
Lessons
and

Carols
December 11, 2022

The Third Sunday of Advent

We welcome and affirm those of every age, race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, socio-economic condition, 

family structure, and physical or mental ability into 
all aspects of the life of this congregation.



As a community of faith that believes in 
Open Hearts,  Open Minds, and Open Doors, 

we’re so glad you’re here and we hope you can join us again for worship!
We worship every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. in our Sanctuary and online.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Children’s Nativity and Candlelight Service at 4:00 p.m.
Choir, Candlelight, and Communion Service at 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Day Praise in Your Pajamas
Sunday, December 25 at 10:30 a.m.

A special worship experience of sharing the A, B, C’s of Christmas 
 through scripture, story-telling, and song.

New Years Day Worship Service
Sunday, January 1 at 10:30 a.m.

Start the new year off right in worship. Holy Communion and coffee will be available!

All of our services are available online at
Web site: fumcgnv.org/watch  

Facebook: facebook.com/fumcgnv 
YouTube: youtube.com/FirstUnitedMethodistChurch

419 NE 1st Street, Gainesville, Florida 32601
(352) 372-8523 | contact@fumcgnv.org



WELCOME     Pastor Beth Snarr
PRELUDE          “Christmas Bells Overture” 

arr. Douglas Wagner

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Move us, Joyful God, take our hands and lead us in your dance of creation.
When we are uncertain, guard our hearts with your peace.
When our steps falter, surround us with the strength of your Spirit.
Guide us, glorious God, until we move and sing with the joy of your salvation as we 

worship in the name of Emmanuel!
CAROL  UMH 250 (vs 2, 3, 4)       “Once In Royal David’s City”  

2 He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter was a 
stable, and his cradle was a stall. With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth 
our Savior holy.

3 Jesus is our childhood’s pattern; day by day, like us he grew; he was little, weak, and 
helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew; and he feeleth for our sadness, and he 
shareth in our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child so 
dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his children on to the place 
where he is gone.

ADVENT AFFIRMATION    
It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and loss. 

This is true:
For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life;
It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, 

death and destruction. This is true:
I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly.
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and 

destruction rule forever. This is true:
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government shall be upon 

his shoulders, his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. Let us see visions of love and 
peace and justice.

Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ - the life 
of the world.

GLORIA PATRI    
Praise to God, the One who made us. Praise to Christ, the new-born Son. Praise the Spirit, 
ever with us. Praise the God-head, Three in One. Clear the path! Prepare the way! Advent 
leads to Christmas Day.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
HYMN  UMH 204         “Emmanuel, Emmanuel”   

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. God with us, revealed in us, his 
name is called Emmanuel.

WELCOME!
FROM THE FIRST UMC FAITH FAMILY



SCRIPTURE LESSON        Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  
CAROL                “Walk in the Light”  

Andre Thomas
Walk in the light, beautiful light. Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine bright. Shine 
all around us by day and by night. Jesus the light of the world.

READING            “Where the Light Begins”  
Jan Richardson

SPECIAL MUSIC       “Coventry Carol” 
Valerie Stephenson

SCRIPTURE LESSON     Luke 1:26–35, 38 
SPECIAL MUSIC               “Christmas Lullaby” 
CAROL  FWS 2095          “Star-Child” 

1 Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, love Child, Christ Child, heaven’s lightning 
rod,

This year, this year let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive!
2 Street child, beat child, no place left to go, hurt child, used child, no one wants to know, 
3 Grown child, old child, memory full of years, sad child, lost child, story told in tears, 
4 Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, wise child, faith child, knowing joy in 

store, 
5 Hope-for-peace Child, God’s stupendous sign, down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that 

shine, 
READING          “Ukrainian Christmas Eve” 

Joseph Kushnir

SPECIAL MUSIC               “Carol of the Bells”  
Leontovich/Wilhousky/Ekbladh

RECEIVING GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS    
SPECIAL MUSIC                    “African Noel”  

Andre Thomas

READING              “In Search of Our Kneeling Places”  
Ann Weems

CAROL  UMH 230      “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and dreamless 

sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; the 
hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and 
praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.

3 How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; so God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where 
meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, cast out our sin, and enter in, be 
born in us today. We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to 
us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

SCRIPTURE LESSON                Matthew 1:18-25 
SPECIAL MUSIC        “Do You Hear What I Hear?” 

arr. Harry Simeone

SCRIPTURE LESSON          John 1:1-18 



CAROL  UMH 246               “Joy To The World”  
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare 

him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and 
heaven, and nature sing.

2 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ; while fields and floods, 
rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat 
the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes to make 
his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the 
curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of his 
righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, and 
wonders of his love.

BENEDICTION      
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  W&S 3154  “Draw the Circle Wide” 

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. Let this be our song: no one stands alone. 
Standing side by side. Draw the circle. Draw the circle wide.

POSTLUDE       

Special thanks to everyone who helped and contributed long hours and hard work to making 
this year’s Lessons and Carols a fabulous success! Please see below for a list of the groups and 

musicians that made this worship experience possible. You are all greatly appreciated!

Michael Ekbladh, Director of Music Ministries

Gavan Mcvey, organ & piano
Celebration Ringers

Chancel Choir
Tech Crew 

Brass
George Emmanuel 

Jacob Hardy 
Tim Haugen 

Christian Jose 
Drew Miller
April Zink

Percussion
Garrett Hecker

Jahirah Williams
Soloists

Estelle Ayomen
Lacy Patton

ALTAR FLOWERS
Today’s altar flowers are given by Joe and Carol Ward in celebration of their 54th wedding 
anniversary.

LAST DAY FOR POINSETTIA ORDERS
Help make the Sanctuary even more beautiful for Advent by purchasing poinsettias in honor or 
in memory of loved ones! You can place your order today by filling 
out a card that is located at the Welcome Table in the Narthex. The 
poinsettias will be in the Sanctuary on Sunday, December 18 and you 
can take them home after the service on Sunday, December 25.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT
This year’s First UMC Christmas ornament is available at the Welcome 
Table in the Narthex. We hope you’ll pick one up and hang it on your 
tree as a reminder of the best Christmas gift of all - Jesus Christ!



ADVENT 2022
As we do our best to “wait well” during this 
season of Advent for the coming of Jesus 
born as the ultimate gift of love for the 
world, it’s been our privilege to give gifts of 
love to others in several ways:

• Over $1200 was donated to purchase 
Christmas gifts cards for our Florida 
United Methodist Children’s Home.

• A poinsettia and tin of homemade cookies were delivered to 
members of our faith family who find it difficult to get 
to church due to poor health.

• Snacks and messages of encouragement were 
provided to the students at our UMC campus 
ministry, Gator Wesley, during finals week.

• Individually wrapped packs of homemade cookies for 
each staff member delivered to Metcalfe Elementary 
and our FUMPers preschool teachers.

• We partnered with our FUMPers families to fill holiday gift bags with 
batteries, new t-shirts and pre-packaged snacks for Helping 
Clients who attend our weekly 
Monday worship service and meal.

• We continue to receive financial 
support for the Helping Hands Clinic 
Match Challenge.

Music has also lifted our spirits and the 
spirits of those in our community with 
special events like the:

• Gainesville Pops Concert with our 
First UMC Celebration Ringers

• Advent Organ Recital
• Musica Vera Holiday Concert 

And we’re still looking forward to:
• Dickens Inn Christmas Celebration with dinner and 

music (December 13 and 14)
• Voices Rising Concert (December 17 and 18)

Thanks be to God for this holy season of hope, 
peace, joy and love. As we receive these gifts of 
grace, may we share them generously today, 
tomorrow and always! 



HELPING HANDS MATCH CHALLENGE
During this special season of giving, we celebrate the ministry 
of our mission partner, Helping Hands Clinic. HHC has 
consistently served our community’s most vulnerable for over 
30 years and they continue to be their patients’ primary source 
for healthcare. We hope you’ll support this life-saving work in 
2023 and beyond by participating in the Helping Hands Clinic 
Annual Holiday Donation Match Challenge!

Thanks to last year’s drive, HHC was able to provide 1,588 visits 
through their various medical clinics and programs. In addition, they had many additional 
needy people come to the Monday meals and needed items closet, and 626 visits to the 
Women’s Health and Empowerment Program. The women’s program continued to offer 
a nutritious meal, clothing, showers, hygiene products, education programs, and support 
groups in a safe and supportive environment. This year saw many volunteers joining the 
efforts of Helping Hands Clinic. The monetary value of the volunteers is estimated at well 
over a half million dollars: $595,171. HHC is extremely grateful for both the dedication of 
the volunteers and the financial support they have received from many like you. 

Once again, a volunteer donor and “Uncle Ike Family” has pledged to match monetary 
donations given to the clinic by December 31st. These funds will be used by the clinic to 
support all aspects of program operations. Donations by check can be made to First UMC 
with “Helping Hands Clinic” in the memo line, directly to Helping Hands via their web site at 
hhclinicgnv.org, or through First UMC giving page at fumcgnv.org/giveonline and using the 
Helping Hands quick-link on the left. 

We are so grateful for all the ways Helping Hands and First UMC have been in partnership 
for so many years to bring healing, not only to broken bodies, but also to broken spirits. 
Please also feel free pass the word to anyone who’d be interested in helping to support this 
lifegiving work! God Bless You.

Lyrics used by permission. CCLI License #20865697

WAYS TO SUPPORT OUR MINISTRIES

GIVE ONLINE
Visit our website  

www.fumcgnv.com/give-online 
or via the First UMC app

Have you considered long-
term support of our church 

ministries through our 
Legacy Endowment Fund? 
For more details, contact  

legacy@fumcgnv.org

TEXT TO GIVE
Text FUMCGNV 

to 
1-888-364-GIVE (4483)

GIVE BY CHECK
Mail or bring your check  

to the Church Office 
419 NE 1st Street 

Gainesville, FL 32601

L



CONNECTION CARD
Please place the Connection Card in the basket on your way out of the Sanctuary today.

You can also fill this out online using our First UMC app or at fumcgnv.org/ConnectionCard

Name(s):  
Member Guest Regular Attendee

Please add/update my contact information:

Email: Phone:

Address:
Please add me to your email list   Please have someone contact me, I am interested in

Please have a Pastor contact me

Questions, Comments, Prayer Requests  
Please share only with the Pastors 

Mobile

Home

Volunteering

Growth Groups

Membership at First UMC

Other


