
Good	evening,	saints	of	the	most	high	God!		
Do	we	have	anyone	in	here	who	is	living	out	the	faith	of	Abraham?		
Do	we	have	anybody	in	here	benefitting	from	his	obedience	to	the	Lord?
Is	there	anybody	here	tonight	thankful	for	the	father	of	our	faith?
Do	you	want	to	follow	in	his	footsteps	and	forsake	all	for	the	promise?
(SLIDE)

We	are	learning	more	and	more	about	the	man	spoken	of	in	Hebrews	11:11
"by	faith	Abraham,	even	though	he	was	past	age- and	Sarah	herself	was	barren-
was	enabled	to	become	a	father	because	he	considered	him	faithful	who	had	
made	the	promise."

Abram	watched	God	come	through	again	and	again.		The	Lord	would	speak,	and	
Abram	would	obey	and	prove	the	Lord	faithful.		The	Lord	would	speak,	and	Abram	
would	obey	and	prove	the	Lord	faithful.		All	along	the	way,	he	gained	more	and	
more	clarity	as	he	let	go	of	that	which	he	could	not	keep,	to	gain	that	which	he	
could	not	lose.

Abram	was	a	man	just	like	us	who	grew	in	faith	and	trust	in	the	Lord.		
Remember	this	slide:
(SLIDE)

Recall	the	fact	that	God	spoke	these	7	"I	will"	statements	to	him	before	he	was	
even	in	Haran.

Acts	7:2-3
(Stephen	speaking)
"Brothers	and	fathers,	listen	to	me!	The	God	of	glory	appeared	to	our	Father	
Abraham	while	he	was	still	in	Mesopotamia,	before	he	lived	in	Haran.	3	'Leave	
your	country	and	your	people,'	God	said,	'and	go	to	the	land	I	will	show	you.'"

It	took	Abram	time	to	carry	out	what	was	originally	given	to	him.		After	years	had	
passed,	Abram	would	eventually	follow	the	call	and	leave	his	country	and	his	
people,	but	it	would	still	take	time	for	him	to	draw	the	necessary	boundary	lines	
with	his	family.		Recall	these	slides	about	his	nephew	Lot.
(SLIDE)

Lot	was	Abram's	brother's	son.		Remember,	we	don't	know	how	old	Lot	was,	but	
we	do	know	that	Lot's	father,	Haran,	died	while	they	were	all	still	in	Ur	of	the	
Chaldeans.		Lot	was	Abram's	nephew.		But	for	whatever	reason,	Abram	allowed	
him	to	accompany	them	despite	the	fourfold	command.	If	you	all	can	remember	
them,	we	won't	do	the	slide:

Leave	your	country1.
Leave	your	people2.
Leave	your	father's	household3.
Go	to	the	land	I	will	show	you4.

But	did	Abram	separate	right	away	from	his	father's	household?		No.
Recall	this	slide:
(SLIDE)

Lot	traveled	around	with	Abram	for	potentially	years	for	easily	over	1000	miles.		
Lot	moved	with	Abram	from	place	to	place,	benefitting	from	the	blessings	of	God	
on	his	life.
It	wasn't	until	quarreling	broke	out	among	these	two	relatives	that	Abram	knew	he	
had	to	draw	some	boundaries.	
As	space	began	to	run	low	between	these	two	ever-growing	families,	Abram	gave	
1st	pick	to	Lot.	

Did	Lot	make	good	choices?
(SLIDE)

No!		Lot	looked	up	(reminding	us	that	his	vision	was	not	given	by	God	but	that	he	
was	determining	what	was	best	for	himself	and	his	family	based	off	what	he	saw	
rather	than	what	God	had	spoken.)
He	chose	what	was	best	in	his	eyes	rather	than	consulting	with	Abram	or	giving	
him	the	first	pick.
He	departed	rather	than	begging	to	stay	with	Abram.
He	lived	among	the	cities	of	the	plain,	where	he	had	opportunities	to	observe	the	
sinful	behavior	of	the	people.
He	pitched	his	tents	near	Sodom,	knowing	full	well	the	kind	of	behavior	present	in	
such	a	place,	and	finally,
He	was	seated	at	the	gate.		He	actually	joined	in	with	these	people	and	occupied	a	
position	of	authority.

But	for	Abram,	you'll	remember	that	each	time	he	was	obedient,	he	received	
further	clarity	from	the	Lord	about	His	plans:
(SLIDE)

For	many	of	you,	this	was	a	revelational	moment.		Each	step	of	obedience	brings	
clarity	about	the	Lord's	plans	for	your	life.

In	light	of	this,	we	cannot	help	but	think	of	Psalm	119:105
"Your	word	is	a	lamp	to	my	feet,	a	light	to	my	path."

We	watched	as	the	father	of	the	faith	learned	obedience	through	each	difficulty	he	
experienced	as	he	trusted	the	word	of	the	Lord	and	stepped	out	in	faith.

As	Abram	walked	by	faith,	we	began	to	see	a	pattern	connecting	his	life	and	
journey	with	that	of	his	descendants,	the	nation	of	Israel.

(SLIDE)

Hebrews	11:8	says,
"By	faith	Abraham,	when	called	to	go	to	a	place	he	would	later	receive	as	his	
inheritance,	obeyed	and	went,	even	though	he	did	not	know	where	he	was	going."

We	see	that	God	was	directing	his	steps	just	like	He	directed	the	steps	of	Israel.
We	marveled	at	the	thought	of	Moses	recounting	Abram's	stories	to	the	children	
of	Israel	500	years	later	as	they	began	to	understand	that	their	father	had	gone	
through	the	same	trials	they	were	going	through	and	he	was	victorious.		
And	if	he	was	victorious,	they	could	be	victorious.		
If	they	could	be	victorious,	then	you	can	be	victorious.		
If	God	was	faithful	to	Abram,	He	would	be	faithful	to	Israel,	
if	He	has	been	faithful	to	Israel,	He	will	be	faithful	in	your	life!

Just	when	we	thought	the	prophetic	patterns	couldn't	get	any	better,	we	
discovered	several	patterns	hiding	in	plain	sight	that	blew	us	away	last	week.

We	got	to	experience	the	first	war	in	the	scriptures!	And	it	did	not	disappoint!
We	were	flooded	with	insight	and	prophetic	patterns	relating	to	warfare.
The	first	one	that	we	saw	concerned	warfare	as	it	relates	to	Israel.	
A	few	important	things	to	remember;
First,	the	geography	of	Israel:
(SLIDE)

In	the	Bible,	when	nations	invade	Israel,	the	topography	of	Israel	funnels	the	
armies	through	common	routes.	
The	longitudinal	blue	lines	on	this	map	are	the	predominant	ways	to	traverse	Israel	
from	north	to	south.		However,	there	are	significant	obstacles	due	to	elevation	
differences	and	changing	terrain	when	you	travel	from	East	to	West.

○

What	this	means	is	that	armies	coming	from	the	East	or	the	North	tend	to	enter	
Israel	in	1	of	2	predictable	ways.		They	either	enter	by	sea	and	come	through	the	
valley	of	Megiddo	located	adjacent	to	Mount	Carmel	on	this	map	and	then	
proceed	southward	or	they	enter	into	the	Jordan	valley	rift	starting	north	of	the	
Galilee	and	descend	from	North	to	South	following	the	Jordan	river	which	
continues	all	the	way	down	to	the	Dead	Sea.	

○

Additionally,	concerning	patterns	throughout	scripture	related	to	warfare,	we	
learned	about	kings	of	the	North,	the	East,	and	the	South.
(SLIDE)

The	direction	of	invasion	and	the	regions	involved	(Kings	of	the	East	and	Kings	of	
the	North	joining	to	enter	Israel)	becomes	a	pattern	throughout	the	Biblical	
narrative	as	well.

Our	teaching	last	week	was	rich	with	scriptures	about	defending	and	taking	life.		
We	watched	as	Abram	gathered	all	of	the	trained	men	in	his	house,	318	in	all,	and	
chased	down	a	transregional	coalition	of	giant	killing	kings	140	miles	back	to	their	
fortified	lair	and	then	another	100	miles	just	to	save	one	relative!		

We	learned	the	difference	between	siding	with	men	and	siding	with	God.		Abram	
wasn't	concerned	with	which	side	won	the	battle,	he	became	involved	when	they	
messed	with	his	nephew.		

The	man	of	God	must	be	willing	to	go	to	great	lengths	to	protect	the	weak	from	
the	strong	and	defend	his	family	from	danger.		We	took	great	courage	from	this	
verse:

Psalm	82:3–4	(ESV)
3	Give	justice	to	the	weak	and	the	fatherless;	maintain	the	right	of	the	afflicted	
and	the	destitute.	
4	Rescue	the	weak	and	the	needy;	deliver	them	from	the	hand	of	the	wicked.”

When	we	think	of	the	days	ahead,	as	Roosevelt	said	over	100	years	ago,	we	will	
not	be	like	those	cold	and	timid	souls	who	neither	know	victory	nor	defeat.	We	will	
step	out	and	spend	ourselves	on	worthy	causes	and	dare	greatly	in	faith	to	rescue	
the	weak	and	needy	and	maintain	the	rights	of	the	afflicted	and	destitute.		

The	truth	is,	brothers	and	sisters,	we	were	shown	on	a	global	scale	what	the	
enemy	desires	to	do	to	the	descendants	of	Abraham	80	years	ago	when	Jews	were	
dehumanized,	isolated,	and	then	tortured	to	death	by	the	millions.		We	know	that	
in	the	days	to	come,	evil	is	not	shrinking;	our	enemy,	the	devil,	is	desperate	
because	he	knows	that	his	time	is	short.		
We	have	already	made	our	decision:	
We	will	not	stand	idly	by	and	hope	evil	does	not	come	our	way,	○
We	will	spend	our	lives	siding	with	God	and	fighting	for	His	desires	to	be	carried	
out	in	this	world,	

○

We	will	boldly	proclaim	our	love	for	Israel	and	stand	with	them	in	the	midst	of	
persecution.

○

Remember	this	verse	as	well	from	last	week:
Proverbs	24:10–12	(ESV)
10	If	you	faint	in	the	day	of	adversity,	your	strength	is	small.	
11	Rescue	those	who	are	being	taken	away	to	death;	hold	back	those	who	are	
stumbling	to	the	slaughter.	
12	If	you	say,	“Behold,	we	did	not	know	this,”	does	not	he	who	weighs	the	heart	
perceive	it?	Does	not	he	who	keeps	watch	over	your	soul	know	it,	and	will	he	not	
repay	man	according	to	his	work?

We	do	not	want	to	hide	behind	the	façade	of	pretending	we	do	not	know	what	we	
are	supposed	to	do	when	trouble	comes.	We,	like	Abram,	will	seek	to	be	a	rescuing	
party	in	whatever	capacity	our	Lord	directs.

Which	brings	us	to	our	next	point	of	recap,	one	of	our	personal	favorites,	the	men	
whose	names	you	love	to	pronounce:	
Aner,	Eshcol,	and	Mamre!	
(SLIDE)

We	learned	from	Genesis	14:13	that	these	three	gentiles	were	not	just	neighbors	
of	Abram;	they	literally	possessed	a	covenant	with	him.		They	were	the	ba'ale	berit	
(buh'ah	lay	buh'	reet)	"Lords	of	covenant,"	or,	as	we	like	to	call	them,	the	original	
oaks	of	righteousness.

What	an	incredible	discovery	this	was,	to	know	that	in	the	seed	book	of	the	Bible	
with	the	seed	man	of	faith,	three	Gentiles	made	a	covenant	with	Abram	and	risked	
their	lives	to	join	a	Hebrew	rescue	party	to	save	Abram's	relative	from	the	allied	
kings	of	the	north	and	east	and	got	to	share	in	the	spoils	of	war,	what	a	
foreshadowing!

Abram	had	a	covenant	with	God,	and	these	men	formed	a	covenant	with	Abram.		
We	think	this	is	a	picture	of	the	first	team	in	the	Bible.	

This	prophetic	pattern	would	also	be	an	encouragement	to	the	nation	of	Israel.		
While	it	is	undeniable	that	they	have	been	persecuted	among	the	nations,	a	
remnant	of	righteous	gentiles	have	risen	up	at	different	key	times	to	join	
themselves	to	the	God	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob	to	risk	their	lives	to	offer	aid	
and	support	to	the	people	of	God.

May	we	be	counted	in	that	number	when	we	stand	before	the	King	of	the	Jews!

We	then	got	a	chance	to	see	Abram	face	two	different	kings:
The	King	of	Salem-Melchizedek,	a	priest	of	God	most	high	and	
The	King	of	Sodom,	who	we	picture	looking	like	this:
(SLIDE)

The	King	of	Sodom	offered	Abram	all	the	treasures	and	spoils	of	war	in	exchange	
for	the	souls	of	the	people	Abram	brought	back.		We	find	out	that	even	before	the	
battle,	Abram	had	already	made	an	oath	to	God	that	he	would	not	accept	anything	
from	the	King	of	Sodom,	so	he	couldn't	say	he	made	Abram	rich.

Abram	did	however	receive	Melchizedek,	an	enigmatic	figure	who	is	both	priest	
and	king.		
Abram	enjoyed	the	first	communion	in	scripture	with	this	foreshadowing	of	Christ,	
who	was	of	the	divine	priestly	order	that	predated	Aaron	and	Levi.
By	the	way,	how	many	of	you	were	blessed	by	the	bread	and	wine	teaching?		
The	forgiveness,	provision,	and	changing	that	occurred	in	the	people	who	received	
the	bread	and	the	wine	brought	so	much	depth.
We	can't	escape	the	picture	of	Abram	communing	with	heaven	as	he	took	the	
bread	and	wine	from	Melchizedek.

This	led	us	to	a	discussion	about	the	heavenly	priesthood.
(SLIDE)		

The	book	of	Hebrews	connects	Jesus	and	Melchizedek	in	very	significant	ways.		We	
studied	scriptures	about	the	heavenly	priesthood	and	discovered,	from	Hebrews	
5-7,	that	Jesus	is	the	high	priest	in	this	divine	order.		The	scriptures	also	gave	us	
insight	into	the	inner	workings	of	angels	within	the	heavenly	temple.		We	were	
reminded	that	everything	we	see	on	earth	is	simply	a	shadow	of	the	realities	in	
heaven.		

Remember	this	verse:
Hebrews	9:23-24	(NIV	1984)

23	"It	was	necessary,	then,	for	the	copies	of	the	heavenly	things	to	be	purified	
with	these	sacrifices,	but	the	heavenly	things	themselves	with	better	sacrifices	
than	these.	24	For	Christ	did	not	enter	a	man-made	sanctuary	that	was	only	a	
copy	of	the	true	one;	he	entered	heaven	itself,	now	to	appear	for	us	in	God’s	
presence."

Finally,	in	our	recap	tonight,	we	want	to	refresh	you	on	this	slide:
(SLIDE)

Tonight,	we	are	going	to	finally	hear	Abram	engage	in	a	discussion	with	the	
Lord. Up	until	now,	we	have	witnessed	what	the	Lord	has	said	to	Abram,	but	now,	
the	scriptures	are	going	to	put	a	conversation	between	the	creator	of	the	universe	
and	the	father	of	our	faith	on	full	display.

As	a	reminder,	let's	reread	the	last	promise	of	God	that	was	given	to	Abram	
concerning	his	offspring:
Genesis	13:14-17	(NIV	1984)

14	The	Lord	said	to	Abram	after	Lot	had	parted	from	him,	“Lift	up	your	eyes	
from	where	you	are	and	look	north	and	south,	east	and	west.	15	All	the	land	
that	you	see	I	will	give	to	you	and	your	offspring	forever.	16	I	will	make	your	
offspring	like	the	dust	of	the	earth,	so	that	if	anyone	could	count	the	dust,	
then	your	offspring	could	be	counted.	17	Go,	walk	through	the	length	and	
breadth	of	the	land,	for	I	am	giving	it	to	you.”

With	each	passing	day,	the	promises	of	God	concerning	Abram's	offspring	require	
more	and	more	faith.	As	we	begin	our	chapter	tonight,	Abram	will	be	somewhere	
around	85	years	old.
We	are	going	to	see	the	man	of	God	wrestle	with	God's	promises	because	he	just	
can't	see	how	it's	all	going	to	work	out,	and	then	we	are	going	to	watch	him	stand	
in	faith,	believe	the	very	Word	of	God,	and	be	credited	with	righteousness.

We	will	watch	the	LORD	of	all	the	earth	actually	cut	a	covenant	with	a	man	and	
give	him	insight	into	the	future	of	his	descendants	for	the	next	430	years. We	have	
much	ground	to	cover,	so	let's	read	our	text,	pray,	and	get	started.

Scott	Hamilton	to	read	Genesis	15
(PRAY)

As	we	begin,	it	is	always	a	good	reminder	that	there	were	no	pericopes	in	the	
original	text.	What	happens	in	chapter	15	is	directly	connected	to	what	happened	
in	chapter	14.	Abram	has	just	carried	out	a	supernatural	rescue	mission	to	recover	
his	nephew	Lot	and	refused	to	take	any	plunder	from	his	victories.
Let's	begin	in	verse	1:

1	After	this,	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	Abram	in	a	vision:
“Do	not	be	afraid,	Abram.
I	am	your	shield,
your	very	great	reward.”

It	is	not	worth	doing	a	word	study	on	"after	this",	 רחַאַ 	(ahar)	to	try	and	
determine	how	long	afterward.	This	term	is	incredibly	broad	and	could	mean	
immediately	following	or	months	or	years	later.	More	important	will	be	how	
what	is	spoken	correlates	with	what	just	happened.

•

For	now,	there	is	something	much	more	significant	to	speak	on:	this	is	the	first	
time	we	see	the	phrase:	word	of	the	Lord,	appear	in	the	Biblical	Text.	The	
phrase	is	Debar	(1697)	YHWH	(3068) .	This	phrase	appears	hundreds	of	times	
in	the	Older	Testament,	and	the	same	concept	is	continued	in	the	Newer	
Testament	with:	Logos	ho	(ha) Theos.

•

Many	scholars	and	students	have	tried	to	insert	a	pre-incarnate	Christ	into	the	
Older	Testament,	but	after	an	honest	assessment,	Jesus	does	not	appear	in	
the	Older	Testament	in	the	form	of	a	man.	But, you	may	remember	this	
scripture	from	week	one:

•

○

John	17:5

5 And	now,	Father,	glorify	me	in	your	presence	with	the	glory	I	had	with	you	
before	the	world	began.

Before	time	began,	before	Abram	or	Moses,	Jesus	was	present	with	the	
Father.	As	mystical	as	this	sounds,	we	hope	tonight	to	clarify	the	topic.

•

John	1:1-2

In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	
God.	2	He	was	with	God	in	the	beginning.	3	Through	him	all	things	were	made;	
without	him	nothing	was	made	that	has	been	made.	4	In	him	was	life,	and	that	life	
was	the	light	of	all	mankind.	5	The	light	shines	in	the	darkness,	and	the	darkness	
has	not	overcome	it.

John	begins	his	gospel	by	explaining	that	Jesus	is	the	Logos	Ho	Theos,	(Debar	
YHWH)	They	are	one	and	the	same.	

•

The	Dabar	YHWH	was	present	in	the	beginning	with	God	during	creation,	
shared	glory	with	the	Father,	and	now,	this	same	WORD	appears	to	Abram.

•

Tonight,	we	want	to	present	that	the	Dabar	YHWH	is	not	merely	the	words	
God	speaks;	the	Dabar	YHWH	is	a	person.	The	essence,	presence,	and	
wholeness	of	Jesus	before	he	took	on the	form	of	a	man.

•

Paul	writes	about	this	in	Phil.	2.

Phil	2:5-8

In	your	relationships	with	one	another,	have	

the	same	mindset	as	Christ	Jesus:

Who,	being	in	very	nature	God	

did	not	consider	equality	with	God	something	to	be	used	to	his	own	advantage;

rather,	he	made	himself	nothing

by	taking	the	very	nature	of	a	servant

being	made	in	human	likeness.

and	being	found	in	appearance	as	a	man,

To	make	this	very	simple,	we	are	saying	that	before	He	took	on	flesh	as	the	
Jesus	we	know,	He	appeared	on	the	scene	as	Debar	YHWH.		He	is	present	
constantly	in	the	Older	Testament.	Let's	keep	reading!

•

1	John	1:1-3
1 That	which	was	from	the	beginning,	which	we	have	heard,	which	we	have	seen	
with	our	eyes,	which	we	have	looked	at	and	our	hands	have	touched—this	we	
proclaim	concerning	the	Word	of	life.
2	The	life	appeared;	we	have	seen	it	and	testify	to	it,	and	we	proclaim	to	you	the	
eternal	life,	which	was	with	the	Father	and	has	appeared	to	us.
3	We	proclaim	to	you	what	we	have	seen	and	heard,	so	that	you	also	may	have	
fellowship	with	us.	And	our	fellowship	is	with	the	Father	and	with	his	Son,	Jesus	
Christ.

John	is	writing	of	Jesus	and	calls	him	the	Logos	or	Word	again.	He	explains	
once	more	that	he	is	from	the	beginning,	he	has	always	been,	and	that	the	
one	who	has	been	from	the	beginning	is	the	same	one	as	Jesus,	whom	they	
saw	with	their	eyes	and	touched.

•

And	what	does	he	call	him?	The	WORD	of	life.•

Revelation	19:11-13
11	I	saw	heaven	standing	open	and	there	before	me	was	a	white	horse,	whose	
rider	is	called	Faithful	and	True.	With	justice	he	judges	and	wages	war.	12	His	eyes	
are	like	blazing	fire,	and	on	his	head	are	many	crowns.	He	has	a	name	written	on	
him	that	no	one	knows	but	he	himself.	13	He	is	dressed	in	a	robe	dipped	in	blood,	
and	his	name	is	the	Word	of	God.

The	Debar	YHWH,	who	appears	to	Abram,	is	Jesus,	who	the	apostles	saw	and	
touched,	and	is	also	the	rider	on	the	white	horse.	Jesus,	who	is	Faithful	and	
true,	has	eyes	like	fire,	wears	many	crowns	and	a	robe	dipped	in	blood,	and	
carries	a	sword	to	kill	his	enemies	and	throw	the	beast	and	the	false	prophet	
into	a	lake	of	sulfur.

•

This	is	the	Word	of	the	Lord,	Jesus,	in	his	entirety.	He	is	with	the	Father,	
creating	the	heavens	and	the	earth.	He	is	speaking	to	Abram	in	a	vision.	He	
speaks	to	Moses	in	the	desert	and	the	Prophets.	He	walks	with	his	disciples,		
kills	his	enemies	with	the	sword,	and	is	the	King	of	Kings	and	Lord	of	Lords.

•

This	is	who the	Debar	YHWH	IS:	a	person,	a	savior,	a	King.•

This	is	not	merely	a	Newer	Testament	idea:	consider	Psalm	33:4-6

New	International	Version	(NIV)	- 1984

"For	the	word	of	the	LORD	is	right	and	true;	he	is	faithful	in	all	he	does.	The	LORD	
loves	righteousness	and	justice;	the	earth	is	full	of	his	unfailing	love.	By	the	word	
of	the	LORD were	the	heavens	made,	their	starry	host	by	the	breath	of	his	mouth."

Here,	the	Word	of	the	Lord	is	described	as	right	and	true.	Then,	look	at	the	
following	phrase:	He	is	faithful	in	all	he	does.

•

The	Psalmist	ascribes	a	personal	pronoun	to	the	Word	of	the	Lord.	It	is	not	
just	spoken	words	from	Adonai;	it	is	a	person,	and	he	is	right,	true,	and	
faithful	in	all	he	does.	

•

Furthermore,	He	made	the	stars	and	heavens	with	the	breath	of	his	mouth.	
We	just	heard	John	testify	to	this	in	John	1;	Paul	does	as	well:

•

Colossians	1:16-17
16	For	in	him	all	things	were	created:	things	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	visible	and	
invisible,	whether	thrones	or	powers	or	rulers	or	authorities;	all	things	have	been	
created	through	him	and	for	him.	17	He	is	before	all	things,	and	in	him	all	things	
hold	together.

In	Him,	Jesus,	the	Debar	YHWH	all	things	were	created.	Paul	and	John	did	not	
come	up	with	this	idea	on	their	own,	they	had	passages	such	as	Psalm	33	to	
testify	to	what	they	saw	in	Jesus.

•

Before	Jesus	came	in	the	flesh	and	walked	through	Jerusalem	with	his	
disciples,	ascended	Mt.	Moriah,	or	prayed	in	Gethsemane,	He	appeared	to	
Abram	and	told	him:	do	not	fear,	I	am	your	shield,	your	very	great	reward.

•

Do	not	be	confused,	Jesus	in	the	flesh	did	not	appear	here	to	Abram,	but	he	
did	not	merely	hear	words	either,	words	are	not	normally	seen,	and	what	
Abram	experiences	is	a	vision.	It	was	The	Debar	YHWH	in	a	vision	speaking	a	
promise.	And	Debar	YHWH	will	speak	again	to	Abram	in	verse	4	something	
even	more	revelatory.	But	for	now,	understand	this:	Abram	is	believing	in	
Jesus	before	he	was	ever	born,	Paul	even	writes	in	Galatians	3:8	that	the	
gospel	was	given	to	Abram.	He	is	not	a	new	character	introduced	in	Matthew	
1,	he	has	always	been	with	the	father	speaking	to	his	people	for	the	Father;	to	
Abram,	to	Moses	and	the	prophets.

•

The	Debar	YHWH	was	the	only	thing	the	people	of	God	could	hold	on	to	in	
their	most	difficult	times	of	wandering	and	slavery.	For	those	of	you	who	have	
been	possibly	skeptical	of	our	translation	of	names,	remember	how	both	
narratives	from	the	genealogies	have	pointed	to	Jesus,	the	Debar	YHWH?	We	
want	to	show	you	another	instance	of	this	phenomenon.

•

(SLIDE)

As	you	can	see	on	this	slide,	these	are	the	English	names	which	were	derived	from	
Greek	and	used	in	the	Septuagint,	when	pieced	together	they	do	not	mean	much:	
Origin	exit	relating	to	the	Levites	numbers	second	law.

But,	let's	do	the	same	with	the	Hebrew	names:

(SLIDE)

Bere-Shit:•
Shemot:•
Vayikra:•
B'Midbar:•
D'varim:•

- The	original	Hebrew	names	for	books	of	the	Torah	are	completely	different:	but	
now	lets	add	in	their	meanings:

(SLIDE)

Bere-Shit: in	the	beginning•
Shemot: names•
Vayikra: He	called•
B'Midbar: in	the	desert•
D'varim:	words•
When	read	all	together	they	read:•

(SLIDE)

Even	the	definitions	of	the	Hebrew	names	given	to	the	books	of	the	Torah	
speak	the	message	of	YHWH's	divine	plan.	

•

In	the	beginning,	these	are	the	names	of	the	people	who	HE	CALLED	while	
they	were	in	the	desert,	for	what	purpose?	to	give	them	HIS	DEBAR.	

•

This	is	the	history	and	destiny	of	Israel,	that	while	they	are	in	the	desert,	God	
calls	them	and	ultimately	gives	them	his	DEBAR,	Jesus.

•

This	is	your	story	too,	you	were	in	adesert,	but	he	called	to	you	to	give	you	his	
words,	his	son	Jesus.

•

We	could	skip	past	this	next	part,	but	it	blessed	us	and	we	want	to	share	it	
with	you.	

If	you	have	gone	through	Discipleship	Training	you	may	remember	ELS	or	
the	Bible	Code

The	Bible	Codes	are	meaningful	Hebrew	words	spelled	out	in	the	
biblical	text	by	skipping	an	equal	number	of	letters	throughout	
books	in	the	TaNaKh.	The	researchers	called	this	equal	skipping	of	
letters	“Equidistant	letter	Sequence”	(ELS).	The	hidden	message	is	
spelled	out	within	the	normal	surface	text	by	skipping	an	equal	
number	of	letters	(say	every	seventh	letter).

▪

○

•

(SLIDE)

researchers	looked	at	the	string	of	Hebrew	letters	beginning	in	Gen	
1:1,	they	counted	forward	fifty	letters	from	the	first	appearance	of	
the	letter	(tav)	of	the	Hebrew	word	Torah	and	found	the	second	
letter	in	the	word	Torah	(vav) skipping	forward	another	fifty	letters,	
they	found	the	third	letter	of	the	word	,	(resh)	The	last	skip	forward	
of	fifty	letters	revealed	the	fourth	letter	in	the	word	Torah,	(hey)	The	
Hebrew	word	Torah,	the	Law,	was	spelled	out	using	every	fiftieth	
letter	of	the	text.

▪

To	their	surprise,	they	found	that	in	the	first	verse	of	Exodus,	the	
second	book	in	the	Bible,	the	same	word	Torah	was	once	again	
spelled	out	at	the	same	fifty-letter	intervals	beginning	with	the	first	
appearance	of	the	letter	(tav)

▪

(SLIDE)

When	they	examined	the	initial	verses	of	Numbers	and	
Deuteronomy,	the	fourth	and	fifth	books	of	the	Bible,	the	scientists	
again	found	that	the	word	Torah	was	encoded.	In	the	Book	of	
Numbers	and	Deuteronomy,	Torah	was	spelled	out	in	reverse	at	a	
fifty-letter	interval.

▪

The	mathematician	Dr.	Daniel	Michelson	calculated	that	the	odds	
were	more	than	three	million	to	one	against	the	word	Torah	being	
encoded	four	times	by	chance	alone	within	the	opening	verses	
within	the	first	five	books	of	the	Bible.

▪

(SLIDE)

However,	when	they	examined	the	opening	verses	of	Leviticus,	the	third	book	of	
the	Bible,	the	ELS	word	Torah	was	not	encoded.	The	word	for	God	YHWH	was	
spelled	out	when	they	skipped	forward	every	eighth	letter	from	the	first	letter	yod	
that	appeared	in	the	book.

•

(SLIDE)

Whether	it	is	genealogies,	definitions	of	book	names	or	the	equidistant	sequence	
of	letters,	the	evidence	is	clear,	YHWH	reveals	Himself	through	the	Word…the	
Debar	YHWH.		You	can	dig	as	deep	as	you	want	to	throughout	the	entire	Word	of	
God	and	it	will	always	point	you	back	to	the	Debar	YHWH.

We	have	to	continue	moving	forward	in	our	text	tonight	but	we	hope	you	are	
impacted	by	these	truths	concerning	the	Word	of	God	and	realize	what	a	powerful	
moment	this	is	for	Abram.

What	will	be	the	first	thing	that	comes	out	of	His	mouth…what	does	He	want	to	
communicate	to	Abram	first?

Genesis	15:1
"After	this,	the	Word	of	the	LORD	came	to	Abram	in	a	vision:

"Do	not	be	afraid,	Abram"	

This	is	the	very	first	time	that	the	words	"fear	not"	or	"do	not	be	afraid"	appear	in	
the	scriptures. This	is	the	first	thing	that	the	Debar	Yahweh	says	to	Abram	in	
keeping	with	His	character	throughout	the	scriptures	and	it	is	a	command: Take	a	
look	at	this	slide:
(Read	the	slide)

Rather	than	simply	being	an	encouraging	suggestion	(although	it	is	encouraging)	
Abram	is	being	commanded	by	the	Debar	Yahweh	to	not	be	afraid.

•

But	this	is	not	the	first	time	that	the	word	for	afraid	appears. Let's	go	back	to	the	
first	time	that	we	see	this	word	in	Genesis	3.

Genesis	3:8-13	(NIV	1984):
8	Then	the	man	and	his	wife	heard	the	sound	of	the	Lord	God	as	he	was	
walking	in	the	garden	in	the	cool	of	the	day,	and	they	hid	from	the	Lord	God	
among	the	trees	of	the	garden.	9	But	the	Lord	God	called	to	the	man,	“Where	
are	you?”	10	He	answered,	“I	heard	you	in	the	garden,	and	I	was	afraid	
because	I	was	naked;	so	I	hid.”	11	And	he	said,	“Who	told	you	that	you	were	
naked?	Have	you	eaten	from	the	tree	that	I	commanded	you	not	to	eat	
from?”	12	The	man	said,	“The	woman	you	put	here	with	me—she	gave	me	
some	fruit	from	the	tree,	and	I	ate	it.”

When	God	comes	to	Adam	and	Adam	says,	"I	was	afraid"	God	does	not	tell	him,	
"fear	not"	or	"do	not	be	afraid"	because	Adam	of	course	was	in	sin.

•

God	does	not	correct	the	man's	fear	because	it	is	right	that	He	should	have	a	
healthy	fear	of	God	while	he	is	doing	wrong.

•

•

While	it	is	difficult	to	prove	the	exact	number	of	times	different	variations	of	the	
phrase	"do	not	fear"	or	"fear	not"	or	"be	not	afraid"	appear	throughout	the	
scriptures,	the	collective	total	is	in	the	100's	and	it	is	the	most	given	command	in	
the	Bible	even	more	than	"Praise	the	Lord"	and	"Give	thanks"	by	at	least	double.

Rather	than	this	information	causing	us	to	value	such	commands	as	Praise	the	Lord	
and	give	thanks	less…	the	frequency	of	the	command	"Do	Not	fear"	reveals	how	
often	we	need	to	be	reminded.

Consider	the	definition	of	fear	given	in	the	Dictionary	of	Biblical	Languages:

Strongs	3372-”be	frightened,	i.e.,	be	in	a	state	of	feeling	great	distress,	and	deep	
concern	of	pain	or	unfavorable	circumstance”

Adam	was	afraid	and	he	was	not	corrected. Abram,	however,	was	immediately	
told	to	not	be	afraid.

•

Adam's	fear	came	from	his	deep	concern	about	punishment	that	he	deserved…	the	
Debar	Yahweh	was	commanding	Abram	to	not	be	in	distress	or	concerned	about	
any	seemingly	unfavorable	circumstances	because	He	was	obeying.

•

The	scriptures	are	showing	us	that	it	is	appropriate	to	have	a	healthy	fear	of	God	
while	we	are	in	sin,	but	we	should	have	no	fear	of	unfavorable	circumstances	as	
we	follow	Him	in	faith	and	obedience	just	as	Abram	was	doing.

•

Let's	take	a	look	at	how	the	scriptures	instruct	us	to	handle	fear:

Deuteronomy	10:12	(NIV)
"And	now,	Israel,	what	does	the	Lord	your	God	ask	of	you	but	to	fear	the	Lord	your	
God,	to	walk	in	obedience	to	him,	to	love	him,	to	serve	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	
your	heart	and	with	all	your	soul."

Israel	is	instructed	to	fear	the	Lord	and	to	walk	in	obedience	to	Him•
Fear	of	the	Lord	is	instructed	by	God	and	is	demonstrated	by	walking	in	obedience	
to	Him	and	loving	Him	with	all	of	your	heart	and	soul

•

Proverbs	1:7	(NIV)
"The	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	knowledge,	but	fools	despise	wisdom	and	
instruction."

Fear	of	the	Lord	is	contrasted	with	despising	wisdom	and	instruction•
The	scriptures	teach	us	that	despising	wisdom	and	instruction	is	foolish	but	one	
who	fears	the	Lord	grows	in	knowledge

•

Clarity	should	be	growing	about	the	appropriateness	of	fear	of	the	Lord	driving	you	
not	to	live	in	sin.

•

Fools	who	continue	on	in	their	sin	in	spite	of	wisdom	and	in	spite	of	the	correction	
they	are	receiving	show	that	they	do	not	fear	the	Lord.

•

Isaiah	8:12-13	(ESV)
12 “Do	not	call	conspiracy	all	that	this	people	calls	conspiracy,	and	do	not	fear	
what	they	fear,	nor	be	in	dread.
13 But	the	Lord	of	hosts,	him	you	shall	honor	as	holy.	Let	him	be	your	fear,	and	let	
him	be	your	dread.

The	context	of	this	verse	is	that	there	is	a	threat	of	invasion	on	the	people	of	
Israel. Fear	is	rising	in	the	hearts	of	the	people	about	what	disasters	will	befall	
them.		

•

Isaiah	tells	the	people	to	consecrate	the	fear	that	they	possess	for	the	Lord	and	
Him	alone. This	will	cause	them	to	walk	in	obedience	to	Him,	love	Him	and	serve	
Him,	and	then	they	will	not	have	to	fear	the	army.		

•

Fearing	the	difficulties	and	hardships	that	come	your	way	in	this	life	is	not	the	
answer,	fear	the	Lord	alone	and	walk	in	obedience	to	Him	and	He	will	see	you	
through	them.

•

Matt	1:20 But	as	he	considered	these	things,	behold,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	
appeared	to	him	in	a	dream,	saying,	“Joseph,	son	of	David, do	not	fear to	take	
Mary	as	your	wife,	for	that	which	is	conceived	in	her	is	from	the	Holy	Spirit.

This	is	the	first	time	"do	not	fear"	appears	in	the	New	Testament. Consider	the	
circumstances:	Joseph	is	called	a	righteous	man	in	verse	19	while	he	is	trying	to	
obey	the	Lord	in	a	difficult	scenario	with	a	woman	who	is	not	yet	his	wife	and	is	
surprisingly	pregnant. The	angel	of	the	Lord	appears	to	him	and	says	"Do	not	
fear".		

•

Once	again	God	is	instructing	the	man	who	is	trying	to	obey	Him	and	trust	Him	to	
not	be	afraid	of	any	seemingly	unfavorable	circumstance. This	confirms	the	
distinction	that	we	have	seen	thus	far	between	fear	that	living	in	sin	brings	and	the	
command	to	not	fear	whatever	comes	your	way	as	you	obey	the	Lord.

•

Luke	12:4-5	(ESV)
"I	tell	you,	my	friends,	do	not	fear	those	who	kill	the	body,	and	after	that	have	
nothing	more	that	they	can	do.	But	I	will	warn	you	whom	to	fear:	fear	him	
who,	after	he	has	killed,	has	authority	to	cast	into	hell.	Yes,	I	tell	you,	fear	
him!"

Jesus	is	drawing	a	distinction	about	who	His	friends	should	fear	just	like	Isaiah	did.•
Man	does	not	have	the	power	to	affect	your	eternal	state,	God	does.•
Our	fear	must	be	reserved	for	Him	alone	which	will	result	in	us	walking	in	
obedience	to	Him	and	then	obeying	His	command	to	not	be	afraid	of	what	results	
from	following	Him.

•

1	John	4:18	(NIV	84)
18	There	is	no	fear	in	love.	But	perfect	love	drives	out	fear,	because	fear	has	
to	do	with	punishment.	The	one	who	fears	is	not	made	perfect	in	love.

The	apostle	John	connects	fear	with	punishment. We	can	see	looking	back	
through	the	scriptures	that	the	one	living	in	sin	should	rightly	be	afraid	of	the	
unfavorable	circumstance	that	awaits	him	down	the	path	that	he	is	on. But	the	
one	who	fears	God	and	is	obeying	and	trusting	Him	is	COMMANDED	NOT	to	fear	
the	circumstances	that	arise.

•

The	perfect	love	of	God	is	actively	working	in	your	life	to	drive	out	fear…this	is	why	
this	command	is	given	so	many	times…this	is	why	Jesus	speaks	it	as	soon	as	He	
shows	up	on	the	scene.

•

Revelation	1:17 - "When	I	saw	him,	I	fell	at	his	feet	as	though	dead.	Then	he	
placed	his	right	hand	on	me	and	said:	'Do	not	be	afraid.	I	am	the	First	and	the	
Last.'"

This	is	the	last	time	that	the	command	do	not	be	afraid	is	given	in	the	scriptures. It	
is	of	course	from	the	Debar	Yahweh,	given	to	the	Apostle	John.
Remember	at	this	time	John	is	in	exile	on	Patmos	for	his	testimony	of	Jesus. What	
will	become	of	him,	what	will	be	his	fate,	what	will	happen	to	the	churches	they	
have	planted	and	to	his	disciples	that	he	loves	so	much?		
Jesus	commands	him,	do	not	be	afraid.
He	reminds	John	that	He	is	the	initiator	and	the	finisher…He	was	there	at	the	
beginning	and	He	will	be	there	at	the	end	and	He	will	accomplish	everything	he	has	
in	mind	to	do.		
Since	He	is	so	powerful,	we,	like	the	apostle	John,	are	instructed	not	to	fear	any	
circumstance	that	results	as	we	try	to	follow	Him	but	rather	let	our	fear	of	God	
alone	drive	us	to	obey	His	word,	to	love	Him	and	serve	Him	with	all	our	heart	and	
soul.

Abram's	shield	(magen)	"Magen	of	David"	(Shield	of	David	is	"star	of	David")

Let's	focus	on	the	last	phrase	that	Debar	YHWH	spoke	to	Abram,	"your	very	great	
reward."	If	you	remember	from	last	week,	we	ended	chapter	14	with	this	verse:		
24 I	will	accept	nothing	but	what	my	men	have	eaten	and	the	share	that	belongs	
to	the	men	who	went	with	me—to	Aner,	Eshcol	and	Mamre.	Let	them	have	their	
share."

We	said,	"Notice	that	God	had	chosen	Abram.	That	privilege	was	enough	for	him."

God	confirms	what	Abram	has	already	stated	to	the	king	of	Sodom.	Abram	says,	in	
essence,	I	will	accept	nothing	from	you	because	he	had	already	sworn	not	to	do	
this.	He	already	has	everything	that	he	would	ever	need	from	Adonai.		

The	Great	I	AM	states:	I	AM	your	shield,	and	I	AM	your	very	great	reward!

This	is	the	first	time	the	word	"reward"	is	used	in	the	Bible.		

Most	of	the	time	(15	out	of	the	28	times),	it	is	actually	translated	as	"wage",	as	in	
payment	for	work.		

Additionally,	even	when	it	is	translated	as	"reward,"	it	is	usually	connected	to	
some	form	of	work.	Look	at	these	verses:		

2	Chronicles	15:7	(NIV	1984)
"But	as	for	you,	be	strong	and	do	not	give	up,	for	your	work	will	be	rewarded."

This	is	spoken	by	Azariah	to	King	Asa,	who	then	took	courage	and	put	away	
detestable	idols	from	all	the	land	of	Judah	and	Benjamin	and	from	the	cities	
he	had	taken)

•

Ecclesiastes	4:9	(NIV	1984)
"Two	are	better	than	one,	because	they	have	a	good	return	for	their	work."

Jeremiah	31:16	(NIV	1984)
"This	is	what	the	Lord	says:	'Restrain	your	voice	from	weeping	and	your	eyes	from	
tears,	for	your	work	will	be	rewarded,'	declares	the	Lord.	'They	will	return	from	the	
land	of	the	enemy.'"

God	is	not	saying	He	is	giving	Abram	a	gift.	GOD	IS	his	reward	because	he	is	
obedient.	He	just	finished	reflecting	the	heart	of	the	father	because	he	went	after	
his	nephew	Lot.		

The	truth	is	that	God	promised	Abram	that	he	would	have	many	children.	This	is	a	
reward	that	Abram	was	expecting.	But	what	God	is	saying	here	is	that	I	am,	first	
and	foremost,	your	reward.	If	the	promise	of	children	was	bigger	in	Abram's	mind	
than	God	himself,	would	he	have	obeyed	at	Mount	Moriah?

If	we	are	only	focused	on	the	promises	of	reward	that	God	gives	us	and	NOT	on	
the	reward	of	God	himself	we	may	be	tempted	to	disobey	Him	to	keep	what	He	
desires	to	give	us.

Philippians	3:7–8	(ESV)

7	But	whatever	gain	I	had,	I	counted	as	loss	for	the	sake	of	Christ.	8	Indeed, I	count	
everything	as	loss	because	of	the	surpassing	worth	of	knowing	Christ	Jesus	my	
Lord. For	his	sake	I	have	suffered	the	loss	of	all	things	and	count	them	as	rubbish,	
in	order	that	I	may gain	Christ

Here	Paul	rightly	concludes	that	knowing	Christ	is	worth	more	than	anything	
he	received.

•

Knowing	and	Gaining	Christ	is	worth	more	than	anything	this	life	has	to	offer.•

Hebrews	11:6	(ESV)

6	And	without	faith	it	is	impossible	to	please	him,	for	whoever	would	draw	near	to	
Godmust	believe	that	he	exists	and	that	he	rewards those	who seek	him.

We	serve	a	God	who	rewards	people	for	their	work,	and	the	ultimate	reward	
is	God	Himself!!

•

Abram	just	finished	risking	everything!	In	the	following	few	verses,	he	expresses	
his	desire	to	know	what	he	will	have	to	show	for	it.	God	is	telling	Abram	here,	even	
before	the	doubts	are	out	of	his	mouth,	that	HE,	the	very	great	I	AM,	will	be	his	
reward.	Abram	could	have	no	greater	reward	than	God	himself	as	his	inheritance.		

Ezekiel	44:28
"I	am	to	be	the	only	inheritance	the	priests	have.	You	are	to	give	them	no	
possession	in	Israel;	I	will	be	their	possession."

Numbers	18:20
"The	Lord	said	to	Aaron,	'You	will	have	no	inheritance	in	their	land,	nor	will	
you	have	any	share	among	them;	I	am	your	share	and	your	inheritance	among	
the	Israelites.'"

Deuteronomy	18:2
"They	shall	have	no	inheritance	among	their	fellow	Israelites;	the	Lord	is	their	
inheritance,	as	he	promised	them."

We	are	his	Inheritance	and	he	is	our	inheritance	

Immediately	after	Abram	risks	his	life	to	save	Lot,	after	he	turns	down	the	offer	
from	the	King	of	Sodom,	and	surveys	his	own	situation	which	we	will	read	about	
shortly,	the	Lord	meets	Him	and	reassures	him	that	all	of	the	work	that	he	is	doing,	
all	of	the	risks	that	he	is	taking	and	all	of	the	sacrifices	that	he	has	made	are	not	in	
vain,	that	Abram	will	receive	the	Lord	himself	as	his	reward.

2	But	Abram	said,	“O	Sovereign	LORD,	what	can	you	give	me	since	I	remain	
childless	and	the	one	who	will	inherit	my	estate	is	Eliezer	of	Damascus?”

Abram	has	settled	and	made	an	oath	to	the	Lord	to	only	become	great	by	and	
receive	from	the	Lord	alone.	He	is	building	a	legacy	and	inheritance	built	
solely	on	faith.	Despite	this	oath	and	belief	Abram	still	has	a	concern	- "who	
will	inherit	my	estate?".

•

You	can	see	in	verse	two	that	Abram	had	no	concern	for	physical	possessions,	
he	only	desired	a	son.	In	his	mind,	he	had	all	he	ever	needed	and	could	ever	
imagine,	all	he	lacked	was	a	son	to	give	them	all	he	had,	physical,	and	
spiritual.

•

Let	us	take	a	moment	to	examine	the	heart	of	the	father	of	faith.

Riches	did	not	tempt	him○

Power	was	not	his	goal○

Success	he	attributed	only	to	the	Lord○

•

All	Abram	wanted	– was	a	son.•

As	you	search	your	own	heart	and	desires,	what	is	it	you	long	for?

Comfort?○

Success?○

Riches?○

Talent's	and	giftings?○

•

Or	is	your	whole	purpose	and	destiny	attached	to	the	sons	you	can	create	and	
give	what	the	Lord	has	given	you?

•

For	Abram,	this	was	his	desire,	and	for	him	all	he	had	was	a	man	not	from	his	
own	body,	but	still	raised	in	his	household	– Eliezer	of	Damascus.

•

3	And	Abram	said,	“You	have	given	me	no	children;	so	a	servant	in	my	household	
will	be	my	heir.”

As	it	stands	now,	Eliazer	will	inherit	all	that	Abram	has.	This	man	as	we	know	
will	not	inherit	all	that	is	Abram's	but	the	fact	that	he	would	have	must	meant	
he	was	quite	exemplary.	

•

His	name	means,	"God	is	my	help".	The	International	Standard	Bible	
Encyclopedia	has	this	to	say	about	him

•

(READ	THE	YELLOW	IN	SLIDE)

According	to	the	ISBE.	Eliazer	is	the	man	who	is	sent	and	finds	Rebekah	for	
Isaac!	This	man	did	not	inherit	all	of	Abram's	estate,	but	he	is	certainly	
exemplary.	He	is	seemingly	the	leader	of	all	of	Abram's	men.	He	has	gone	to	
war	with	Abram,	traveled	likely	hundreds	if	not	thousands	of	miles	with	him.	

•

Abram	testifies	to	his	leadership	within	the	household	of	Abram,	and	his	
name	even	testifies	to	it.

•

We	want	to	teach	you	something	we	find	interesting	about	the	numerical	
values	of	Hebrew	letters	and	something	cool	hidden	in	Eliezers	name.

•

In	Hebrew,	there	are	no	numbers,	only	letters,	and	the	letters	are	used	as	
their	numbers. Look	at	this	chart	for	clarification:

•

(SLIDE)

Here	you	can	see	each	Hebrew	letter	with	their	respective	numerical	value.	
Now,	let's	take	Eliazer's	name	and	see	the	numerical	value.

•

(SLIDE)

Now,	we	gather	the	numerical	values•

(SLIDE)

Aleph:	1

Lamed:	30

Yod:	10

Ayin:	70

Zayin:	7

Resh:	200

All	of	them	added	together:

(SLIDE)

318,	the	exact	number	of	men	Abram	led	into	battle	in	the	previous	chapter.•

Now,	some	may	call	it	coincidence	or	just	too	mystical.•

All	we	should	gather	from	this,	is	despite	Abram	not	having	a	son,	God	did	
grant	him	with	an	exemplary	man,	who	helped	lead	his	household	into	battle,	
and	as	we	learned	earlier,	likely	was	responsible	for	finding	Rebekah	for	the	
promised	son.

•

Throughout	this	entire	exchange,	don't	you	read	it	and	immediately	insert	
frustration	into	Abram's	voice?	

"O	Sovereign	LORD,	what	can	you	give me	since	I	remain	childless"○

"You have	given	me	no	children;	so	a	servant	in	my	household	will	be	
my	heir.”

○

It	sounds	as	if	Abram	is	blaming	God.	This	is	the	first	time	it	is	recorded	that	
Abram	responds	back	to	God	when	God	speaks	to	him,	and	this	is	what	he	
says	in	response	to	the	Debar	YHWH.	He	has	told	Abram	that	his	offspring	
will	be	like	the	dust,	who	will	this	come	to	be?

○

So,	does	Debar	YHWH	smite	him	from	heaven?	Does	he	rebuke	him?	No,	he	
affirms	his	promise	and	eventually,	credits	him	with	righteousness.

○

•

4	Then	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	him:	“This	man	will	not	be	your	heir,	but	a	
son	coming	from	your	own	body	will	be	your	heir.”

the	Debar	YHWH	adds	something	new	to	this	promise	- "a	son	coming	
from	your	own	body	will	be	your	heir.”

○

Abram	knew	he	would	become	a	great	nation,	but	he	did	not	know	how...○

He	knew	he	would	bless	all	people,	but	didn’t	know	how..○

He	was	told	he	would	have	offspring,	but	he	still	has	no	son!○

Now,	the	Debar	YHWH	adds	to	his	promise	with	the	assurance	of	his	own	
son.	This	would	be	revelatory	for	Abram,	he	is	old,	this	is	what	he	wanted	
and	longed	for!	A	SON!

○

Keep	that	in	mind	when	we	go	into	Genesis	16	next	week.○

5	He	took	him	outside	and	said,	“Look	up	at	the	heavens	and	count	the	stars—if	
indeed	you	can	count	them.”	Then	he	said	to	him,	“So	shall	your	offspring	be.”

The	amount	to	study	within	this	verse	alone	could	equate	to	a	lifetime	of	
study.	The	truths	and	mysteries	in	this	verse	have	been	touched	on	before	on	
this	body	and	others	in	the	One	Association.	For	more	than	we	will	study	
tonight,	look	into	our	series:	Heavenly	Calling	or	LCM's	Celestial	Powers.

•

Tonight,	our	goal	is	to	show	you	that	in	this	prophecy	there	is	more	going	on	
than	meets	the	eye.	Most	commentators	and	churches	read	this	verse	and	
promise	and	connect	the	number	of	stars	in	the	sky	to	the	number	of	
descendants	Abram	would	have,	which	is	identical	to	the	promise	in	Genesis	
12,	and	as	we	will	show	you	is	not	the	point	the	Debar	YHWH	is	making.	The	
Promise	in	Gen	12	spoke	to	the	QUANTITY	of	Abram's	descendants	AND	also	
relates	them	to	dust.	This	promise	in	Gen	15	is	speaking	not	only	the	quantity,	
but	even	more	so	the	QUALITY	of	Abram's	descendants.	

•

The	key	lies	in	the	phrase	- "Look	at	the	Heavens"	AND	"count	the	stars,	if	
indeed	you	can	count	them."	Abram	is	instructed	by	Dabar	YHWH	to	LOOK	
and	COUNT.	When	he	LOOKS	and	COUNTS	what	he	SEES	and	how	many	he	
COUNTS	is	what	he	is	told	his	offspring	will	BE	LIKE	in	QUALITY	(LOOK)	and	
QUANTITY	(COUNT).	To	begin	we	must	establish:	how	does	the	Tanakh	and	
Newer	Testament	perceive	stars?	

•

Job	38:1-7

Then	the	Lord	answered	Job	out	of	the	storm.	He	said:	

2	"Who	is	this	that	darkens	my	counsel

with	words	without	knowledge?	

3	Brace	yourself	like	a	man;

I	will	question	you,

and	you	shall	answer	me.	

4	"Where	were	you	when	I	laid	the	earth's	foundation?

Tell	me,	if	you	understand.	

5	Who	marked	off	its	dimensions?	Surely	you	know!

Who	stretched	a	measuring	line	across	it?	

6	On	what	were	its	footings	set,

or	who	laid	its	cornerstone—

7	while	the	morning	stars	sang	together

and	all	the	angels	shouted	for	joy?	

We	have	read	this	verse	before	in	our	study	in	Genesis,	consider	the	
parenthetical	language	in	verse	7.

7	while	the	morning	stars	sang	together○

and	all	the	angels	shouted	for	joy?

•

Here	in	Job,	the	morning	stars singing,	is	equated	with	angels shouting.	
(remember:	angels	is	literally	"sons	of	god")	In	other	words,	the	morning	stars	
and	angels	are	parallel	and	they	both	are	with	God	during	creation.	

•

Judg	5:19-20

19	"Kings	came,	they	fought;

the	kings	of	Canaan	fought

at	Taanach	by	the	waters	of	Megiddo,

but	they	carried	off	no	silver,	no	plunder.	

20	From	the	heavens	the	stars	fought,

from	their	courses	they	fought	against	Sisera.

This	is	of	course	the	battle	with	Deborah	and	Barak	and	the	recounting	of	
their	battle.

•

Not	only	was	this	a	battle	on	earth	where	Israel	gained	victory,	the	STARS,	the	
heavenly	being	are	fighting	on	Israel's	behalf,	and	they	win!

•

Ps	89:5-8

5	The	heavens	praise	your	wonders,	O	Lord,

your	faithfulness	too,	in	the	assembly	of	the	holy	ones.	

6	For	who	in	the	skies	above	can	compare	with	the	Lord?

Who	is	like	the	Lord	among	the	heavenly	beings?	

7	In the	council	of	the	holy	ones God	is	greatly	feared;

he	is	more	awesome	than	all	who	surround	him.	

8	O	Lord	God	Almighty,	who	is	like	you?

You	are	mighty,	O	Lord,	and	your	faithfulness	surrounds	you.

Here	we	see	again	the	heavenly	beings	who	are	in	a	council	with	God,	notice,	
where	does	it	say	these	heavenly	beings	are?	In	the	skies	with	the	Lord.	They	
are	with	him,	in	a	council	with	him,	but	they	do	not	compare	with	him.	

•

So	it	is	as	if,	God	has	a	council,	a	family	of	beings	in	heaven	as	well	as	the	
earth!	And	God	is	the	head	and	ruler	of	them	all.

•

Job	4:18

18	If	God	places	no	trust	in	his	servants,

if	he	charges	his	angels	with	error,	

These	angels	are	equated	with	stars	and	are	in	a	council	with	God	who	is	their	
head	and they	are	able	to	be	in	error.

•

This	should	rid	us	of	the	notion	that	angels	are	perfect•

Job	15:15-16

15	If	God	places	no	trust	in	his	holy	ones,

if	even	the	heavens	are	not	pure	in	his	eyes,	

16	how	much	less	man,	who	is	vile	and	corrupt,

who	drinks	up	evil	like	water!	

These	heavenly	beings	in	God's	council	can	be	in	error	but	they	are	still	above	
mankind,	they	are	not	pure	but	there	are	less	vile	and	corrupt	than	man.

•

This	shows	us,	man	is	not	the	ultimate	creation	of	God	in	regards	to	trust	and	
goodness,	angels	are	above	them.

•

Isa	24:21-23

21	In	that	day	the	Lord	will	punish

the	powers	in	the	heavens	above

and	the	kings	on	the	earth	below.	

22	They	will	be	herded	together

like	prisoners	bound	in	a	dungeon;

they	will	be	shut	up	in	prison

and	be	punished	after	many	days.	

23	The	moon	will	be	abashed,	the	sun	ashamed;

for	the	Lord	Almighty	will	reign

on	Mount	Zion	and	in	Jerusalem,

and	before	its	elders,	gloriously.	

Again,	we	see	the	powers	in	the	heavens	are	punished	like	kings	on	the	earth.	
Then,	it	says	it	again	in	verse	23,	the	moon	will	be	abashed,	the	sun	ashamed.
Heavenly	beings	are	equated	once	again	with	the	lights	in	the	heavens.

•

Isa	34:4

4	All	the	stars	of	the	heavens will	be	dissolved

and	the	sky	rolled	up	like	a	scroll;

all	the	starry	host	will	fall

like	withered	leaves	from	the	vine,

like	shriveled	figs	from	the	fig	tree.

Heavenly	beings	are	called	here:	starry	host.	We	understand	we	are	covering	
many	scriptures	on	this	topic	and	it	would	be	easy	to	disengage,	but	as	we	are	
reading,	one	thing	is	becoming	clear.	The	complete	Tanakh,	Law,	Prophets,	
and	Writings	equate	heavenly	beings	(angels,	Sons	of	God,	etc.)	with	stars,	the	
heavens,	and	the	cosmos	as	a	whole.

•

Consider	this	repeated	pattern	and	connection	as	you	remember	that	Debar	
YHYH	told	Abram	to	"look	at	the	heavens...so	shall	your	offspring	be".

•

Gen	37:9-11

9	Then	he	had	another	dream,	and	he	told	it	to	his	brothers.	"Listen,"	he	said,	"I	
had	another	dream,	and	this	time	the	sun	and	moon	and	eleven	stars	were	
bowing	down	to	me."

Make	no	mistake,	this	dream	of	Josephs'	should	not	be	disconnected	from	the	
promise	given	from	Debar	YHWH.	Abram	was	told	his	descendants	would	be	
like	the	stars,	then	his	great-grandson	has	a	dream,	where	his	descendants	
are	personified	as	the	sun	moon	and	stars!	Joseph	undoubtably	knew	this	
important	promise	given	to	his	family,	and	the	ancient	readers	would	
immediately	connect	the	two,	how	do	we	know	this?	Because	Jacob	did!

•

10	When	he	told	his	father	as	well	as	his	brothers,	his	father	rebuked	him	and	said,	
"What	is	this	dream	you	had?	Will	your	mother	and	I	and	your	brothers	actually	
come	and	bow	down	to	the	ground	before	you?" 11	His	brothers	were	jealous	of	
him,	but	his	father	kept	the	matter	in	mind.	

It	was	a	common	connection	and	understanding	for	the	family	of	faith	that	
they	would	be	made	to	be	like	the	stars,	Abram	passed	this	down	to	Isaac,	
and	Isaac	to	Jacob,	and	Jacob	to	the	12	sons.

•

Num	24:17-19

17	"I	see	him,	but	not	now;

I	behold	him,	but	not	near.

A	star	will	come	out	of	Jacob;

a	scepter	will	rise	out	of	Israel.

He	will	crush	the	foreheads	of	Moab,

the	skulls	of	all	the	sons	of	Sheth.	

18	Edom	will	be	conquered;

Seir,	his	enemy,	will	be	conquered,

but	Israel	will	grow	strong.	

19	A	ruler	will	come	out	of	Jacob

and	destroy	the	survivors	of	the	city."	

Not	only	would	the	entire	family	from	Abram	become	like	stars,	there	would	
be	a	star	in	particular	who	would	crush	His	enemies	and	become	their	ruler.

•

Dan	12:3-4

3	Those	who	are	wise	will	shine	like	the	brightness	of	the	heavens,	and	those	who	
lead	many	to	righteousness,	like	the	stars	for	ever	and	ever.	4	But	you,	Daniel,	
close	up	and	seal	the	words	of	the	scroll	until	the	time	of	the	end.	Many	will	go	
here	and	there	to	increase	knowledge."

This	prophecy	in	Daniel	12	is	about	the	descendants	of	Israel	and	their	
endurance	during	a	fierce	invasion	of	Israel	to	come.	Of	this	time,	it	is	
prophesied	that	Abram's	descendants	will	shine	like	the	heavens,	like	stars	
and	lead	others	to	righteousness.	

•

What	should	be	getting	more	and	more	clear,	is	that	stars	and	heavenly	
bodies	are	directly	connected	to	the	sons	of	God,	those	in	his	council,	and	
that	Abram's	descendants	will	become	like	them.	Where	they	were	once	less	
than,	they	will	become	more,	that	is	why	it	says	in	1	Corinthians	6:3

3	Do	you	not	know	that	we	will	judge	angels?	How	much	more	the	things	
of	this	life!	

○

•

Moreover,	the	way	in	which	the	descendants	of	Abram	become	like	the	stars	
is	through	faith	and	perseverance	through	difficult	times	and	persecution.	

•

Before	we	move	on	in	the	text,	let	us	share	a	few	more	important	passages.•

Phil	2:14-17

14	Do	everything	without	complaining	or	arguing,	15	so	that	you	may	become	
blameless	and	pure,	children	of	God without	fault	in	a	crooked	and	depraved	
generation,	in	which	you shine	like	stars	in	the	universe 16	as	you	hold	out	the	
word	of	life	— in	order	that	I	may	boast	on	the	day	of	Christ	that	I	did	not	run	or	
labor	for	nothing.	

Children	of	God,	which	we	now	know	extends	to	us	Gentiles	who	put	our	faith	
in	the	God	of	Abram,	will	shine	like	stars	in	the	midst	of	a	depraved	
generation	as	we	hold	onto	the	WORD	of	life.	

•

As	we,	the	children	of	God,	await	the	fullness	of	this	promise	for	the	people	of	
Israel	and	us	as	we	dwell	in	their	tent,	we	should	strive	to	live	a	life	like	the	
fathers	of	faith	who	were	promised	to	become	like	the	stars,	but	also	in	their	
own	lifetimes,	acted	in	such	great	faith	they	shone	in	their	mortal	bodies.	

•

Exodus	34:29-30

29And	when	Moses	came	down	from	Mount	Sinai	with	the	two	tablets	of	the	
Testimony	in	his	hands,	he	was	unaware	that	his	face	had	become	radiant	from	
speaking	with	the	LORD.	30Aaron	and	all	the	Israelites	looked	at	Moses,	and	
behold,	his	face	was	radiant.	And	they	were	afraid	to	approach	him.

Moses	was	in	such	close	relationship	to	the	Lord	that	he	spoke	with	Him	face	
to	face	(ex	33:11).	He	ascended	the	mountain	and	held	the	Testimony	of	the	
Lord	in	his	hands,	given	from	God.	He	was	in	such	close	proximity	to	the	Lord	
and	his	Testimony,	his	commands	that	his	face	shined	like	the	stars,	so	much	
so,	the	Lord	had	to	cover	it	for	the	people.

•

As	you	survey	your	life	and	calling,	the	way	we	become	like	the	fathers	of	
faith	and	shine	like	stars	is	to	be	in	the	closest	possible	proximity	to	the	
commands,	covenants,	Words	and	presence	of	our	Lord	as	we	await	the	
promise	given	to	Abram	and	his	descendants.

•

This	brings	us	back	to	our	text	tonight•

4	Then	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	to	him:	"This	man	will	not	be	your	heir,	but	
a	son	coming	from	your	own	body	will	be	your	heir."	5	He	took	him	outside	
and	said,	"Look	up	at	the	heavens	and	count	the	stars— if	indeed	you	can	
count	them."	Then	he	said	to	him,	"So	shall	your	offspring	be."	

Within	this	promise	the	Debar	YHWH	promises	to	Abram	and	his	
descendants	that	they	will	not	be	mortal	forever.	They	have	a	higher	
destiny	that	goes	beyond	the	earth	and	beyond	his	own	mortal	body.	He	
and	his	descendants	will	become	like	the	heavenly	beings,	the	very	sons	
of	God.

○

•

6	Abram	believed	the	LORD,	and	he	credited	it	to	him	as	righteousness.

We	will	shamelessly	continue	to	point	out	every	first	time	occurrence	of	major	
themes	in	the	seed	book	of	Genesis.		

Remember	the	significance	of	the	first	mention	of	a	concept,	word	or	doctrine	in	
the	scriptures	is	that	it	often	provides	foundational	information	that	shapes	our	
understanding	throughout	the	rest	of	the	Bible.	

For	instance,	look	at	the	1st	mention	of	sin	in	Genesis	4:7	

Genesis	4:7	(NIV	1984)
"If	you	do	what	is	right,	will	you	not	be	accepted?	But	if	you	do	not	do	what	is	
right,	sin	is	crouching	at	your	door;	it	desires	to	have	you,	but	you	must	
master	it."

The	first	mention	in	scripture	establishes	that	sin	is	something	that	desires	to	
control	you	but	must	be	mastered.

Or	when	we	visited	saved	by	grace	through	faith	with	Noah	in	Genesis	6:8.	

You	were	able	to	see	the	grace	that	God	gave	Noah	was	warning	him	of	the	flood	
and	giving	him	the	plans	for	the	boat.		Faith	was	him	trusting	that	what	God	said	
was	true	and	demonstrating	that	faith	by	building	the	boat.	The	completion	of	his	
faith	brought	about	actual	salvation	for	his	family.	That's	how	saved	by	grace	
through	faith	works.

Tonight	we	have	an	equally	weighty	concept:	Abram	believed	the	Lord,	and	he	
credited	it	to	him	as	righteousness.	The	words,	"believed",	"credited"	and	
"righteousness"	all	appear	here	for	the	first	time	together	in	the	Bible.	

Before	we	get	into	explaining	this	verse	we	want	to	ask	you	a	question…up	until	
this	moment	have	you	looked	at	this	verse	as	the	moment	Abram	became	
righteous?

Be	honest.		If	you	are	like	us,	at	first	reading	that's	what	it	seems	like,	but	now	that	
we	have	gone	through	Abram's	journey	in	the	scriptures	it	is	unthinkable	that	his	
trust	in	YHWH,	obedience	to	His	instruction,	and	sacrifice	for	the	promises	have	
not	yet	been	counted	as	righteousness.

We	want	to	clear	this	up	and	focus	on	a	few	important	elements.

Consider	these	scriptures	as	we	consider	Abram's	state	before	God	at	this	point.

Acts	7:2–4	(ESV)
2 And	Stephen	said:	
“Brothers	and	fathers,	hear	me.	The	God	of	glory	appeared	to	our	father	
Abraham	when	he	was	in	Mesopotamia,	before	he	lived	in	Haran,	3 and	said	to	
him,	‘Go	out	from	your	land	and	from	your	kindred	and	go	into	the	land	that	I	
will	show	you.’	4 Then	he	went	out from	the	land	of	the	Chaldeans	and	lived	in	
Haran.	And	after	his	father	died,	God	removed	him	from	there	into	this	land	in	
which	you	are	now	living.

Abram's	belief	in	God	was	present	at	this	point•
His	trust	in	His	words	are	shown	through	his	obedience.•
The	phrase	Abram	believed	the	Lord	and	it	was	credited	to	him	as	righteousness	
could	be	present	at	this	point	but	it	is	not.

•

Hebrews	6:13–15	(ESV)
13 For	when	God	made	a	promise	to	Abraham,	since	he	had	no	one	greater	by	
whom	to	swear,	he	swore	by	himself,	14 saying,	“Surely	I	will	bless	you	and	
multiply	you.”	15 And	thus	Abraham,	having	patiently	waited,	obtained	the	
promise.

Variations	of	this	promise	are	given	to	Abraham	multiple	times	throughout	his	life	
before	Genesis	15:6

•

The	writer	of	Hebrews	states	that	Abraham	patiently	waited	which	demonstrates	
his	belief	or	trust	in	the	Lord.		

•

Once	again	the	writer	of	Genesis	could	have	included	Abram	believed	the	Lord	and	
it	was	credited	to	him	as	righteousness…but	it	is	not	yet	present.

•

Galatians	3:8–9	(ESV)
8 And	the	Scripture,	foreseeing	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles	by	faith,	
preached	the	gospel	beforehand	to	Abraham,	saying,	“In	you	shall	all	the	nations	
be	blessed.” 9 So	then,	those	who	are	of	faith	are	blessed	along	with	Abraham,	the	
man	of	faith.

To	say	this	another	way,	Abraham	believed	the	gospel	when	it	was	presented	
to	him	and	demonstrated	that	he	was	a	man	of	faith.		His	belief	and	
righteousness	are	already	present	before	Genesis	15:6

•

The	statement	in	Genesis	15:6	is	summative	of	Abram's	journey	up	to	this	
point.		He	has	demonstrated	trust-grounded	obedience.		He	has	walked	in	
belief	or	faith	and	was	credited	with	right	standing.		

•

We	tend	to	view	salvation	as	transactional…		Pray	this…	do	this…	and	then	this	
is	what	you	will	get.		However,	Moses	has	described	Abram's	journey	and	
brought	you	to	the	conclusion	that	this	is	what	belief	that	is	credited	as	
righteousness	looks	like.		

•

Let's	look	at	one	more	verse	to	drive	this	point	home:

Romans	4:18-24	(NIV	1984)
18	Against	all	hope,	Abraham	in	hope	believed	and	so	became	the	father	of	
many	nations,	just	as	it	had	been	said	to	him,	“So	shall	your	offspring	be.”	19
Without	weakening	in	his	faith,	he	faced	the	fact	that	his	body	was	as	good	as	
dead—since	he	was	about	a	hundred	years	old—and	that	Sarah’s	womb	was	
also	dead.	20	Yet he	did	not	waver	through	unbelief	regarding	the	promise	of	
God,	but	was	strengthened	in	his	faith and	gave	glory	to	God,	21	being	fully	
persuaded	that	God	had	power	to	do	what	he	had	promised.	22	This	is	why	
“it	was	credited	to	him	as	righteousness.”	23	The	words	“it	was	credited	to	
him”	were	written	not	for	him	alone,	24	but	also	for	us,	to	whom	God	will	
credit	righteousness—for	us	who	believe	in	him who	raised	Jesus	our	Lord	
from	the	dead.

Paul	reminds	us	that	the	words	being	written	are	not	just	for	Abram	but	also	for	
the	readers.	

•

Obviously	Abram	has	had	faith	up	until	this	point,	he	has	demonstrated	belief	and	
was	certainly	credited	with	righteousness	before	this	particular	moment	so	why	
include	it	here	and	now?

•

What	we	just	read	in	Romans	4	links	Abram's	belief	in	God's	power	to	bring	life	
from	the	dead.

•

The	first	time	that	the	concept	of	belief	resulting	in	being	credited	with	
righteousness	appears	in	the	scriptures	is	in	connection	with	bringing	life	from	that	
which	seems	to	be	dead.	

•

Although	in	Genesis	15	Abram	is	likely	85	years	old	and	Paul	mentions	him	as	close	
to	100,	remember	in	Genesis	15	this	is	the	first	time	Abram	is	told	a	son	coming	
from	your	body	will	be	your	heir.		He	holds	onto	this	promise	through	Ishmael	and	
does	not	waver	when	he	is	told	about	Isaac.		His	belief	in	the	words	of	God	
endured	through	the	years	and	was	stronger	than	death.

•

The	inclusion	of	this	phrase	is	what	is	referred	to	as	a	parenthetical	insert.	We	
think	this	slide	from	the	Expositors	Bible	Commentary	sums	it	up	nicely:

Read	the	slide:

(think	how	important	this	would	be	to	establishing	true	righteousness…it	would	
not	come	through	the	bloodline	of	Abraham	regardless	of	how	people	lived,	but	
rather	when	anyone	chose	to	believe	in	the	Word	of	God	they	too	could	be	
credited	with	righteousness	just	like	Abram	the	father	of	the	faith)

Multiple	things	are	being	accomplished	with	the	phrase	"Abram	believed	the	Lord	
and	He	credited	it	to	him	as	righteousness"

Let's	revisit	this	back	and	forth	exchange	between	the	Lord	and	Abram.		Think	
about	how	Abram	is	talking	to	the	Debar	YHWH.		

He	says,	"what	can	you	give	me?"•

He	then	says,	"you	have	given	me	no	children"•

He	seems	to	be	confused	and	even	frustrated	when	he	tells	the	Lord	that	a	
servant	will	be	his	heir.

•

•

We	want	to	put	Abram	in	the	best	light	possible	here	as	he	is	the	forerunner	of	our	
faith,	but	remember	the	Lord	comes	to	him	and	leads	off	with	"Do	not	be	afraid…"	
The	Lord	seems	to	say	this	when	people	are	afraid	:)

•

Abram	then	immediately	responds	back	with	what	his	fears	are•

Even	after	the	Lord	gives	him	the	promise	he	still	says,	"O	sovereign	Lord	how	can	I	
know…"	regarding	the	promised	land

•

This	is	after	Moses	the	writer	points	out	Abram	believed	the	Lord…it	then	records	
Abram	saying	how	can	I	know…?

•

The	Bible	never	shies	away	from	the	failures,	flaws	and	weaknesses	of	righteous	
men.		

Abram's	fears	and	frustrations	don't	discredit	him	from	righteousness,	in	fact	right	
in	the	middle	of	this	discourse,	Moses	inserts	that	Abram	believed	and	was	
credited	with	righteousness.

Abram	even	said,	"how	can	I	know?"	and	Romans	records	him	as	never	wavering	
concerning	the	promise.		Salvation	is	a	journey	and	a	process.	
The	amazing	thing	about	Abram	is	that	in	this	moment,	despite	all	of	his	fears,	
waiting,	and	disappointments,	the	verb	“believed”	in	the	Hebrew	language	makes	
it	very	clear	that	this	was	an	active,	deliberate,	and	conscious	choice	to	believe	and	
trust	in	God's	promises.

Now	is	a	good	time	to	remember	this	verse:

Phil	2:12
Therefore,	my	dear	friends,	as	you	have	always	obeyed—not	only	in	my	presence,	
but	now	much	more	in	my	absence—continue	to	work	out	your	salvation	with	fear	
and	trembling

Abram	is	the	perfect	picture	of	the	man	of	faith	trusting	in	the	Word	of	God,	
credited	with	righteousness,	and	working	out	his	salvation	with	fear	and	trembling.	
His	salvation	was	not	transactional,	neither	is	yours.	It	must	be	grown	over	time,	
stronger	and	stronger	as	we	obey	his	words.

Romans	13:11•

11	And	do	this,	understanding	the	present	time:	The	hour	has	already	come	
for	you	to	wake	up	from	your	slumber,	because	our	salvation	is	nearer	now	
than	when	we	first	believed.

Our	hope	is	that	your	salvation	is	nearer	now	than	when	you	first	
believed.	That	your	obedience	and	faith	is	growing	stronger	and	stronger.

○

Abram's	faith	is	growing	stronger,	but	only	because	he	is	willing	to	obey	
the	Lord	and	trust	in	His	words	even	when	they	seem	impossible.	

○

Proverbs	4:18•

"The	path	of	the	righteous	is	like	the	morning	sun,	shining	ever	brighter	till	
the	full	light	of	day."

Abram	and	his	descendants	are	called	to	shine	like	stars,	and	as	we	obey	
and	trust	in	the	Lord	more,	we	shine	brighter	and	brighter.

○

2	Corinthians	9:10•

"Now	he	who	supplies	seed	to	the	sower	and	bread	for	food	will	also	supply	
and	increase	your	store	of	seed	and	will	enlarge	the	harvest	of	your	
righteousness."

Abram	is	showing	us	the	way	to	continually	sow	seeds	of	faith	along	his	
journey	and	each	of	these	moments	of	trusting	is	producing	an	ever	
increasing	harvest	of	righteousness…

○

•

We	are	about	to	see	God	respond	to	this	righteous	man	who	has	faith	and	also	
fears	and	questions	by	making	a	covenant	with	him.		As	we	continue	forward	pay	
close	attention	to	the	details	surrounding	the	manner	in	which	He	makes	this	
covenant.

•

Saints,	we	are	going	to	read	you	vs.	7-13	because	we	need	to	show	you	something!		
We	will	revisit	this	text	afterwards	so	buckle	up	and	let's	get	into	it!

•

7	He	also	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	LORD,	who	brought	you	out	of	Ur	of	the	
Chaldeans	to	give	you	this	land	to	take	possession	of	it.”

8	But	Abram	said,	“O	Sovereign	LORD,	how	can	I	know	that	I	will	gain	possession	
of	it?”
9	So	the	LORD	said	to	him,	“Bring	me	a	heifer,	a	goat	and	a	ram,	each	three	years	
old,	along	with	a	dove	and	a	young	pigeon.”

10	Abram	brought	all	these	to	him,	cut	them	in	two	and	arranged	the	halves	
opposite	each	other;	the	birds,	however,	he	did	not	cut	in	half.
11	Then	birds	of	prey	came	down	on	the	carcasses,	but	Abram	drove	them	away.

12	As	the	sun	was	setting,	Abram	fell	into	a	deep	sleep,	and	a	thick	and	dreadful	
darkness	came	over	him.
13	Then	the	LORD	said	to	him,	“Know	for	certain	that	your	descendants	will	be	
strangers	in	a	country	not	their	own,	and	they	will	be	enslaved	and	mistreated	
four	hundred	years.

Ok,	saints.	Are	you	all	ready	to	go	on	a	journey	to	find	out	something	we	have	
believed	since	our	childhood	has	been	wrong?	

Ever	since	I	was	in	Sunday	school	I	have	heard	that	the	Israelites	were	enslaved	in	
Egypt	for	400	years.	Who	is	with	me?	

This	is	not	a	very	difficult	to	see	why	we	were	taught	this	since	it	says	clearly	in	
scripture,	like	Exodus	12:40.
Exodus	12:40–41	(ESV)

40	The	time	that	the	people	of	Israel	lived	in	Egypt	was 430	years.	41	At	the	end	of
430	years, on	that	very	day,	all	the	hosts	of	the	LORD	went	out	from	the	land	of	
Egypt.

You	may	be	saying,	"Pastor,	that	seems	pretty	straightforward	and	plain..."	But	
wait...	if	you	do	the	math,	you'll	find	that	this	is	not	mathematically	possible.	

You	see,	Moses	was	80	years	old	when	they	left	Egypt	(Exodus	7:7).	•

His	father	Amram	lived	to	137	(Exodus	6:20).	•

His	father	Kohath	lived	133	(Exodus	6:18)	•

And	Kohath	was	one	of	the	66	persons	who	went	with	Jacob	down	into	Egypt.•

Slide:

Now,	let's	just	stretch	this	out	as	much	as	possible.	Let's	assume	that	Kohath	
was	a	newborn	baby	when	they	arrived	in	Egypt.	Let's	assume	that	Amram	
was	born	in	the	year	that	his	father	died.	And	let's	assume	that	Moses	was	
born	the	year	that	his	father	died.	Adding	all	those	together	would	equal	350.	
Which	means	that	the	amount	of	time	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	could	have	
been	no	longer	than	350	years	maximum.	

•

Now,	more	than	likely,	Kohath	was	probably	not	a	newborn	baby	when	he	
arrived	in	Egypt.	More	than	likely,	Moses	was	not	born	the	year	that	his	father	
died,	and	more	than	likely,	Amram	was	not	born	the	year	that	his	father	died,	
which	means	that	the	amount	of	time	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	would	have	
been	significantly	less	than	350	years.

•

So	why	does	Exodus	12:40	say	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	for	430	years	when	this	
is	not	mathematically	possible?	

The	key	is	found	in	one	of	Paul's	letters	in	Galatians	3:16-17.	•

Paul	Says,

16	Now	the	promises	were	made	to	Abraham	and	to	his	offspring. It	does	not	
say,	“And	to	offsprings,”	referring	to	many,	but	referring	to	one,	“And	to	your	
offspring,”	who	is	Christ.	17	This	is	what	I	mean:	the	law,	which	came	430	years	
afterward,	does	not	annul	a	covenant	previously	ratified	by	God,	so	as	to	make	the	
promise	void.

Basically,	Paul	is	saying	from	the	time	that	Abraham	received	the	promise	to	the	
time	that	Moses	received	the	law,	there	was	430	years.	

Abraham	received	the	promise	when	he	entered	Canaan	when	he	was	75	
years	old.	

•

Then	25	years	later,	when	Abraham	was	100	years	old,	that's	when	Isaac	was	
born.	

•

Then	60	years	later,	when	Isaac	was	60	years	old,	that's	when	Jacob	was	born,	•

Then	130	years	later,	when	Jacob	was	130	years	old,	that's	when	all	of	Israel	
arrived	in	Egypt.	

•

Adding	all	those	together	equals	215,	which	means	that	there	was	215	years	
from	the	time	that	Abraham	entered	Canaan	to	the	time	that	Israel	arrived	in	
Egypt.	

•

So	take	430	years	and	then	subtract	215	years,	and	that	equals	215,	which	
means	that	the	amount	of	time	that	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	was	215	
years.

•

Now,	that	is	mathematically	possible,	because	215	is	significantly	less	than	350.

Now	what	the	Greek	Septuagint	says	in	Exodus	12:40	when	it	includes	Canaan,	
makes	sense.	

Also,	the	Samaritan	Pentateuch	

Flavius	Josephus	is	saying	the	exact	same	thing.

So	why	do	modern	translations	say	that	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	for	430	years,	
when	this	is	not	mathematically	possible?	

The	reason	why	is	because	modern	translations	like	the	New	King	James,	the	
NIV,	the	NASB,	these	are	all	translated	from	the	Hebrew	Masoretic	text,	but	
the	Hebrew	Masoretic	text	is	not	the	original	Hebrew	text.	

•

The	copy	of	the	Masoretic	text	that	most	modern	translations	are	translated	
from	is	called	the	Leningrad	Codex,	which	is	copied	in	the	11th	century	A.D.	

•

But	the	Greek	Septuagint,	the	Samaritan	Pentateuch,	Josephus	and	the	
Apostle	Paul	were	all	about	a	thousand	years	before	that.	Which	means	that	
they	would	not	have	been	translated	from	the	Hebrew	Masoretic,	but	rather	
they	would	have	been	translated	from	a	much	older	copy	of	the	Hebrew	
that's	no	longer	around	today.

•

Now	the	Bible	says,	by	the	mouth	of	2	or	3	witnesses,	every	word	shall	be	
established.	We've	got	more	than	2	or	3	witnesses	here.	We've	got	four	
witnesses,	all	bearing	witness,	that	the	original	Hebrew	text	said	that	the	
Israelites	will	be	in	Egypt	and	Canaan	for	430	years.	

•

So	the	amount	of	time	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	was	only	215	years.	But	the	
years	of	slavery	was	even	less	than	that,	because	the	Israelites	did	not	become	
slaves	until	after	Joseph	and	all	that	generation	died.	

Exodus	1:6–8	(ESV)

6	Then	Joseph	died,	and	all	his	brothers	and	all	that	generation.	7	But	the	people	
of	Israel	were	fruitful	and	increased	greatly;	they	multiplied	and	grew	exceedingly	
strong,	so	that	the	land	was	filled	with	them.	

8	Now	there	arose	a new	king	over	Egypt,	who	did	not	know	Joseph.

Joseph	was	30	years	old	when	he	entered	Pharaoh's	service.	(Genesis	41:46)•

Then	shortly	after	there	were	seven	years	of	abundance	and	then	seven	years	
of	famine.	

•

So	it	would	appear	that	after	the	seven	years	of	abundance,	Joseph	would	
have	been	37	years	old.	

•

Then,	two	years	into	the	famine,	when	he	was	39,	that's	when	all	of	Israel	
arrived	in	Egypt.	

•

So	based	on	the	information	given,	it	appears	as	if	Joseph	was	39	years	old	at	
the	beginning	of	that	215	years.	

•

Then	Joseph	died	at	110.	So	take	110	and	subtract	39,	and	that	equals	71,	
which	means	that	for	71	years	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	under	Joseph's	
rule,	and	they	were	not	slaves	during	those	71	years.	

•

So	take	the	215	years	that	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt.	Subtract	the	71	years	
that	Joseph	was	in	power	and	that	equals	144,	which	means	that	the	Israelites	
were	not	slaves	for	any	longer	than	144	years	maximum.	

•

Moses	was	80	years	old	when	they	left	Egypt,	and	they	were	already	in	
slavery	when	Moses	was	born,	which	means	that	they	could	not	have	been	
slaves	for	any	less	than	80	years	minimum.	

•

So	when	we	take	the	215	years	that	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt.	Subtract	the	
71	years	that	Joseph	was	in	power.	Subtract	the	80	years	of	Moses's	life,	and	
that	equals	64,	which	means	that	there	were	64	years	in	between	Joseph's	
death	and	Moses's	birth.	

•

The	Israelites	became	slaves	sometime	after	Joseph	died,	and	sometime	
before	Moses	was	born,	sometime	within	that	64	year	time	period.	

•

Now,	let's	just	assume	that	the	Israelites	became	slaves	at	exactly	the	
midpoint	in	between	Joseph's	death	and	Moses's	birth.	That	would	be	32	
years	after	Joseph	died	and	32	years	before	Moses	was	born.	

•

This	means	that	the	Israelites	were	definitely	not	slaves	for	400	years,	but	that	
the	Israelites	were	slaves	for	112	years,	give	or	take	32	years.	

•

WHEW!	Crazy	right?!	So	if	we	look	back	at	our	text	in	Genesis	15:13,	doesn't	it	say	
that	they'll	be	enslaved	400	years?	No	it	doesn't.	

Let's	look	at	it	again...	

13	Then	the	LORD	said	to	him,	“Know	for	certain	that	your	descendants	will	be	
strangers	in	a	country	not	their	own,	and	they	will	be	enslaved	and	mistreated	
four	hundred	years.

You	see,	Genesis	15	does	not	say	the	Israelites	will	be	enslaved	in	Egypt	for	
400	years.	

•

It	says	Abraham's	seed	will	be	enslaved	and	mistreated	in	a	land	not	their	own	
for	400	years.	

•

Both	Canaan	AND	Egypt	were	a	land	not	their	own.	•

Isaac	was	mistreated	in	Canaan.	Genesis	says	that	Ishmael,	the	son	of	Hagar,	
was	scoffing	at	Isaac.	(Genesis	21:9)

•

Paul	says	in	Galatians	that	the	son	who	was	born	according	to	the	flesh,	who	
was	Ishmael,	persecuted,	the	son	who	was	born	according	to	the	spirit,	who	
was	Isaac.	(Galatians	4:29)

•

So	Isaac	and	his	descendants,	Abraham's	seed,	were	persecuted	or	mistreated	
in	Canaan	and	Egypt,	both	lands	were	not	their	own	during	those	times.	

•

The	main	reason	that	causes	people	to	believe	that	the	Israelites	were	in	
Egypt	for	430	years	is	the	Masoretic	text	has	dropped	the	phrase	"and	
Canaan"	out	of	the	text.	But	the	truth	is,	they	were	in	Egypt	for	only	half	that	
time,	for	215	years.	

•

According	to	the	documentary	Patterns	of	Evidence,	The	Exodus.	The	
Israelites	arrival	in	Egypt	was	around	1665	BC,	and	the	Exodus	took	place	at	
about	1450	BC.	

•

This	means	that	the	Israelites	were	in	Egypt	for	215	years.	This	is	the	only	
thing	that	the	archeological	evidence	supports.	

•

The	evidence	does	not	support	430	years	in	Egypt.	This	is	the	reason	why	it's	
important	to	understand	biblical	history	correctly	first,	in	order	to	correctly	
understand	how	it	correlates	with	Egyptian	history	and	archeology.

•

You	should	not	walk	away	from	this	study	with	less	trust	in	your	Bible,	(by	the	
way	most	of	your	translations	should	have	a	footnote	leading	you	on	the	trail	
we	just	took	you	on	anyway)	but	actually	more	trust.		Remember	anywhere	
there	seems	to	be	a	discrepancy	or	an	inconsistency	it	is	simply	an	invitation	
for	further	study.		God	and	His	Word	prove	true	100%	of	the	time.

•

Before	we	move	into	our	next	section,	let's	go	back	to	verse	8	and	read	through	to	
refresh	ourselves	on	what's	about	to	happen.

8	But	Abram	said,	“O	Sovereign	LORD,	how	can	I	know	that	I	will	gain	possession	
of	it?”
9	So	the	LORD	said	to	him,	“Bring	me	a	heifer,	a	goat	and	a	ram,	each	three	years	
old,	along	with	a	dove	and	a	young	pigeon.”

10	Abram	brought	all	these	to	him,	cut	them	in	two	and	arranged	the	halves	
opposite	each	other;	the	birds,	however,	he	did	not	cut	in	half.
11	Then	birds	of	prey	came	down	on	the	carcasses,	but	Abram	drove	them	away.

We	want	to	pause	right	here	and	introduce	you	to	the	concept	of	cutting	a	
covenant.	The	Hebrew	phrase	for	this	is	Karat	Berit	(Kuh-Rot	Buh-reet)
During	Abram's	day	covenants	or	agreements	between	two	parties	could	and	
would	most	often	be	ratified	using	animals	that	were	cut	in	two	and	arranged	with	
a	path	in	between.		The	two	parties	would	then	pass	by	each	other	back	and	forth	
between	the	animals	with	the	understanding	each	party	was	saying	"if	I	break	the	
terms	of	this	covenant	may	I	be	like	these	animals".

•

So	something	had	to	die,	blood	had	to	be	shed,	and	the	parties	pass	in	between	so	
that	covenant	could	be	made.

•

In	the	book	of	Jeremiah	we	get	to	watch	the	people	of	Judah	enact	such	an	
agreement.		They	are	in	a	situation	where	they	"cut	a	covenant",	in	this	case	they	
promised	to	set	their	slaves	free	as	prescribed	by	the	law.		They	initially	fulfilled	
their	obligation,	but	then	went	back	on	their	word.		We	will	pick	up	in	the	text	
where	God	himself	is	speaking	to	them	about	the	consequences	coming	their	way.

Jeremiah	34:17-20

17 “Therefore,	thus	says	the	LORD:	You	have	not	obeyed	me	by	proclaiming	
liberty,	every	one	to	his	brother	and	to	his	neighbor;	behold,	I	proclaim	to	you	
liberty	to	the	sword,	to	pestilence,	and	to	famine,	declares	the	LORD.	I	will	make	
you	a	horror	to	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	earth.	18 And	the	men	who	transgressed	
my	covenant	and	did	not	keep	the	terms	of	the	covenant	that	they	made	before	
me,	I	will	make	them	like	the	calf	that	they	cut	in	two	and	passed	between	its	
parts— 19 the	officials	of	Judah,	the	officials	of	Jerusalem,	the	eunuchs,	the	
priests,	and	all	the	people	of	the	land	who	passed	between	the	parts	of	the	calf.	
20 And	I	will	give	them	into	the	hand	of	their	enemies	and	into	the	hand	of	those	
who	seek	their	lives.	Their	dead	bodies	shall	be	food	for	the	birds	of	the	air	and	the	
beasts	of	the	earth.	

This	story	occurs	nearly	1300	years	after	the	story	of	Abram.		The	people	of	Judah	
are	still	utilizing	this	method	of	cutting	a	covenant.	They	cut	the	calf	in	two	and	
passed	between	its	parts.	

•

Then,	because	they	broke	the	covenant	the	Lord	Himself	said	He	would	make	them	
like	the	calf	they	cut.		This	is	consistent	with	what	we	see	the	Lord	enacting	with	
Abram.

•

This	also	shows	how	seriously	God	takes	these	covenants.		•

Notice	also	how	the	dead	bodies	would	be	food	for	the	birds	of	the	air	(implying,	
birds	of	prey)

•

Returning	to	the	story	of	Abram.		Consider	the	"genesis"	of	this	event.		Abram	
asked	"O	sovereign	Lord,	how	can	I	know	that	I	will	gain	possession	of	it	(the	
land)?"

This	entire	event,	while	it	is	doing	more	than	just	answering	Abram's	question	is	
preceded	by	it	and	should	be	seen	as	God's	answer	and	more.

Abram	fulfills	two	major	roles	in	this	story:

He	makes	the	sacrifice	and	divides	the	animals	with	a	path	in	between	their	halves.•

He	drives	away	the	birds	of	prey	that	come	to	consume	the	sacrifice.•

These	two	details	will	prove	to	be	very	significant.

This	is	the	first	major	occurrence	of	God	using	a	culturally	accepted	practice	to	
engage	with	Abram,	He	will	do	this	again…each	time	to	communicate	a	very	
specific	message.		Let’s	keep	moving	forward	to	get	the	rest	of	the	context.

12	As	the	sun	was	setting,	Abram	fell	into	a	deep	sleep,	and	a	thick	and	dreadful	
darkness	came	over	him.

Focus	for	a	moment	on	the	contrast	between	Abram	sacrificing	a	heifer,	a	goat,	a	
ram,	a	pigeon	and	a	dove,	arranging	their	bodies,	driving	away	birds	of	prey	from	
the	sacrifices	being	offered,	And	now	falling	into	a	deep	sleep.

At	the	beginning	of	this	covenant	Abram	is	an	active	participant.	

His	first	two	actions	look	a	lot	like	man's	role	in	the	plan	of	God,	bringing	
acceptable	sacrifices	and	fighting	away	the	powers	of	the	air	that	come	to	
spoil	the	sacrifice.	

•

But	these	are	only	leading	up	to	carrying	out	the	covenant,	once	Abram	is	
asleep,	God	will	do	something	that	is	beyond	what	man	has	ever	seen.	

•

•

Once	Abram	falls	into	a	deep	sleep	he	is	not	actively	involved	anymore,	he	is	a	
passive	recipient.

•

This	is	the	same	kind	of	deep	sleep	that	Adam	was	put	into	while	God	took	and	
created	Eve	from	his	side.		

•

13	Then	the	LORD	said	to	him,	“Know	for	certain	that	your	descendants	will	be	
strangers	in	a	country	not	their	own,	and	they	will	be	enslaved	and	mistreated	
four	hundred	years.

The	very	first	words	associated	with	the	covenant	between	God	and	Abram	that	is	
enacted	here	are	your	descendants	will	be	enslaved	and	mistreated	for	four	
hundred	years	in	a	country	not	their	own.	

While	hearing	that	the	next	several	generations	of	your	offspring	would	be	
wandering	aliens	mistreated	and	abused	does	not	seem	like	it	would	initially	be	
comforting,	knowing	that	the	Lord	knows	exactly	what's	going	to	happen	would	
be.

•

Isaiah	46:9-10	(NIV)
"Remember	the	former	things,	those	of	long	ago;	I	am	God,	and	there	is	no	
other;	I	am	God,	and	there	is	none	like	me.	I	make	known	the	end	from	the	
beginning,	from	ancient	times,	what	is	still	to	come.	I	say,	‘My	purpose	will	
stand,	and	I	will	do	all	that	I	please.’"

14	But	I	will	punish	the	nation	they	serve	as	slaves,	and	afterward	they	will	come	
out	with	great	possessions.

After	hearing	this,	Abram	would	now	know	that	his	descendants	would	wander	as	
he	did,	that	they	would	go	into	a	foreign	nation	as	he	did,	but	that	they	too	would	
come	out	alive	and	with	great	possessions	just	as	he	did.		Surely	the	father	himself	
would	be	comforted	knowing	that	God	would	lead	his	children	just	as	he	has	been	
led.

15	You,	however,	will	go	to	your	fathers	in	peace	and	be	buried	at	a	good	old	
age.

God	is	pouring	information	out	about	Abram's	future.		He	reassures	him	about	the	
years	to	come	and	that	his	life	will	finish	in	peace.

•

16	In	the	fourth	generation	your	descendants	will	come	back	here,	for	the	sin	of	
the	Amorites	has	not	yet	reached	its	full	measure.”

We	have	covered	a	great	deal	of	material	tonight	and	we	will	be	closing	soon,	but	
before	we	do,	there	are	a	few	more	important	pieces	to	consider.

•

God	is	giving	centuries	of	his	plan	for	Abram's	descendants	in	this	moment.	Some	
of	what	is	being	prophesied	and	promised	will	take	place	100's	of	years	later	in	the	
days	of	Joshua!

•

In	verse	16,	God	gives	an	interesting	detail	in	correlation	with	Abram's	
descendants	return	to	the	land	promised	led	my	Moses	and	Joshua	– let's	read	it	
again	- 16	In	the	fourth	generation	your	descendants	will	come	back	here,	for	the	
sin	of	the	Amorites	has	not	yet	reached	its	full	measure.”

•

The	Lord	tells	Abram	first,	that	the	Amorites	will	still	be	in	the	land	in	4	
generations.	Abram	knows	that	he	himself	will	not	see	the	fulfillment	of	all	God	
has	promised.	And	not	only	that,	they	will	not	be	expelled,	and	his	descendants	
cannot	fully	take	the	land	until	the	Amorites	sin	has	reached	it	full	measure.

•

There	is	much	we	could	discuss	about	the	Amorites	and	their	battle	with	Israel	and	
the	depth	of	their	sin,	but	perhaps	the	most	helpful	source	for	what	this	statement	
means	can	be	found	in	D'varim.

Deuteronomy	9:5
5	Not	because	of	your	righteousness	or	the	uprightness	of	your	heart	are	
you	going	in	to	possess	their	land,	but	because	of	the	wickedness	of	
these	nations	the	Lord	your	God	is	driving	them	out	from	before	you,	
and	that	he	may	confirm	the	word	that	the	Lord	swore	to	your	fathers,	to	
Abraham,	to	Isaac,	and	to	Jacob.

▪

○

•

Moses	is	speaking	to	all	of	Israel	and	reminding	them,	it	is	not	because	you	are	
righteous	that	you	will	inherit	the	land	sworn	to	our	fathers,	no	it	is	because	there	
is	wickedness	that	must	be	driven	out!

•

this	idea	of	their	sin	reaching	its	"full	measure"	is	fascinating.	This	language	is	
repeated	concerning	enemy	kingdoms	(Daniel	8:23),	Gentiles	(1	Thess	2:16),	and	
even	the	Scribes	and	Pharisees	(Matthew	23:32).

•

Even	the	most	wicked	of	nations	are	shown	mercy	NOW	but	ultimately	will	be	
destroyed	to	fulfill	his	plan	for	Israel.	God	could	have	removed	them	himself,	he	
could	have	empowered	Abram	to	do	it,	they	just	had	a	mighty	victory.	But	God	is	
not	in	a	hurry	like	man	usually	is.	He	patiently	waits	in	many	cases,	for	nations	to	
go	from	bad	to	worse	and	heap	on	themselves	more	and	more	sin	to	finally	result	
in	their	demise.	This	shows	the	perfect	justice	of	our	God.

•

Furthermore,	we	believe	we	are	seeing	this	foreshadowing	in	Genesis	15	come	to	
fruition	in	Numbers 14:6-9

6	And	Joshua	the	son	of	Nun	and	Caleb	the	son	of	Jephunneh,	who	were	
among	those	who	had	spied	out	the	land,	tore	their	clothes	7	and	said	to	all	
the	congregation	of	the	people	of	Israel,	“The	land,	which	we	passed	through	
to	spy	it	out,	is	an	exceedingly	good	land.	8	If	the	Lord	delights	in	us,	he	will	
bring	us	into	this	land	and	give	it	to	us,	a	land	that	flows	with	milk	and	honey.	
9	Only	do	not	rebel	against	the	Lord.	And	do	not	fear	the	people	of	the	land,	
for	they	are	bread	for	us.	Their	protection	is	removed	from	them,	and	the	
Lord	is	with	us;	do	not	fear	them.”

○

•

Abram	is	told	there	will	come	a	day	when	the	Amorites	sin	will	reach	a	full	
measure,	and	then	they	can	be	removed	from	the	land.	

•

Now,	a	few	hundred	years	later,	Joshua	and	Caleb	are	explaining	in	faith	that	they	
are	able	to	take	their	enemies	and	defeat	them,	because	their	"protection	is	
removed"	or	literally	"their	shadow	is	removed".

•

Remember	how	the	70	nations	were	given	to	the	number	of	the	sons	of	God?	
Well,	it	is	as	if	the	protection	or	shadow	of	the	god	over	this	nation	has	been	
removed,	its	full	measure	of	sin	is	reached	and	now	God's	people	are	poised	to	
destroy	them	and	cast	them	from	the	land.

•

We	will	not	delve	into	a	word	study	on	Shadow	(tsel),	but	consider	this	passage	
before	we	move	on	concerning	the	protection	of	God's	people.

Psalm	91:1-2

whoever	dwells	in	the	shelter	of	the	Most	High	will	rest	in	the	shadow	of	
the	Almighty.	2I	will	say	of	the	Lord,	“He	is	my	refuge	and	my	fortress,	my	
God,	in	whom	I	trust.”

▪

○

•

17	When	the	sun	had	set	and	darkness	had	fallen,	a	smoking	firepot	with	a	
blazing	torch	appeared	and	passed	between	the	pieces.

•

This	is	where	the	surprise	would	be	for	the	reader.		The	original	audience	would	
have	been	familiar	with	the	practice	of	cutting	a	covenant	as	it	was	common	in	
their	culture.	

•

Instead	of	having	Abram	pass	through	binding	himself	to	the	consequences	of	
breaking	a	covenant,	God	put	Abram	into	a	deep	sleep.	

•

The	significance	of	this	cannot	be	overstated.		God	is	using	an	accepted	cultural	
practice	whereby	a	covenant	is	made	that	would	hinge	on	man's	ability	to	keep	his	
word	under	threat	of	death.		Now	God	Himself	puts	man	to	sleep	and	makes	a	
unilateral	unconditional	covenant	with	Abram	binding	Himself	to	penalty	of	death	
if	He	should	break	the	covenant	with	Abram.

•

In	light	of	this	consider:
2	Timothy	1:9	(NIV)

"He	has	saved	us	and	called	us	to	a	holy	life—not	because	of	anything	we	
have	done	but	because	of	his	own	purpose	and	grace.	This	grace	was	given	us	
in	Christ	Jesus	before	the	beginning	of	time."

God	called	Abram	and	you	not	because	of	anything	you	had	done,	but	
because	of	His	own	purpose	and	grace

•

This	should	comfort	you	not	because	you	are	out	of	control,	but	because	He	is	
in	control.		If	He	began	a	good	work	in	you,	He	can	see	it	through	to	
completion,	He	ordains	these	kinds	of	things	before	time	began.

•

Mark	4:26-29	(NIV)
"He	also	said,	'This	is	what	the	kingdom	of	God	is	like.	A	man	scatters	seed	on	
the	ground.	Night	and	day,	whether	he	sleeps	or	gets	up,	the	seed	sprouts	
and	grows,	though	he	does	not	know	how.	All	by	itself	the	soil	produces	
grain—first	the	stalk,	then	the	head,	then	the	full	kernel	in	the	head.	As	soon	
as	the	grain	is	ripe,	he	puts	the	sickle	to	it,	because	the	harvest	has	come.'"

Imagine	the	covenant	that	will	change	the	world	unfolding	while	you	are	
asleep.		Well,	it	is	very	similar	to	how	the	seed	a	farmer	plants	grows	and	
produces	even	while	he	sleeps.

•

The	imagery	of	Abram	being	asleep	shows	two	things:
The	fulfillment	of	these	promises	does	not	depend	on	man's	effort	but	
God's	desire

○

And,	the	promises	that	God	has	given	and	is	giving	to	Abram	are	going	to	
be	fulfilled	after	his	life	is	over	and	he	sleeps	the	sleep	of	death	until	the	
resurrection	comes.

○

•

God's	plan	is	much	bigger	than	what	Abram	can	fathom,	and	the	truth	is	that's	still	
true	with	you	and	I	today.		Granted	we	are	aware	of	more	than	he	was	in	many	
ways	but	it	is	worth	remembering:	

Isaiah	41:4	(NIV)
"Who	has	done	this	and	carried	it	through,	calling	forth	the	generations	from	
the	beginning?	I,	the	Lord—with	the	first	of	them	and	with	the	last—I	am	he."

YHWH's	plan	is	unfolding	before	Abram,	but	the	truth	is	He	is	just	getting	started.		
Heck,	his	name	is	still	Abram	:)

Through	this	interaction	the	Lord	further	distinguishes	Himself	in	Abram's	eyes	and	
shows	that	He	does	not	need	any	man's	help	to	do	as	He	pleases,	but	He	does	
want	to	do	it	together	with	man.

This	should	be	an	encouragement	to	you	and	men,	God	does	not	need	you,	but	He	
does	want	you.

18	On	that	day	the	LORD	made	a	covenant	with	Abram	and	said,	“To	your	
descendants	I	give	this	land,	from	the	river	of	Egypt	to	the	great	river,	the	
Euphrates—
19	the	land	of	the	Kenites,	Kenizzites,	Kadmonites,
20	Hittites,	Perizzites,	Rephaites,
21	Amorites,	Canaanites,	Girgashites	and	Jebusites.”

These	are	the	words	of	God's	covenant	with	Abram.	The	words	he	recited	as	
he	passed	between	the	sacrifice	as	Abram	slept.

•

This	covenant	not	only	deals	with	the	man	Abram,	but	also	the	land	that	is	
promised	to	them,	and	the	plan	to	defeat	all	their	enemies	to	receive	all	God	
has	promised	for	them.	

•

In	this,	lies	also	the	complete	land	grant	that	God	has	given	to	Israel,	the	land	
that	is	rightfully	theirs	according	to	the	creator	of	the	world.

•

(SLIDE)

This	image	is	the	land	currently	given	to	the	descendants	of	Abram,	Israel.	
This	land	was	given	to	them	on	May	14,	1948.	Ever	since,	the	nation's	
surrounding	them	have	been	attacking	and	provoking	God's	people	to	try	and	
drive	them	out	of	the	land	that	is	rightfully	theirs,	the	land	God	swore	by	
himself	he	would	give	Abram's	descendants.	The	enemy	has	not	prevailed.

•

(SLIDE)

What	you	see	in	this	slide	is	the	land	at	Israel's	height	during	Solomon's	reign.	
The	united	Kingdoms	were	conquering	land	never	conquered,	and	obtaining	
more	of	the	promise	than	ever	before.	

•

The	division	that	could	come	ultimately	brought	exile	and	land	was	was	
conquered	was	lost.

•

(SLIDE)

This	is	the	land	God	promised	Abram.	From	the river	of	Egypt	(Nile)	to	the	
great	river	Euphrates,	this	is	the	land	God	swore	by	himself,	in	the	night	
passing	through	the	blood,	declaring	that	this	land	will	be	his	peoples,	and	he	
himself	will	give	it	to	them.	

•

As	you	can	tell,	Israel	has	never	obtained	the	full	promised	land	spoken	by	
God	in	Genesis	15.	To	this	day,	Israel	remains	surrounded	by	its	enemies,	
awaiting	the	day	that	their	God	will	fulfill	his	promise	to	give	them	this	land.

•
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