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• Passages like this are used to justify practices and beliefs about women and men, and their roles in marriage, and 
even in society, that goes beyond the author’s intention … Why it’s imperative we learn how to read the Bible well, 
so to understand the Bible correctly and apply the Bible faithfully … Framework – the Bible was written by God, through 
people, to others, about Jesus, for us … While some passages easy for kid to understand, other passages require to 
dig beneath the surface for what’s being said and why, so you can accurately apply the passage to Your context 

 
• Peter addressing how to live as believers in a world that stands opposed to Christ … character and conduct he calls 

us to put on does not come naturally to us (2:11) … We need to actively keep ourselves in check by listening to the Holy 
Spirit within us … Voluntarily come under every human authority because of the Lord … God’s ordained authority 

 
• Women are to voluntarily come under the leadership of their husbands … Not blanket command for a woman to submit 

to every man … Nor passage barring women from having any leadership in society (home and church are roles defined specifically) 
… Gn1:26-28 – both created in God’s image; partners in exercising dominion over creation … Mt28:18-20 – both 
commanded to make disciples everywhere and anywhere (no restrictions) … All Christians are to voluntarily come under 
the authority and roles God has ordained for men & women … Though, women who are married to non-Christian 
men are being addressed by Peter, the principles he puts forth apply to all wives and all husbands 

 
o A wife’s submission should be motivated by the gospel Christ achieved and demonstrated … Submission is a sign 

of your faith and devotion in God … He’s the primary recipient of your submission (3:3-4) … As you do this, He 
provides you the means to extend honor, trust, grace, and unconditional love to your spouse 

 
o This does not mean that a wife and husband will always agree on a decision; nor does it mean that a wife is 

unable to give her opinion or express ideas … Marriage is a covenant between a man and woman, who are joined 
as one in partnership … Though a husband is head of family, he’s not a solo leader or solo decision maker – 
he leads and makes decisions in partnership with his wife … When final decision is needed it falls to him … 
He leads the family as the Lord is leading him … His wife comes under his leadership, and the kids come 
under the leadership of both parents 

 
o As said before, outer change is a byproduct of inner change … Nothing wrong with women wearing jewelry, or 

braiding their hair, or getting dolled up for husband … But don’t use these to win an argument, manipulate 
or be deceptive or be in competition with others … Those things are of the world; you are of Christ … Gentle 
– of the Spirit, character of Christ (Mt11:29); inner disposition of strength, faith, and confidence in God … Quiet 
– inner disposition of stability; not ruled by fear or emotion … (Gn18:6-15) Only time Sarah calls Abraham lord, 
regarding God announcing they were having a son … Shows how she honored Abraham (other ways Gn12, 21, 22) 
… An example for wives, as they faithfully walk with Christ … Allow your position in Christ to influence your 
role as a wife and a mom (and grandmom) … And as a husband 

 
• Husbands in the same manner live with your wife (2:13) … Submitting to God enables you to honor your wife with respect, 

service, gentleness, and unconditional love (Ep5:21) … Nothing manly about disrespecting women … Wife is a partner 
/ vessel just like you; a coheir in Christ with you 

 
o She’s a weaker vessel in that she can be easily hurt, taken advantage of, trampled upon, wounded by you 

and others … Husbands, don’t allow this to happen – protect her, defend her, love her as Christ loves her 
 

o Your relationship with God greatly impacts your marriage relationship … If you want a deeper relationship with 
your spouse, check your relationship with God … If these relationships are unbalanced, your prayers with 
your spouse, and for your family, can be hindered … Fight for your spouse and with your spouse in prayer, as 
you both depend on the Holy Spirit to form the character of Christ in you for the Father’s glory 


