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Colossians 1:15-20 PASSION TRANSLATION

He is the divine portrait, the true likeness of the invisible 
God, and the first-born heir of all creation. 16 For through 
the Son everything was created, both in the heavenly 
realm and on the earth, all that is seen and all that is 
unseen. Every seat of power, realm of government, 
principality, and authority—it was all created through 
him and for his purpose! 17 He existed before anything 
was made, and now everything finds completion in him.



Colossians 1:15-20 PASSION TRANSLATION

18 He is the Head of his body, which is the church. And 
since he is the beginning and the firstborn heir in 
resurrection, he is the most exalted One, holding first 
place in everything. 19 For God is satisfied to have all his 
fullness dwelling in Christ. 20 And by the blood of his 
cross, everything in heaven and earth is brought back to 
himself—back to its original intent, restored to 
innocence again!



The Image of Jesus Is Being Contorted

“Everyone wants Jesus on their political side. But what we 
see here is the image of Jesus being constantly twisted 
and contorted in unbearable fashion. Sadly, many want 
Jesus to be the personal chaplain to a Republican 
emperor, or else, Jesus is invoked to sanction a Jacobin 
purge on anyone suspected of not being progressive 
enough for the public square. Jesus is re-created in either 
the image of Caesar or Che Guevara.



The Image of Jesus Is Being Contorted

“Jesus, historical man and exalted Lord, does not neatly 
fit into any side of the political spectrum. The Jew from 
Nazareth cuts across traditional political lines. No party 
owns him — as if the Lord of the cosmos could be 
owned. Jesus does not answer to political super PACs and 
cannot be made to utter political endorsements on cue.”

[Michael Bird, “Jesus isn’t interested in America’s two-party division,” The Washington 
Post, November 13, 2019]



“Look there—the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David. He has 

conquered…”
Revelation 5:5 VOICE TRANSLATION



“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver, 
“Who said anything about 
safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. 
But he’s good. He’s the 
King, I tell you…He’s 
wild, you know. Not like a 
tame lion.”

—C.S. Lewis, The Lion, The Witch, & The Wardrobe



Let’s Talk About Jesus

• Why would anyone give up everything to follow a 
Jesus who’s just a slightly elevated version of us and 
our personal desires, projections, and convictions?

• Christianity is rapidly declining in the U.S. while the 
number of Americans who are religiously unaffiliated 
is growing; Gallup polls have found a massive, three-
decade fall in confidence in “organized religion” from 
as high as 66% in the mid-1980s to 36% in 2019



We Are Creating Our Own Spirituality

“This is a worldwide, but certainly American, trend 
toward heterodoxy — toward individuals cooking up 
their own spiritual or religious stew and cooking it up 
their way. You’re seeing an aggregation of disaffiliation, 
people coming up with their own meaning-making and 
their own personal spiritualities.” 
[Jim Burko, in Jessica Roy’s, “How millennials replaced religion with astrology and 
crystals,” The Los Angeles Times, July 10, 2019]



Dangerous Is the Destination

• We’ve dumbed him down and tamed him, trained him 
to do tricks at our command

• Growing up in church I was taught this tame lion 
would make me nice—better behaved, more 
respectable

• Jesus didn’t die to make anybody nice—he died to 
make us dangerous: dangerous for the King who 
commands us and dangerous to the Enemy of our souls



“I must not put Christ in a petting zoo, as a tame God whom I can 
visit at will: for to follow Christ is to track the wild dogs to the 

suburbs of madness, to the back of the cave, to the outer ring of 
the planet, pursuing him as I might seek the source of an illusive 

sound in the night.” [Kristen Johnson Ingram, With the Huckleberry Christ, p. 25]



He’s Not a Tame Lion

• Jesus is not a tame lion—he will not be trained to do 
the tricks we want or support the causes we wish to 
attach his name to

• Hebrews 5:8 PASSION TRANSLATION

“But even though he was a wonderful Son, he learned 
to listen and obey through all his sufferings.”

• Jesus does the Father’s thing—not your thing, my 
thing, or our thing



2 Corinthians 11:4 PASSION TRANSLATION

“For you seem to gladly tolerate anyone who comes to 
you preaching a pseudo-Jesus, not the Jesus we have 
preached. You have accepted a spirit and gospel that is 
false, rather than the Spirit and gospel you once 
embraced. How tolerant you have become of these 
imposters!”
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