
 

 

11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 

From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was 

found for them.12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 

before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book 

was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged 

by what was written in the books, according to what they had 

done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, 

each one of them, according to what they had done.14 Then Death 

and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second 

death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found 

written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  

Revelation 20:11-15 

 

 Final judgment (Acts 17:30-31, Matthew 10:15, 11:22, 24, 

12:36, Hebrews 6:2, 2 Peter 2:4) 

 Hell (Matthew 10:28, 13:42,50, 25:46, Mark 9:43, 10:28, 

Jude 7, Revelation 19:20, 21:8) 

 This struggle with judgement and Hell is not only occurring 

outside the church. 

 Diminished view of the gospel 

 

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. 21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the 

things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is 

death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 

slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, 

eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 6:20-23 

 There are consequences to unforgiven sin. 

 Some in the church simply choose to ignore the reality of Hell. 

 The problem is that we cannot truly grasp God’s love 

for us and his sacrifice on the cross without 

understanding the depravity of sin, the seriousness of 

sin, and the destructive power and nature of sin. 

 Common arguments against the existence of Hell: 

 God would not send people to Hell 

 This judgement will be just (1 Peter 2:17, 

Romans 2:11) 

 God has provided a way for salvation (John 

3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 1 Timothy 

2:6, 4:10, Titus 2:11, 2 Peter 3:9)  

 Hell is too severe 

 Sin is rebellion (Romans 1:18-32) 

 Sin requires punishment (Romans 1:32, 2:2, 

5-6) 



 Jesus has provided redemption (Romans 

2:4, 3:22-24, 4:7-8, 5:8-9) 

What can we learn as we apply the gospel to the doctrine of final 

judgment and Hell? 

1. We know justice will be served  (Psalm 111:7, Daniel 4:37, 

Galatians 6:7, Revelation 15:3) 

 

 

2. We are motivated to forgive  others (Romans 12:19, 1 Peter 

2:22-23) 

 

 

3. We recognize the seriousness  of sin (Hebrews 9:27) 

 

 

4. We remain on mission  (1 Thessalonians 5:9) 

 

 

“The vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to punish the ungodly 

has become a deadly opiate for the consciences of millions. It hushes 

their fears and allows them to practice all pleasant forms of iniquity 

while death draws every day nearer and the command to repent goes 

unheeded.” A.W. Tozer 

“As hell was becoming for many no more than a swear word, sin was 

also an accepted way of life….If people can ignore what the Bible calls 

sin, then they can quite logically discount what it says about the reality 

of Hell.” Billy Graham 

“We cannot, of course, form any adequate notion of hell, any more than 

we can of heaven, and no doubt it is good for us that this is so; but 

perhaps the clearest notion we can form is derived from contemplating 

the cross.” J.I. Packer 

 

 


