
Money

What’s  the P rob lem?

S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 1 9



THE BIBLE ON MONEY

In the gospels, an amazing one 
out of ten verses (288 in all) deal 
directly with the subject of money

There are more than 2,300 verses 
on money, possessions, and 
wealth in the Bible

Jesus spoke about money in 
roughly 15% of his preaching and 11 
out of 39 parables



THE BIBLE ON MONEY

 Some fo lks  th ink  money i s  
i r re levant  to  the i r  character ,  
doesn’t  have  any  connect ion 
to  the i r  Chr ist ian i ty

 Almost  every  New  
Testament  l i s t  of  le ade rs h ip  
qual i f icat ions  ment ions  
money ( 1  P e t e r  5 : 2 ;  T i t u s  1 : 7 ;  1  
T i m o t h y  3 : 2 - 3 )



 How we use money is a test of our spiritual health and wholeness
 Luke 16:10-11 NEW LIVING TRANSLATION

“If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. 
But if you are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with 
greater responsibilities. 11 And if you are untrustworthy about 
worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven?”

MONEY GOES TO THE 
HEART OF THINGS



“ I have lots of monies!”

Dad: “How much of your monies are you going to give Jesus?” 

Anna, happily: “None! I’m keeping it all for me!”



1 Timothy 6:9-10 NLT

People  who long to  be  r ich  
fa l l  into  temptat ion and are  
t rapped by  many fool i sh  and 
harmful  des i res  that  p lunge 
them into  ru in  and 
destruct ion .



1 Timothy 6:9-10 NLT

For  the  love  of  money i s  the  
root  of  a l l  k inds  of  ev i l .  And 
some people ,  crav ing  money,  
have  w andered from the  t rue  
fa i th  and p ierced themselves  
w ith many sorrow s .



1 Timothy 6:9-10 VOICE TRANSLATION

But those who chase riches are constantly 
falling into temptation and snares. They 
are regularly caught by their own stupid 
and harmful desires, dragged down and 
pulled under into ruin and destruction.



1 Timothy 6:9-10 VOICE TRANSLATION

For the love of money—and what it can 
buy—is the root of all sorts of evil. Some 
already have wandered away from the 
true faith because they craved what it had 
to offer; but when reaching for the prize, 
they found their hands and hearts pierced 
with many sorrows.



“ People look at me and think, ‘I wish I had 
her lifestyle, I wish I had her money.’ But 
they don’t realize the extent of my 
stress. I have material things, but apart 
from that my life is empty. What is my 
purpose in life?”

Jane Park, winner of one million 

British pounds in EuroMillions

lottery in 2013



“ “My granddaughter is dead because of 
the money. My wife had said she wished 
that she had torn the ticket up. Well, I 
wish that we had torn the ticket up, too. 
I just don’t like Jack Whittaker. I don’t 
like the hard heart I’ve got. I don’t like 
what I’ve become.”

Jack Whittaker, winner of $315 

million in 2002 West Virginia lottery



 NT Wright: “Never before have so many people tripped over one 
another in their eagerness to get rich and thereby impaled 
themselves on the consequences of their own greed.”

 The Bible tells us this: if you look to money as the big fix, you will be 
disappointed

 Why? Because it’s not eternal and you were made for eternity

MONEY ONLY GOES SO FAR



MONEY CAN’T BUY YOU 
LOVE

 “Make yourselves at home in my 
love…remain intimately at home 
in my love” [John 15:9-10, MESSAGE, adapted]

 Jesus knows we are only safe 
and whole when we settle in for 
the long run with him

 We’re sons and daughters, loved 
by a Father who’s after true 
companionship



1 John 2:15-17 THE MESSAGE

Don’t  love  the  wor ld ’s  ways .  
Don’t  love  the  w or ld ’s  goods.  
Love of  the  w or ld  squeezes  
out  love  for  the  Father .  
Pract ica l ly  everyth ing  that  
goes  on in  the  w or ld —
w ant ing  your  ow n w ay,  
want ing  everyth ing  for  
yourse l f ,  w ant ing  to  appear  
important —has  nothing  to  do 
with the  Father .



1 John 2:15-17 THE MESSAGE

I t  just  i so lates  you f rom him.  
The w or ld  and a l l  i t s  w ant ing,  
w ant ing,  w ant ing  i s  on  the  
w ay out —but  w hoever  does  
what  God wants  i s  set  for  
etern i ty .



It’s a Wonderful Life
LIBERTY FILMS | 1946

Clarence: “We don’t use money in 
heaven.”

George: “Well, it comes in pretty handy 
down here, bub.”



THE KEY TO CONTENTMENT

Deeper  with  h im —that ’s  
w here  contentment  i s  found

 “ …your  r iches  are  
unre l iable  and nothing  
compared to  the  l iv ing  God.  
Trust  instead in  the  one w ho 
has  lav ished upon us  a l l  
good th ings ,  fu l f i l l ing  our  
every  need .”  
[ 1  T i m o t h y  6 : 1 7 b ,  P A S S I O N  T R A N S L A T I O N ]
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