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Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness and who 
seek the LORD: Look to the rock from which you were 
cut and to the quarry from which you were hewn; look 
to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you 
birth. When I called him he was but one, and I blessed 
him and made him many. The LORD will surely comfort 
Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins; he 
will make her deserts like Eden, her wastelands like the 
garden of the LORD. Joy and gladness will be found in 
her, thanksgiving and the sound of singing.



God continued speaking to Abraham, “And Sarai your 
wife: Don’t call her Sarai any longer; call her Sarah. I’ll 
bless her—yes! I’ll give you a son by her! Oh, how I’ll 
bless her! Nations will come from her; kings of nations 
will come from her.” Abraham fell flat on his face. And 
then he laughed, thinking, “Can a hundred-year-old 
man father a son? And can Sarah, at ninety years, have 
a baby?”



The way we were, 
once upon a long time ago



Nativity Lutheran Church 

newsletter, February 1992



“What does God have in store for Nativity Lutheran 
Church in 1995? I am not a diviner of futures, but I can 
share that as I have spent time in the Word and in 
prayer, God has laid upon my heart aspects of our 
congregational life that He would like to touch and 
transform:

Prayer. I believe that experiencing God fully and 
knowing what God wants to do through us will depend 
in large measure upon us becoming a people of prayer. 
Christians in our country are obsessed with church 
growth, but I sense that the most amazing and lasting 
growth will come only as we learn to be a people who 
daily practice the presence of God by cultivating an 
intimate prayer life with Him.”



It’s prayer that transformed us, changed what was in 
the air, and created hunger for the Person and work of 
Holy Spirit



Cut is hạ̄sẹ̄b, “a verb meaning to cut, to strike, to hew, 
to quarry. It is used of cutting out cisterns to hold 
water.”

Hewn is nāqar, “used in a figurative sense of digging 
wells which served for the deliverance and help of 
God’s people.”    

[adapted from The Complete Word Study Dictionary]



“What you folks have done here 
is, you’ve dug a very deep well. 
God supplies the groundwater 
of his Holy Spirit, the living 
water, but he doesn’t dig 
wells.” 

[Dave Housholder, February 4, 2018]



The Lord will surely comfort Zion and will look with 
compassion on all her ruins; he will make her deserts 
like Eden, her wastelands like the garden of the Lord. 
Joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 
the sound of singing.
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