Small Group Guide: "God's Watchful Care in Hopeless Situations"

Based on Luke 7:11-17

Opening Prayer & Icebreaker (10 minutes)

Icebreaker Question: Share about a time when you watched a movie or read a story differently as you got older.
What new perspective did you gain?

Sermon Summary (5 minutes)

Andrew Johnson from Woodland Lakes Christian Camp shared the story of Jesus raising the widow's son in Nain. The
sermon challenged us to see this miracle not just as a display of Jesus' power, but as a demonstration of God's
intimate care for us in our most hopeless moments. Jesus didn't just raise a dead man—He restored hope to a
hopeless widow, showing that God "watch cares" over His people.

Key Scripture

Luke 7:11-17 (Read aloud together)

Discussion Questions

Understanding the Text (15 minutes)

1.  What made the widow's situation so hopeless in first-century culture? How does understanding her
context change how we read this story?

2. Why was it significant that Jesus stopped the funeral procession and touched the coffin? What social
and religious boundaries was He crossing?

3. The sermon mentioned that Jesus said "Don't cry" to the grieving mother—something we shouldn't
typically say. Why could Jesus say this when we shouldn't?

Personal Reflection (20 minutes)

4. Andrew shared the story of Barbie trapped in her home during the flood. Have you experienced a
"long night of hopelessness"? What was that like? (Allow people to share at their comfort level)

5. The sermon stated: "Without problems, there would be no solutions. Without brokenness, there'd be
no healing." How have you seen God work through difficult circumstances in your life?

6. What's the difference between God "watching over" us and God "watch caring" for us? How does this
distinction impact how you view God's involvement in your daily life?

Theological Exploration (15 minutes)

7. Andrew mentioned that miracles in the Bible often happened when God was trying to get people's
attention. Do you think God still does miracles today? Why or why not?

8. The sermon concluded that while God may not heal every physical ailment for His glory, there IS a
miracle available to all of us. What is that miracle? (Answer: Resurrection and eternal life through Christ)



9. Read the hymn lyrics shared in the sermon: "Does Jesus care when my heart is pained so deeply for
mirth and song? When burdens press and cares distress and waves grow weary and long? Oh yes, he
cares. | know he cares." How does knowing Jesus cares change how we face hardship?

Key Takeaways

¢ God is not distant—He is intimately involved in our lives, even in our most hopeless moments

e Jesus' miracles reveal God's heart for restoration, not just His power

e Our ultimate hope is not in earthly solutions but in the resurrection promise we have through Christ

¢ God "watch cares" over us—He's not just observing but actively caring for our needs

¢ Sometimes perspective changes everything—what looks like a story about one person might actually be
about someone else (or us!)

Practical Application (15 minutes)

This Week's Challenge:

Choose one of the following to practice this week:

1. Ildentify Your Hopeless Place: Take time in prayer to identify one area where you feel hopeless or
overwhelmed. Specifically ask God to help you see His "watch care" in that situation. Journal what God
reveals to you.

2. Be Jesus to Someone Else: Think of someone in your life who might be in a "hopeless situation." Reach out
to them this week—not with empty platitudes, but with practical help and genuine presence. (Remember:
don't say "don't cry" unless you're Jesus!)

3. Gratitude Practice: Each day this week, write down one way you've seen God's care in your life—past or
present. Share these with the group next time you meet.

4. Study Miracles: Read through the Gospel of Luke this week and note every miracle Jesus performs. Ask
yourself: Who received the miracle? What hopeless situation was addressed? What does this reveal about
God's character?

Group Action:

Discuss: Is there someone in our church or community facing a hopeless situation right now? How can our group
practically demonstrate God's "watch care" to them this week?

Closing Reflection (5 minutes)

Read together:

"All my life you have been faithful. And all my life you have been so, so good. With every breath that | am able, | will
sing of the goodness of God."

Silent Reflection: Take 60 seconds of silence to thank God for His faithful care in your life.

Closing Prayer



Invite group members to share brief prayer requests, especially related to areas of hopelessness or need. Close by
praying specifically for God's "watch care" over each person and situation mentioned.

Leader Notes

e Be sensitive to those who may be in genuinely difficult situations
o Create space for silence and reflection—not every question needs immediate answers

e The flood story is powerful but potentially triggering for those who've experienced trauma; be prepared to
offer pastoral support if needed

e Emphasize that God's care doesn't always mean immediate rescue, but He is always present with us



