
THE INVITATION  

We are invited to live out our faith both publicly and privately.   

9 If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is by believing in your heart 
that you are made right with God, and it is by openly declaring your faith that 
you are saved.  Romans 10:9-10 

15 Hearing this, a man sitting at the table with Jesus exclaimed, “What a 
blessing it will be to attend a banquet in the Kingdom of God!” 

16 Jesus replied with this story: “A man prepared a great feast and sent out 
many invitations. 17 When the banquet was ready, he sent his servant to tell 
the guests, ‘Come, the banquet is ready.’ 18 But they all began making 
excuses. One said, ‘I have just bought a field and must inspect it. Please 
excuse me.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs of oxen, and I 
want to try them out. Please excuse me.’20 Another said, ‘I just got married, 
so I can’t come.’   
21 “The servant returned and told his master what they had said. His 
master was furious and said, ‘Go quickly into the streets and alleys of 
the town and invite the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the 
lame.’ 22 After the servant had done this, he reported, ‘There is still 
room for more.’ 23 So his master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes 
and behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that the 
house will be full. 24 For none of those I first invited will get even the 
smallest taste of my banquet.’”   LUKE 14:15-24 

Life in Christ is a celebration 



16 Jesus replied with this story: “A man prepared a great feast and sent out many 
invitations. 17 When the banquet was ready, he sent his servant to tell the guests, 
‘Come, the banquet is ready.’   

28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, 
because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” 

Matthew 11:28-30  

Our plans come with a cost 

18 But they all began making excuses. One said, ‘I have just bought a field and 
must inspect it. Please excuse me.’ 19 Another said, ‘I have just bought five pairs 
of oxen, and I want to try them out. Please excuse me.’20 Another said, ‘I just got 
married, so I can’t come.’ 

21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.
22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your 
name.’23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break 
God’s laws.’  Matthew 7:21-23 

Jesus Kingdom party is an open invitation  
21 “The servant returned and told his master what they had said. His master was 
furious and said, ‘Go quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and invite 
the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ 22 After the servant had done this, 
he reported, ‘There is still room for more.’ 23 So his master said, ‘Go out into the 
country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that 
the house will be full.   



32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.” John 
12:32


His party is the priority 

24 For none of those I first invited will get even the smallest taste of my banquet.    
Luke 14:24


Talk about it:  

	 •	 Do you see God and His plans for your life as a party or a burden? Where 
do you think you get that perspective? 

	 •	 What kind of excuses might keep you from the party?  
	 •	 Do you find yourself comfortable with God’s open invitation? 

	 •	 How can you start "practicing for the party” today? How can you involve 
more people in the celebration? 


