Smokescreens - week 1
“Smash the selfie”

“Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they
began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and
confused.

And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like
mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. So God abandoned them to do whatever
shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and degrading things with each
other’s bodies. They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the
things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.”
Romans 1:21, 23-25 NLT

“But God’s angry displeasure erupts as acts of human mistrust and wrongdoing and lying
accumulate, as people try to put a shroud over truth. But the basic reality of God is plain
enough. Open your eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has
created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as such can’t see: eternal power,
for instance, and the mystery of his divine being. So nobody has a good excuse. What
happened was this: People knew God perfectly well, but when they didn’t treat him like God,
refusing to worship him, they trivialized themselves into silliness and confusion so that there
was neither sense nor direction left in their lives. They pretended to know it all, but were
illiterate regarding life. They traded the glory of God who holds the whole world in his hands for
cheap figurines you can buy at any roadside stand.”

Romans 1:18-23 MSG

God sees you differently than you see yourself!

“Saul replied, “But I’'m only from the tribe of Benjamin, the smallest tribe in Israel, and my
family is the least important of all the families of that tribe! Why are you talking like this to
me?””

1 Samuel 9:21 NLT

“But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for | have rejected
him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart.””

1 Samuel 16:7 NLT

God has given you more and trusts you with more than you think.
“You make your saving help my shield, and your right hand sustains me; your help has made

me great.”
Psalm 18:35 NIV



“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish
infinitely more than we might ask or think.”
Ephesians 3:20 NLT

“You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is
greater than the one who is in the world.”
1 John 4:4 NIV

Everything you know is a lot less about you than you realize.

“Yes, and | am willing to look even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my own
eyes! But those servant girls you mentioned will indeed think | am distinguished!””
2 Samuel 6:22 NLT

“But God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime example of his great
patience with even the worst sinners. Then others will realize that they, too, can believe in him
and receive eternal life. All honor and glory to God forever and ever! He is the eternal King, the
unseen one who never dies; he alone is God. Amen.”

1 Timothy 1:16-17 NLT



