders of tomorrow, but who 
are leading well today! Please mark “Gator Wesley” on however you give.

EXPLORING MEMBERSHIP CLASS STARTING OCTOBER 18
Exploring Membership classes are conversational and informative sessions for anyone who 
desires to learn more about First UMC and Methodism, and are a great way to get to know some 
new people and to answer any questions you might have. This series of three, one-hour sessions 
will be held in Bell Hall (room to be determined) and the classes will start at 9:15 a.m. - childcare 
and coffee will be available! Attending the sessions are not a commitment to join the church, but 
for those who are ready, you will have the opportunity to join as a member of First UMC during 
worship in November. Questions or to sign up, please contact Janet Rocap, our Director of Adult 
Discipleship, at janet@fumcgnv.org.

COMMUNION SERVICE AFTER WORSHIP TODAY
A brief Service of Holy Communion will be held in the Shaw Memorial Chapel (located off 
the Fellowship Hall) immediately after worship today. If you’d like to receive this tangible 
expression of God’s grace, please join us. Everyone is welcome!

GIVE ONLINE
use the QR code above 

or visit 
fumcgnv.com/GiveOnline 
or via the First UMC app

Have you considered long-
term support of our church 

ministries through our Legacy 
Endowment Fund? For more 

details, contact  
legacy@fumcgnv.org

WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES

GIVE BY CHECK
Place in a black offering box,

or mail or bring to the
Church Office at 
419 NE 1st Street 

Gainesville, FL 32601

L
The light of Jesus shines most 
brightly when our God-given 

time and talents are shared in 
service to others. Learn where 
you can volunteer by using the 

QR code above or visit 
fumcgnv.org/ways-to-serve

HYMN  UMH 696 			             “America The Beautiful”	
1 O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain; for purple mountain majesties 

above the fruited plain! America! America! God shed his grace on thee, and crown thy good 
with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.

2 O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, who more than self their country loved, 
and mercy more than life! America! America! May God thy gold refine, till all success be 
nobleness, and every gain divine.

3 O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years thine alabaster cities gleam, 
undimmed by human tears! America! America! God mend thine every flaw, confirm thy soul 
in self-control, thy liberty in law.

BENEDICTION  	 Pastor Beth Snarr
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  W&S 3154 “Draw the Circle Wide”	

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. Let this be our song: no one stands alone. Standing side 
by side. Draw the circle. Draw the circle wide.

POSTLUDE  					              “Musette”	 Sunny Baik
Christoph Willibald von Gluck
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