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On the Way from Jericho to Jerusalem

• Mark 10:46-52

• Mark 10:46 NLT

“Then they reached Jericho, and as 
Jesus and his disciples left town, a 
large crowd followed him. A blind 
beggar named Bartimaeus (son of 
Timaeus) was sitting beside the 
road.”



It’s About Mercy, Not Miracles

• Miracles were not Jesus’ endgame; 
they were a means to an end: 
repentance and redemption as 
grateful responses to Father’s mercy

• Matthew 11:20-21a MESSAGE

“Next Jesus let fly on the cities 
where he had worked the hardest 
but whose people had responded 
the least, shrugging their shoulders 
and going their own way. ‘Doom to 
you…!’”



What’s the Point? Relationship

• John 4:48 NLT

Jesus asked, “Will you never believe 
in me unless you see miraculous 
signs and wonders?”

• John 6:30 NLT

They answered, “Show us a 
miraculous sign if you want us to 
believe in you. What can you do?”



The Blind Man Is All of Us

• He’s in the wrong place. He’s not in 
the city, where the action is; he’s 
stranded at the side of the road

• He’s at the wrong time. Jesus’ 
hugely successful ministry tour was 
over

• He’s the wrong person. He’s poor, 
he’s nobody, he’s useless, and he’s 
blind



It’s Not Over

• Bartimaeus defies assumptions and 
interrupts human agendas to get in 
God’s face

• Relationships can be over, a job can 
be lost, a dream unfulfilled, a loved 
one die. But God’s affection and love 
for us—and his destiny for our life 
built on his love and affection—
that’s never over



St. Augustine

“Mark has recorded both the name of 
Bartimaeus and of his father, a 
circumstance which scarcely occurs in all 
the many cases of healing which had 
been performed by the Lord.… 
Consequently there can be little doubt 
that this Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, 
had fallen from some position of great 
prosperity, and was now regarded as an 
object of the most notorious and the 
most remarkable wretchedness, 
because, in addition to being blind, he 
had also to sit begging.”
[Harmony of the Gospels 2.65., Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture]



It’s Not Over

• “The name Timai is Aramaic and 
means ‘highly prized’ (or 
‘esteemed’). Though unable to see, 
he was highly prized in the eyes of 
Jesus, who stopped to heal him.” 
[Translator’s note on Mark 10:46, The Passion Translation 
by Dr. Brian Simmons]

• Romans 8:35-39



Some People Will Tell You It’s Over

• Religious people inevitably tell you 
to “Shut up, settle down, and sit 
quietly.”

• Mark 10:47-48 NLT

When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus 
of Nazareth was nearby, he began to 
shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have 
mercy on me!” 48 “Be quiet!” many 
of the people yelled at him. But he 
only shouted louder, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”



Have Mercy on Me!

• Psalm 4:1 NLT

“Answer me when I call to you, 
O God who declares me innocent. 
Free me from my troubles. Have 
mercy on me and hear my prayer.”

• Psalm 25:16 NLT

“Turn to me and have mercy, for I 
am alone and in deep distress.”



Have Mercy on Me!

• Psalm 41:4 VOICE

And me? I cry out to Him, “Heal my 
soul, O Eternal One, and show mercy
because I have sinned against You!”

• Matthew 15:22 NLT

A Gentile woman who lived there 
came to him, pleading, “Have mercy 
on me, O Lord, Son of David! For my 
daughter is possessed by a demon 
that torments her severely.”



Life in the Upside-Down Kingdom

• Contrast: James and John, who 
contend for the places of highest 
honor. Bartimaeus recognizes his 
need; unlike the Sons of Thunder, he 
knows what his problem is

• “God’s upside-down kingdom needs 
inside-out people. The kingdom 
needs people who will turn 
themselves ‘inside-out’ by being 
their unvarnished, unfiltered, 
genuine selves, not only with their 
brothers and sisters but also with 
God.” [D. Hammerslag, email of October 24, 2018]



Life in the Upside-Down Kingdom

• Religious people inevitably tell us to 
“Shut up, settle down, and sit 
quietly.” Why? Because desperation, 
like relationship, is messy, disarming, 
intimate, raw

• We like our church life served up in a 
calm, controlled, neat, predictable 
and inoffensive package

• We’re not good at messy and thus 
we make the same mistake as James 
and John: we leave no room for 
weakness and hunger and thirst



Life in the Upside-Down Kingdom

• As long as you have breath to cry out 
for mercy, it’s not over for you

• Word given last Sunday morning: 
“It’s not useless. Do not give up.”
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