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What’s in the Psalms?\ -

e |t’s natural for humans to attempt to
organize our thoughts about God in
an effort to understand him better

4] * But once we’ve created a theological
1 system we don’t like anything to
upset it or challenge it

e The Psalms do violence to our tidy
systems because they put life on
display as it really is: confusing,
chaotic, contradictory, messy
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Psalm for a Messy Life

o If we feel far from God we believe
that unless we get it together, that’s
where God’s going to stay: far away

4] * That’s what makes the psalmist’s

1 next statement so unexpected:
“Nevertheless | am continually with
You; You do hold my right hand.” (v.»3)

e This is the kind of truth that rocks
our world and obliterates our tidy
theological systems
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“When a man therefore imagines that
God exercises no care about him, he is
-4 not with God, as to his own feeling or

aml apprehension; but still that man... abides
“Jwith God, inasmuch as God’s secret or
hidden grace continues with him. In
short, God is always near his chosen
ones; for although they sometimes turn
their backs upon him, he nevertheless
has always his fatherly eye turned

towards them.” h
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John Calvin’s In5|ght
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