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• Understanding the relationship between Israel and the Church – not dispensational, not replacement … OT: nation 

of Israel and a remnant of Israel – (Rm9:6-8) not all of Israel is the true Israel … NT: faithful remnant becomes those 
who believe Jesus is the Messiah … Mathison: True Israel became defined by union with the True Israelite – Jesus Christ 
… Acts: Jewish believers, the true Israel, are known as the Church … Ch8: Samaritans are included in Church … 
Ch10: Gentiles are included in Church … The Church, the true Israel, now consists of believers who are Jewish and 
non-Jewish … Ethnicity no longer is a qualifier for true Israel – one’s faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah is how one 
becomes part of the true Israel, the Church (Rm2:28-29, Gl3:28-29) … Rm11 Olive tree: good branches (remnant Israel), broken 
off branches (unbelieving Israel), branches grafted in (non-Jewish believers), broken branches grafted back in (repentant Jewish believers) 

… God doesn’t tear down Olive tree and start over with a new tree (replacement) … Nor does God plant a tree alongside 
the Olive tree, so there’s two trees (dispensationalism) … Same Tree from OTàNTàtoday … True Israel / the Church 

 
• The Mystery of Christ … Mystery: only discovered and understood by the Spirit’s enlightenment (1Co2:7-10) … God’s 

grace comes thru this mystery that has been revealed – the mystery of Christ … Jewish and Gentile believers are of 
the same body, of the same heirs, of the same partnership … Meaning neither one can experience the fulfillment of 
every promise apart from Christ and one another … Why? Because they’re now one people (Ep2:11-22; Gl3:27-29) … The 
fact that all believers are joined to Christ makes it impossible for Jewish believers and Gentile believers to exist as 
two separate groups, to enjoy an inheritance that the other won’t also enjoy … By Christ every promise is fulfilled 
… In Christ every promise is received … Thru Christ every promise is enjoyed 

 
• Wright: According to Jewish expectation, if the ingathering of the Gentiles were to take place, Israel had to be restored … 

[When God opened the gospel to Gentiles in Acts 10] in some sense the prophesied restoration of Israel must have already 
happened and was being demonstrated precisely in the success of the gentile mission. (see Ac15:12-18) … The full restoration 
of the Jewish people has happened and yet continues to happen and won’t be completed until Christ returns … 
This restoration goes hand in hand with Gentile inclusion … It’s the bringing together of one people in Christ 
 

o Ladd: Jesus’ appeal cuts through external national relationships and demanded an individual response to His own 
person … He challenged Israel to find in personal relationship to Himself her divinely ordained destiny … And if He 
offered to Israel the fulfillment of her true identity, then this destiny was actually accomplished in those who 
received His message – His disciples are the recipients of the messianic salvation, the people of God’s Kingdom, the 
true Israel. … Thus, every disciple joined to Christ is counted as belonging to the true Israel / the Church 

 
o Paul takes a passage from Hosea that speaks about the remnant of Israel, and applies this truth to the 

Church – Jewish and non-Jewish believers – Rm9:23-27 … God is fulfilling His word in restoring His people 
and expanding His household – by Christ, in Christ, thru Christ … Peter applies names and responsibilities 
of OT Israel to the Church – 1Pe2:5,9-10 … The Church is the true Israel because Christ is the true Israel 
… The true Israel / the Church is made of believers from every ethnicity, tribe, and language … And this is 
God’s One People of His Kingdom 

 
• What of the nation of Israel today … They largely remain outside of God’s new covenant because they reject Jesus 

Christ to be their Messiah … And yet, we continue to pray for their salvation … In the nation God has a remnant He 
is awakening to the truth concerning Jesus Christ being the Messiah … Storms: Any and all Jewish people who come to 
faith in Jesus Christ will become members of the Church, the ‘one new man’ of Ephesians 2. They will be grafted back into the 
one olive tree (Rm11) where they, together and in complete unity with Gentile believers will inherit the promises made to 
the patriarchs. … God is gathering His people, and He will bring them into their inheritance, and there they’ll live 
with Him forever and enjoy the blessings of His Kingdom 

 
 
 
 



The unfolding of God’s Kingdom through the Bible: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible,” by Vaughan Roberts 
Purchase the book here: https://us.10ofthose.com/partners/gracemissionary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Articles and Books quoted in this sermon: 
 

• Keith Mathison – The Church and Israel in the NT: https://learn.ligonier.org/articles/the-church-and-israel-in-the-new-testament  
 

• Chris Wright – A Christian Approach to OT Prophecy Concerning Israel: 
https://gospelstudies.org.uk/theologicalstudies/pdf/jerusalem_wright.pdf  

 
• Sam Storms – three articles on the Church and Israel 

o Part 1: https://www.samstorms.org/all-articles/post/the-church--israel--and--replacement--theology---part-1  
o Part 2: https://www.samstorms.org/all-articles/post/the-church--israel--and--replacement--theology---part-iii (says part 3, but it's part 2) 
o Part 3: https://www.samstorms.org/all-articles/post/the-church--israel--and--replacement--theology---part-ii (says part 2, but it's part 3) 

 
• George Ladd – The Presence of the Future: https://www.amazon.com/Presence-Future-Eschatology-Biblical-Realism/dp/0802815316/  

 
 
Books this series is based on: 

• Graeme Goldsworthy 
o According to Plan: https://us.10ofthose.com/product/9780830826964/according-to-plan-paperback 
o Gospel and Kingdom: https://us.10ofthose.com/product/9781842270363/the-goldsworthy-trilogy-paperback  

 
• Vaughan Roberts – God’s Big Picture: https://us.10ofthose.com/product/9780830853649/gods-big-picture-paperback  
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