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Smoke, Nothing But Smoke

• Ecclesiastes 1:2-4 MESSAGE

“Smoke, nothing but smoke. …There’s nothing to 
anything—it’s all smoke. 3 What’s there to show for 
a lifetime of work, a lifetime of working your fingers 
to the bone? 4 One generation goes its way, the next 
one arrives, but nothing changes—it’s business as 
usual for old planet earth.”



Looking for the Ultimate

• Revelation 1:4 NLT

Grace and peace to you from the one who is, 
who always was, and who is still to come; … 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I 
am the one who is, who always was, and who 
is still to come—the Almighty One.” 

• In John’s day Zeus was the ultimate; in Zeus 
could be found the secret of life



Zeus in the Orphic Fragments (~350 B.C.)

Zeus is the first. 
Zeus the thunderer, is the last. 
Zeus is the head. 
Zeus is the middle, and by Zeus all 
things were fabricated.
Zeus is male, Immortal Zeus is 
female.
Zeus is the foundation of the 
earth and of the starry heaven.
Zeus is the breath of all things. 
Zeus is the rushing of 
indefatigable fire.
Zeus is the root of the sea: He is 
the Sun and Moon.
Zeus is the king; He is the author 
of universal life.



There Is an Ultimate—And It’s Not Zeus

• Revelation 1:8 NLT

“I am the Alpha and the Omega—the 
beginning and the end,” says the Lord God. “I 
am the one who is, who always was, and who 
is still to come—the Almighty One.” 

• Hebrews 13:8 PHILLIPS

“Jesus Christ is always the same, yesterday, 
today and for ever. Do not be swept off your 
feet by various peculiar teachings.”



Looking for the Ultimate

• The foundational philosophical conviction of 
the entire New Testament: if we will come 
into an understanding about Jesus Christ —
who he is and what he has achieved —
everything else will fall into place

• The world’s blindness is this: the belief that 
something more/other than Jesus will lead to  
full satisfaction



Looking for the Ultimate

• Colossians 1:15, 18b HCSB

“He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. …He is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that He might come to have first place 
in everything.”



The Secret of Life

• Argument of Scripture: If Christ is the image 
of God (Col. 1:15) and all the fullness of God 
dwells in him (Col. 1:19) then we will not find 
fullness in anything else 

• Colossians 2:10 NIV

“and you have been given fullness in Christ” 

• John 1:16 ESV

“For from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace.”
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