
Good	evening,	TAC

You	may	not	have	realized	this	yet,	but	tonight	marks	
an	epic	achievement	for	this	church.		We	are	in	our	
10th	session	on	the	book	of	Genesis.		This	means	that	
we	have	covered	2,000	years	of	Biblical	history	in	our	
previous	9	sessions!		That	is	an	extraordinary	
accomplishment	by	any	standard	of	measurement.		

We	hope	you	have	been	blessed	by	watching	Adonai	
bring	order	out	of	chaos	in	the	pre-history	picture	
that	precedes	and	anticipates	the	family	that	is	the	
solution	and	central	story	of	the	Bible.	Up	to	this	
point	the	author	has	been	laying	a	foundation	to	
bring	us	to	Genesis	12	and	the	establishment	of	
Abraham.

When	we	embarked	on	this	study	together	we	
forecasted	sections	of	Genesis	for	you	to	help	you	
organize	the	information	that	you	were	receiving.		
Genesis	1-11	all	pointed	you	to	this	moment	in	our	
studies	together.		So	far	you	have	seen	every	session	
begin	with	this	slide:

This	was	intentional	to	help	you	come	to	the	
conclusion	that	the	first	11	chapters	of	your	Bible	
serve	to	point	you	towards	the	establishment	of	
the	family	that	would	become	Israel.		Remember	
Genesis	(and	the	rest	of	the	Bible)	is	largely	their	
story	that	you	have	come	to	be	included	in.

•

The	first	11	chapters	of	Genesis	gives	you	the	
details	of	two	worldwide	rebellions	and	the	
background	of	the	nations	as	well	as	the	
circumstances	that	existed	prior	to	God	forming	
His	chosen	people.	Now,	the	next	38	chapters	
will	tell	the	story	of	how	the	family	begins	by	
forsaking	all for	the	promise	of	God	and	then	
comes	to	dwell	in	Egypt.		This	evening	our	title	
slide	will	change	to	this	one:

•

Don't	misunderstand	us,	the	story	has	not	
changed	in	anyway.		The	story	is	still	about	the	
establishment	of	the	family	of	faith	but	we	have	
entered	into	how	the	nation	is	going	to	be	
conceived	by	God.		The	method	will	begin	with	
the	Word	of	God	that	always	brings	chaos	into	
order	and	then	the	Word	of	God	will	demand	
that	the	progenitor	of	the	nation	forsake	all	for	
the	promise	of	God.		

•

Tonight	will	be	foundational.	We	will	see,	
displayed	in	the	text,	the	true	elements	of	a	faith	
walk.		We	come	to	understand	what	it	actually	
means	to	be	of	the	faith	of	Abraham.		We	will	
learn	about	the	requirements	of	friendship	with	
God	as	well	as	the	benefits.		We	will	begin	to	
acquaint	ourselves	with	prophetic	patterns…	and	
we	will	even	learn	from	the	geography	of	the	
land	as	we	examine	Abram's	first	altar	and	the	
site	of	the	first	man	hung	on	a	tree	in	the	Biblical	
record.

•

Are	you	guys	excited	to	get	started?

Let's	review	a	view	slides	to	prepare	ourselves	for	the	
text	that	we	are	going	to	encounter.

For	a	myriad	of	reasons,	most	readers	miss	the	
fact	that	the	first	2,000	years	of	Biblical	history	
covered	in	Gen	1-11	include	2	entire	chapters	on	
genealogies.		This	is	exactly	twice	as	many	
chapters	as	are	dedicated	to	how	the	Cosmos	
came	into	being	(in	Genesis	1).		The	reason	for	
this	is	that	the	Bible	is	a	family	story.		It	is	the	
story	of	Israel	and	for	that	reason	we	say	that	
the	Bible	is	both	Israel	centric	and	Israel	
dependent.

•

When	you	are	looking	at	this	slide,	you	are	
seeing	a	visual	depiction	of	the	funneling	process	
that	revealed	the	Jewish	Messiah	and	His	
eventual	Union	with	Israel	and	the	mysteriously	
grafted-in	remnant	of	believing	Gentiles.		Every	
significantly	redemptive	figure	was	Jewish	
because	Israel	is	the	one	nation	on	earth	that	
God	chose	for	Himself.		Tonight	you	will	
encounter	the	redemptive	plan	of	God	to	bless	
every	nation	on	earth	through	Israel.

•

You	may	remember	this	slide	from	our	last	session:

There	are	exactly	70	nations	that	came	from	the	
sons	of	Noah.		Those	seventy	nations	found	
themselves	in	open	rebellion	to	Adonai	at	the	
tower	of	Babel.		The	tower	of	Babel	story	is	
preceded	by	the	introduction	of	an	enigmatic	
and	controversial	figure	named	Nimrod.		Perhaps	
you	will	remember	this	slide	summarizing	a	few	
things	that	can	be	gleaned	from	the	text	itself	
concerning	Nimrod:

•

(read	the	slide)

Nimrod	appears	in	the	middle	of	the	Table	of	
Nations	as	the	central	figure	that	precedes	the	
Tower	of	Babel	story.		The	story	then	goes	on	to	
tell	an	abbreviated	account	of	the	2nd	
worldwide	rebellion	in	humanity	and	it	is	set	in	
intentional	parallel	with	many	of	the	elements	
from	Genesis	6.		This	is	because	Babel	is	a	
symbol	of	the	nations	confusion.		They	want	to	
access	the	heavens	but	they	only	want	to	do	it	
on	their	own	terms.		They	want	their	own	names	
to	be	great	but	that	greatness	is	not	set	in	the	
light	of	Adonai's	greatness.		You	may	remember	
this	slide	regarding	the	origins	of	Babel	and	
Babylon:

•

(read	the	slide)

Tonight,	you	will	see	the	right	way	to	access	the	
heavens	and	the	manner,	in	which,	God	makes	a	
man's	name	great.		These	chapters	are	set	next	
to	each	other	precisely	so	that	the	reader	would	
be	able	to	contrast	them	with	one	another.

•

Another,	provocative	detail	is	the	concept	that	
Adonai	temporarily	disowned	the	70	nations	at	
this	point	in	history	and	revealed	His	desire	to	
call	a	new	nation	into	existence.		You	may	
remember	this	slide:

•

(read	the	slide)

The	idea	presented	is	that	Adonai	had	a	council	
of	70	celestial	beings	and	that	at	the	Tower	of	
Babel	he	put	the	rebellious	70	nations	under	the	
dominion	of	70	angelic	powers.		Psalm	82	and	
many	others,	would	then	suggest	that	Adonai	
was	displeased	with	the	leading	of	these	70	
powers	over	the	nations	and	indicted	them	for	
mismanagement.	

•

These	concepts	and	ideas	are	likely	behind	the	
worldview	of	the	Patriarchs	and	major	Biblical	
figures.		Perhaps,	one	of	the	most	interesting	
notes	on	the	subject	comes	from	Moses'	
discourse	in	Deuteronomy	32:

•

(read	the	slide)

This	text	seems	to	indicate	that	only	ONE	nation	
on	earth	is	the	Lord's	spoil	of	war	and	
inheritance	by	His	Will	alone.		However,	the	rest	
of	the	Bible,	also	reveals	that	Adonai	always	had	
a	plan	to	take	these	nations	back	for	His	own	
glory.		Here	is	a	reminder	of	just	two	of	the	ways	
this	was	forecasted	by	God	through	His	people	
Israel.

•

The	first	is	through	the	7th	feast	held	in	the	7th	
month.		On	its	7th	day,	something	special	was	
accomplished.		Of	course,	we	are	talking	about	the	
feast	of	Sukkot:

Adonai's	working	with	Israel	always	contained	
significant	elements	of	Him	forecasting	the	
redemption	of	every	nation	on	earth	once	the	
redemption	of	Israel	is	accomplished.		The	6th	
feast	concerns	the	atonement	of	Israel	and	the	
7th	feast	features	Israel	making	redemptive	
sacrifices	for	every	nation	in	the	world.

•

Let's	look	at	another	one	of	the	ways	that	Adonai	
forecasted	the	retaking	of	the	Nations	through	Israel:

In	Babel,	God	dispersed	the	nations○

In	Pentecost,	God	gathered	the	Israelites	
and	sent	them	to	the	nations

○

In	Babel,	God	confused	the	languages	of	the	
nations

○

In	Pentecost,	God	supernaturally	enabled	
Israelites	to	understand	the	languages	
brought	from	the	nations

○

In	Babel,	the	people	were	trying	to	access	
the	Heavens	in	unauthorized	ways

○

In	Pentecost,	the	people	were	accessed	by	
the	Heavens	in	authorized	supernatural	
ways.

○

In	Babel,	the	Tower	lifted	up	to	the	heavens	
was	a	symbol	of	rebellion

○

In	Jesus,	the	Man-God	lifted	up	to	the	
heavens	is	the	stairway	to	Heaven	and	the	
gateway	of	God	for	all	men	to	be	saved.

○

As	we	move	into	Genesis	12,	we	want	to	do	two	more	
things…		The	first	is	refresh	your	memory	on	the	
Biblical	view	of	the	World	geographically.		And	the	
second	is	point	back	to	our	genealogical	studies.

Most	of	the	time	when	the	text	speaks	of	the	
world…	this	is	the	view	that	is	in	mind.		Notice	
that	the	red	box	denoting	"Canaan"	is	in	the	
center	of	this	world	view	just	as	Ezekiel	5:5	
indicates.		Israel	is	in	the	center	of	the	nations!		
This	is	exciting	because	our	chapter	tonight	will	
begin	with	the	calling	of	Abram	from	Ur	to	the	
land	of	Canaan	and	Abram	is	the	progenitor	of	
Israel.

•

Now,	let's	take	a	look	at	our	genealogy	in	Genesis	5	
one	more	time	because	we	have	a	similar	blessing	for	
you	tonight	in	Genesis	11	and	12.

Since	this	is	the	third	time	you	are	seeing	this,	
you	probably	remember	that	genealogies	serve	
an	important	function.		They	allow	you	to	trace	
the	descent	of	men	that	lead	up	to	the	formation	
of	the	Nation	that	God	brought	into	existence	for	
the	redemption	of	all	nations.		Moreover,	you	
remember	that	these	names	of	men	through	10	
generations	also	hint	at	a	much	larger	story	
being	told	in	the	same	text

•

(Read	the	slide)

In	fairness,	we	have	known	about	this	particular	
facet	of	the	genealogy	in	Genesis	5	for	many	
years.		Yesterday,	we	became	curious	to	see	if	
the	next	10	generations	of	Shem's	descendants	
had	similar	features.

•

So	we	engaged	in	Holy	Ghost	Cryptoanalysis…		I	
am	just	joking,	we	got	out	every	Bible	Dictionary	
that	we	own	collectively	and	looked	up	the	
names	of	Shem's	descendants	in	the	order	that	
they	appear	in	the	text	of	Genesis	11:10-32.		
These	are	our	findings:

•

We	want	to	acknowledge	that	some	of	these	
things	are	subjective.		However,	all	we	did	was	
take	the	definitions	from	our	favorite	Bible	
Dictionaries	and	plug	them	into	a	table.		When	a	
dictionary	didn't	provide	a	definition	we	moved	
to	the	next	dictionary.		When	two	dictionaries	
disagreed,	we	chose	the	definition	that	the	
majority	of	dictionaries	contained.		

•

We	are	not	deriving	any	particular	doctrinal	
emphasis	from	this	but	it	is	hard	to	ignore	that	
our	findings	seem	significantly	related	to	the	
larger	story	being	told	in	the	transition	from	the	
tower	of	Babel	to	the	Father	of	the	Jewish	
people.		

•

Perhaps	the	names	could	be	understood	like	this:

(read	slide)

When	we	saw	this	it	was	not	hard	to	envision	
"the	word	of	God"	who	is	not	named	standing	
next	to	the	Father.

He	is	the	one	who	heals®
He	is	the	one	who	prays,	
petitions,	or	intercedes

®

He	was	there	watching	the	
division	in	mankind

®

He	is	the	friend	and	the	
shepherd

®

He	is	the	branch®
He	is	snorting	(an	expression	
of	eagerness)

®

He	is	the	one	who	breathed	
upon	Abram	whose	name	
means	the	exalted	father.

®

•

Look,	we	admit	that	we	are	in	a	crazy	minority	that	
finds	every	level	of	the	Text	compelling	even	in	
mystical	ways.		This	is	because	after	decades	of	
investigation	our	view	of	the	integrated	design	in	the	
text	has	only	become	more	profound.		We	hope	
these	things	bless	you	but	if	you	find	them	to	
nuanced	or	abstract…	that's	OK,	we	are	also	going	to	
read	every	Word	of	the	chapter	and	expound	on	it.		
Our	point	is	that	we	are	trying	to	include	something	
that	blesses	everyone	because	we	have	been	
profoundly	blessed	by	engaging	with	the	text.

Let's	pray

Now	let's	read	Genesis	11:27	through	the	end	of	12

Genesis	11:27–32	(NIVUK84)

27 This	is	the	account	of	Terah.

Terah	became	the	father	of	Abram,	Nahor	and	Haran.	
And	Haran	became	the	father	of	Lot.	

We	realize	that	we	have	only	read	one	verse.		
However,	it	is	important	to	visualize	the	family	
tree	that	the	text	of	Genesis	is	going	to	reveal.		
Remember,	the	original	audience	was	already	
aware	of	this…	In	fact,	the	names	being	
discussed	are	their	ancestors.		But	for	us,	these	
names	and	places	are	somewhat	foreign	and	
difficult	to	keep	straight.

•

So	we	are	going	to	give	you	an	overview	of	the	
complex	relationships	in	Terah's	Family:

•

We	do	not	know	Terah's	wife's	name	and	the	
text	will	go	on	to	suggest	that	he	had	more	than	
one	wife.		We	do	know	that	Terah	had	three	
sons	named:	Abram,	Nahor,	and	Haran.		We	also	
know	that	Terah	had	a	daughter	named	Sarai.		
Genesis	20:13	tells	us	that	Sarai	and	Abraham	
shared	a	father	but	had	different	mothers.

•

Just	to	make	this	as	difficult	as	possible…	Haran	
is	a	brother	of	Abram	and	son	of	Terah	but	it	is	
also	the	name	of	a	town	that	the	family	is	going	
to	settle	in.		

•

Since	Genesis	is	the	story	of	the	family	that	
becomes	Israel,	it	is	important	to	realize	that	
Abram	married	his	half-sister.		This	seems	
extremely	odd	to	modern	audiences	but	was	not	
that	unusual	in	the	ancient	world,	especially	in	
royal	families.		Ironically,	the	Law	revealed	in	the	
time	of	Moses,	places	limits	on	how	closely	
marriage	relations	can	be	within	a	family	(See	
Leviticus	18:9).		So	the	point	is	that	you	would	
not	have	known	this	was	odd,	if	Abraham	had	
not	existed	and	Moses	had	not	descended	from	
him.		

•

Do	your	own	research	on	the	subject.		We	trust	
that	you	will	find	that	the	practice	was	common	
in	the	ancient	world	and	that	the	Mosaic	Law	
brought	further	enlightenment	to	the	subject.		
However,	Abram	did	not	yet	have	the	Mosaic	
Law	and	he	was	born	to	pagans	in	a	pagan	
region.

•

Ishmael	marries	outside	the	descendants	of	
Terah.

•

Isaac	marries	his	cousin	Rebekah.•
Esau	marries	outside	the	descendants	of	Terah.•
Jacob	marries	his	cousins	Leah	and	Rachel.•
The	concept	being	conveyed	through	these	
details	is	that	there	is	one	people	that	the	nation	
of	Israel	will	come	through	and	the	nation	comes	
through	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.		The	
marriages	of	the	Patriarchs	are	within	the	line	of	
Shem	and	within	the	line	of	Terah	because	they	
wanted	to	live	under	the	blessing	of	the	God	of	
Shem	in	accord	with	the	Genesis	9	prophecy.		
The	sons	like	Ishmael	and	Esau	that	married	
outside	of	this	line	ended	up	in	opposition	to	
God	and	his	people	throughout	history.

•

The	other	figure	that	is	introduced	in	Genesis	11	
is	Lot,	the	nephew	of	Abram.		This	detail	is	
important	to	the	coming	events	in	Genesis	
because	he	is	central	to	the	story	of	judgment	
and	salvation	as	well	as	the	progenitor	of	two	
more	enemy	nations	that	came	into	being	
through	illicit	sexual	misconduct.

•

We	are	going	to	pick	back	up	in	our	text	but	this	
slide	would	be	a	good	reference	for	you	as	you	
read	through	Genesis	to	better	be	able	to	place	
the	names	and	relationship	of	peoples	being	
referred	to.

•

28 While	his	father	Terah	was	still	alive,	Haran	died	in	
Ur	of	the	Chaldeans,	in	the	land	of	his	birth.	29 Abram	
and	Nahor	both	married.	The	name	of	Abram’s	wife	
was	Sarai,	and	the	name	of	Nahor’s	wife	was	Milcah;	
she	was	the	daughter	of	Haran,	the	father	of	both	
Milcah	and	Iscah.	30 Now	Sarai	was	barren;	she	had	
no	children.

We	pointed	this	out	last	week	but	it	is	necessary	
to	do	so	again.		We	are	reading	about	how	the	
nation	of	Israel	was	brought	into	existence	by	
God.		The	text	goes	out	of	its	way	to	call	Sarai	
barren	and	emphasizes	that	she	had	no	children.

•

This	is	a	detail	that	reoccurs	in	the	lives	of	the	
Patriarchs	and	it	serves	to	validate	the	Divine	
providence	in	the	arrival	of	their	children	that	
formed	the	nation.		The	Bible	only	names	7	
instances	where	women	were	barren.		Everyone	
of	them	is	significant…	let's	show	you	that	slide	
again:

•

It	is	notable	that	exactly	seven	women	in	the	Bible	
are	expressly	said	to	be	barren.		The	Lord	gave	every	
one	of	them	children…	except	1,	and	that	is	Michal.		
Presumably	because	of	her	disdain	for	the	Davidic	
King.		This	is	good	news	for	those	of	you	laboring	to	
produce	children.		If	you	love	the	Davidic	King,	you	
should	have	confidence	that	He	will	help	you	to	
produce	righteous	offspring.		The	only	person	that	
should	not	feel	this	confidence	is	a	person	who	is	
resentful	of	Jesus.		Engage	with	the	slide:		

Sarah	was	granted	a	child	because	that	child	
would	further	the	redemptive	plan	of	God	
for	Israel	and	the	world.

○

Rebekah	was	granted	a	child	because	that	
child	would	further	the	redemptive	plan	of	
God	for	Israel	and	the	world.

○

Rachel	was	granted	a	child	because	that	
child	would	further	the	redemptive	plan	of	
God	for	Israel	and	the	world.

This	is	the	story	of	the	first	
three	Patriarchs	because	
Adonai	wanted	to	display	the	
supernatural	establishment	
of	the	nation	of	Israel.

◊

○

Manoah's	wife	was	granted	a	child	named	
Samson	because	he	would	begin	the	
deliverance	of	Israel	from	their	enemies.

○

Hannah	was	granted	a	child	named	Samuel	
because	he	would	purify	the	priesthood	and	
establish	the	line	of	the	Messianic	king.

○

Elizabeth	was	granted	a	child	named	John	
the	Immerser	because	that	child	would	
prepare	Israel	for	their	reception	of	King	
Jesus.

○

•

Everyone	of	these	horrific	bouts	with	barrenness	was	
for	a	divine	purpose	and	ultimately	illustrated	God's	
hand	at	work	in	the	nation	of	Israel.		Today's	struggles	
and	difficulties	are	tomorrows	miracles	and	
attestations	to	the	Divine	establishment	of	a	family	of	
Faith.

•

Let's	keep	going	in	our	text:

31 Terah	took	his	son	Abram,	his	grandson	Lot	son	of	
Haran,	and	his	daughter-in-law	Sarai,	the	wife	of	his	
son	Abram,	and	together	they	set	out	from	Ur	of	the	
Chaldeans	to	go	to	Canaan.	But	when	they	came	to	
Haran,	they	settled	there.
The	first	thing	that	needs	to	be	mentioned	is	that	
Terah	had	a	son	named	Haran.		That	son	died	while	
they	were	still	in	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	(Gen	11:28).		
The	place	that	they	settled	in	also	had	the	same	name	
Haran.		This	is	either	a	coincidence	or	there	is	a	
backstory	that	we	are	unaware	of,	but	it	is	a	detail	
that	warrants	further	study	on	your	part.

•

Now,	consider	that	this	verse	says	that	Terah	took	his	
son	Abram	and	the	rest	of	the	family	and	set	out	from	
Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	or	Babylonians.		This	sentence	
has	an	interesting	attribute	when	you	consider	it	
from	the	perspective	of	people	that	speak	Hebrew.		
The	town	of	Ur,	undoubtedly,	has	a	meaning	in	the	
Chaldean	language	but	the	word	"Ur"	in	Hebrew	is	
the	way	that	you	would	say	"Fire".

•

The	point	that	we	are	illustrating	is	that	the	original	
audience	would	have	engaged	with	the	story	of	the	
birthing	of	their	nation	as	a	family	called	out	of	the	
fires	or	flame	of	Babylon.		They	would	remember	that	
Sarai	was	barren	and	yet,	they	were	all	still	produced.		
This	would	have	served	as	an	encouragement	to	
them	in	any	impossible	situation	that	they	found	
themselves	through	the	generations.		

•

Every	time	a	generation	of	Israelites	found	
themselves	in	the	fiery	backdrop	of	an	oppressive	
Gentile	nation	or	in	a	situation	where	they	felt	barren	
and	unable	to	produce	life…	They	would	remember	
their	own	origin	story.		The	beginning	of	the	nation	
was	a	family	called	out	of	the	fires	of	Babylon	and	
even	though	they	were	barren	Adonai	caused	them	
to	produce	life!

•

32 Terah	lived	205	years,	and	he	died	in	Haran.

Gen	12	(1984	NIV)
12 The	LORD	had	said	to	Abram,	“Leave	your	country,	
your	people	and	your	father’s	household	and	go	to	
the	land	I	will	show	you.
It	is	unfortunate	that	casual	readers	of	the	Bible	infer	
chronological	problems	in	the	text	that	are	not	really	
there.		In	the	telling	of	any	story,	it	is	common	for	the	
author	to	advance	his	narrative	and	then	back	up	(or	
flashback)	and	tell	you	about	something	that	
happened	earlier	in	the	narrative	that	he	just	gave	
you.		When	this	is	done	in	a	movie	it	is	celebrated	as	
good	story	telling,	however,	when	this	is	done	in	the	
Bible	ignorant	people	perceive	it	as	an	error.

•

Let's	look	at	this	verse	in	two	translations	on	a	slide:

(read	slide)

The	Bible	is	not	a	technical	manual	written	for	the	
assembly	of	a	swing	set.		It	is	a	literary	work	inspired	
by	God.		The	Biblical	text	did	not	have	chapters	in	it	
until	modern	times.		In	modern	times,	casual	readers	
assume	that	any	event	in	chapter	12	must	come	after	
an	event	in	chapter	11.		This	is	silly	and	unnecessarily	
confuses	the	narrative.

•

Genesis	11	tells	you	how	Terah	and	the	family	came	
to	live	in	Haran.		Genesis	12	picks	up	with	the	earlier		
revelation	that	caused	Abraham	and	the	family	to	
leave	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	in	the	first	place!		Different	
translators	have	their	reasons	for	choosing	the	
phrasing	"Now	the	Lord	said	to	Abram"	or	"The	Lord	
had	said	to	Abram"	but	we	don't	want	to	get	into	a	
complicated	linguistic	argument	this	evening.

:)	If	only	we	had	an	authoritative	source	to	
resolve	this	issue…	

○

No,	scratch	that…	we	want	a	Jewish	source○
No,	that’s	not	enough…	we	want	a	Jewish	
Christian	source

○

No,	that's	not	enough…	we	want	a	Jewish	
Christian	source	that	is	ancient

○

No,	that's	not	enough…	we	want	one	that	
represents	the	entirety	of	how	Israel,	Jesus,	
and	the	apostles	viewed	this	verse

○

•

Is	that	asking	too	much?		Because	we	found	one…	It	is	
a	young	Jewish	Christian	who	died	for	his	faith	and	
left	us	his	commentary	on	the	subject.		Let's	read	
what	Stephen	said	about	this	in	Acts	7:

Acts	7:2–4	(ESV)
2 And	Stephen	said:	
“Brothers	and	fathers,	hear	me.	The	God	of	glory	
appeared	to	our	father	Abraham	when	he	was	in	
Mesopotamia,	before	he	lived	in	Haran,	3 and	said	to	
him,	‘Go	out	from	your	land	and	from	your	kindred	
and	go	into	the	land	that	I	will	show	you.’	4 Then	he	
went	out	from	the	land	of	the	Chaldeans	and	lived	in	
Haran.	And	after	his	father	died,	God	removed	him	
from	there	into	this	land	in	which	you	are	now	
living.
We	love	that	the	Bible	gives	you	the	proper	keys	to	its	
interpretation	within	itself.		Anytime	you	think	that	
you	have	found	an	inconsistency,	a	chronological	
problem,	or	simply	something	that	you	don't	
understand…	keep	reading!		The	Bible	will	help	you	
properly	interpret	the	rest	of	the	Bible.		

•

Now	consider	that	Stephen	is	talking	to	the	
Sanhedrin.		He	standing	before	the	most	educated	
men	in	the	world	on	the	history	of	Israel.		If	Stephen	
had	made	a	mistake,	surely	they	would	have	pointed	
it	out.		Furthermore,	the	text	of	Acts	7	was	available	
within	the	life	of	the	Apostles.		Again,	if	Stephen	had	
made	a	mistake,	surely	one	of	the	Twelve	would	have	
pointed	it	out.

•

It	is	a	certainty	that	Adonai	spoke	to	Abram	while	he	
was	living	in	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	and	that	Abraham	
and	the	rest	of	the	family	left…	stopping	for	a	period	
of	time	in	Haran.		However,	this	does	raise	a	
significant	question!		If	God	said	to	Abram:	"Leave	
your	country,	your	people	and	your	father’s	
household	and	go	to	the	land	I	will	show	you"…	Why	
does	the	text	say	that	Terah	took	his	family	to	
Haran?

•

(read	slide)

Any	honest	reading	of	the	text	reveals	that	Abram	left	
his	country.		Abram	left	the	people	of	that	country.		
However,	Abram	did	not	leave	his	Father's	household	
and	Abram	did	not	go	expeditiously	to	Canaan.

•

Bible	commentators	are	all	very	quick	to	dismiss	this	
facet	of	the	Biblical	account.		They	almost	universally	
point	to	Haran's	location	along	a	trade	route	and	then	
go	on	to	say	that	Abram	was	in	route	to	Canaan.

•

Look	at	this	slide	to	understand	what	they	are	saying:

They	are	not	wrong.		Haran	is	on	a	trade	route	in	the	
land	between	the	two	rivers	called	Mesopotamia.		
This	is	an	expected	route	and	a	logical	one	to	travel.		
However,	this	ignores	the	fact	that	the	family	was	led	
by	Terah	and	not	Abram	to	the	location	of	Haran.

•

Furthermore,	this	ignores	the	fact	that	Abram	did	not	
leave	his	father's	household.		He	is	still	traveling	with	
Terah	and	Lot.		

•

Lastly,	this	explanation	does	not	explain	why	Abram	is	
said	to	have	"settled	in	Haran"	in	Genesis	11:31.

Look	Abram	is	our	hero	and	is	the	example	
that	forms	the	basis	for	our	understanding	
of	faith,	but	we	have	to	be	honest	with	the	
text.		It	appears	that	Abram	was	only	
partially	obedient	in	the	beginning	of	his	
walk.

○

The	Lord	spoke	to	Abram	in	Ur	of	the	
Chaldeans…	Do	you	know	when	the	next	
time	the	Scripture	records	Adonai	speaking	
to	Abram	is?		It	is	in	Genesis	12:7	after he	is	
in	the	land	of	Canaan!		

○

•

Look	at	this	slide:	(read	the	slide)

It	is	impossible	to	say	why	the	Scripture	does	not	
record	any	Revelation	given	to	Abram	by	the	Lord	in	
between	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	and	arriving	in	Canaan,	
but	it	is	possible	to	look	at	the	rest	of	his	life	and	
determine	a	pattern.

•

Follow	us	through	this	progression	(it	may	bring	
clarity	to	your	life)		the	pattern	relates	to	obedience	
followed	by	further	clarity:

Obedience:	Abram	is	told	to	leave	his	country,	
people,	father's	household,	and	go	to	the	land	that	
God	shows	him	in	 Genesis	12:1

It	is	not	until	Abram	has	actually	left	his	country,	
people,	and	father's	household	and	arrived	in	Canaan	
that	Further	clarity	is	given:		After	he	is	obedient	then	
God	appears	and	tells	him	"to	your	offspring	I	will	
give	this	land"	in	Genesis	12:7

In	Genesis	13:14-15,	Abraham	acts	in	obedience and	
parts	ways	with	Lot.		After	that,	Abram	is	given	
Further	clarity:	In	Genesis	13:14-17		Abram	is	told	
“Lift	up	your	eyes	from	where	you	are	and	look	north	
and	south,	east	and	west.	15 All	the	land	that	you	see	
I	will	give	to	you	and	your	offspring	for	ever.	16 I	will	
make	your	offspring	like	the	dust	of	the	earth,	so	that	
if	anyone	could	count	the	dust,	then	your	offspring	
could	be	counted.	17 Go,	walk	through	the	length	and	
breadth	of	the	land,	for	I	am	giving	it	to	you.”
It	seems	like	every	time	Abram	is	obedient	in	a	
difficult	matter	Adonai	shows	up	and	gives	him	
further	clarity	about	how	to	advance	the	calling.

•

In	Genesis	14:21-24	Abram	acts	in	Obedience	and	
refused	the	king	of	Sodom's	offer.		Then	in	Genesis	
15:1	Further	clarity is	given	to	him.		That	text	says,	
"After	this,	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	to	Abram	in	a	
vision:	'Do	not	be	afraid,	Abram.	I	am	your	shield,	
your	very	great	reward.'"
Abram	was	obedient	in	a	difficult	and	tempting	
situation	and	then	the	Lord	gave	him	further	clarity.		
He	even	saw	a	vision	of	the	Debar	Yahweh	or	Word	of	
God.

•

In	Genesis	15:6,	we	find	another	act	of	Obedience.		
The	text	says	Abraham	believed	the	Lord.		Then	as	
you	would	expect	in	the	pattern.		Further	clarity	is	
given	in	Genesis	15:12-16:	God	reveals	the	future	of	
Abraham's	descendants,	including	their	enslavement	
and	eventual	liberation.
This	pattern	is	identifiable	throughout	the	text…	let's	
do	a	few	more.

•

In	Genesis	16:9-16	Abram	is	Obedient.		Abraham	
obeyed	God's	command	concerning	Hagar	and	
Ishmael	and	followed	God's	instructions	regarding	
circumcision.		Then	in	Genesis	17:1-19
Further	clarity is	given	when	God	confirms	the	
covenant	with	a	new	name,	promises	land,	institutes	
circumcision,	renames	Sarai	to	Sarah,	and	promises	
Isaac's	birth.	This	is	God	confirming	and	expanding	
the	clarity	of	His	covenant	with	Abraham.

How	about	Genesis	17:23-27?		Abraham	is	Obedient:
Abraham	circumcised	all	the	males	in	his	household.		
Then	as	you	would	expect	the	event	is	followed	by	
Further	clarity:	God	confirms	the	timing	of	Isaac's	
birth	in	Genesis	18:14

What	about	the	largest	test	in	Abraham's	life?		In	
Genesis	22:3	Abraham	is	Obedient: Abraham	was	
willing	to	sacrifice	Isaac.		Then,	true	to	the	pattern,	
Further	clarity is	given	in	the	words	"I	will	surely	bless	
you	and	make	your	descendants	as	numerous	as	the	
stars	in	the	sky	and	as	the	sand	on	the	seashore.	Your	
descendants	will	take	possession	of	the	cities	of	their	
enemies,	and	through	your	offspring	all	nations	on	
earth	will	be	blessed,	because	you	have	obeyed	me."	
in	Genesis	22:17-18

We	could	probably	do	this	all	night	and	we	have	
already	given	you	seven;	but,	here	is	an	8th	because	
we	hope	this	pattern	becomes	a	new	pattern	in	your	
lives.		We	want	to	see	you	growing	in	revelation	
because	you	have	grown	in	your	obedience	just	like	
Abraham.		The	last	one,	we	want	to	share	with	you	
before	getting	back	to	our	text	is:

In	Genesis	24:3-4,	Abraham	is	seen	being	Obedient:	
Abraham	ensured	Isaac	did	not	marry	a	Canaanite.		
Then	Further	clarity is	given,	in	that	Eleazar	finds	
God's	choice	for	Isaac	and	the	promised	son	of	
Abraham	has	his	future	secured.

(Look	this	pattern	is	instructive	and	important	to	your	
further	development)	so	we	summarized	it	on	a	slide	
for	your	reference	and	furth	study:

Look	to	be	fair	there	is	a	lot	that	the	text	doesn't	say.		
For	instance,	the	exact	moment	that	Abram	knew	he	
was	supposed	to	be	in	Canaan,	but	the	pattern	is	
pretty	compelling.		We	are	doing	this	because	we	
want	you	to	view	Abram	as	a	man	that	grew	in	his	
faith	and	obedience.		He	did	not	fall	out	of	a	vacuum	
as	a	perfectly	formed	hero	of	the	Faith.		Instead,	his	
faith	was	heroic	because	it	grew	and	his	obedience	
grew	throughout	his	lifetime.	

•

Did	you	know	that	the	Bible	records	Terah	as	an	
idolator?

Joshua	24:2–3	(NIVUK84)
2 Joshua	said	to	all	the	people,	“This	is	what	the	
LORD,	the	God	of	Israel,	says:	‘Long	ago	your	
forefathers,	including	Terah	the	father	of	
Abraham	and	Nahor,	lived	beyond	the	River	and	
worshipped	other	gods.	3 But	I	took	your	father	
Abraham	from	the	land	beyond	the	River	and	led	
him	throughout	Canaan	and	gave	him	many	
descendants.	I	gave	him	Isaac,

•

This	is	an	incredible	admission	to	include	in	the	
Biblical	text.		The	father	of	Abraham	was	an	idolator.		
This	means	that	Abram	grew	up	with	an	idolator	in	a	
land	of	idolatry.		We	want	you	to	know	that	Abram	
developed	and	was	transformed	into	the	father	of	the	
faithful.

•

Have	you	ever	considered	the	stories	surrounding	the	
forming	of	a	nation?		Did	Romulus	and	Remus	really	
nurse	from	a	she-wolf?		I	don't	know	but	I	know	that	
it	is	what	Romans	said	about	their	own	origin	and	
that	means	something.		Have	you	ever	heard	the	
story	of	George	Washington	chopping	down	a	cherry	
tree?		According	to	the	legend,	when	Washington	was	
only	six	years	old,	he	used	a	hatchet	to	cut	down	his	
father’s	favorite	cherry	tree.	When	confronted	by	his	
father,	young	George	bravely	confessed,	saying,	“I	
cannot	tell	a	lie…	I	did	cut	it	with	my	hatchet.”	His	
father	praised	his	honesty,	emphasizing	that	it	was	
worth	more	than	a	thousand	trees.		The	point	of	the	
American	legend	is	that	it	serves	as	a	symbol	of	
courage,	honesty,	and	principled	behavior.	

•

With	that	in	mind	we	want	to	share	a	Midrash	from	
the	Talmud	about	the	early	history	of	Abram	while	he	
was	still	in	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans:

•

(Read	slide)

Abram's	first	interaction	with	a	customer	in	this	story	
conveys	Abram's	awakening	to	the	fact	that	a	50	or	
60	year	old	man	would	worship	something	that	
Abram's	family	made	the	day	before.		This	illustrates	
the	Jewish	awareness	that	Abram	moved	from	
idolatry	to	faithfulness.

•

Abram's	second	interaction	with	a	customer	in	this	
story	conveys	Abram's	awakening	to	the	fact	that	a	
woman	wanted	to	offer	the	idols	food	but	they	could	
not	eat	it.		This	illustrates	the	Jewish	awareness	that	
Abram	moved	from	idolatry	to	faithfulness.

•

The	latter	part	of	the	story,	where	Abram	destroyed	
all	of	the	idols	except	the	biggest	one	and	then	left	
the	weapon	in	the	larger	idols	hands,	illustrates	
Abram's	willingness	to	confront	his	own	father	with	
the	revelation	that	he	was	receiving.

We	don't	have	any	way	of	knowing	if	the	
story	is	true	any	more	than	we	know	if	
George	Washington	chopped	down	a	cherry	
tree,	but	we	do	know	that	Abram	was	a	
ordinary	human.		In	the	midst	of	ordinary	
fallen	humanity	and	the	Lord	appeared	to	
him	in	that	condition.		From	the	moment	
the	Lord	spoke	to	him,	Abram	grows	in	his	
faith	and	obedience	in	ways	that	all	of	us	
should	learn	from.

○

•

Let's	get	back	to	our	text	and	remember	it	is	being	
said	to	Abram	while	he	was	still	in	Ur	of	the	
Chaldeans:

						2 “I	will	make	you	into	a	great	nation
						and	I	will	bless	you;
				I	will	make	your	name	great,
						and	you	will	be	a	blessing.
						3 I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,
						and	whoever	curses	you	I	will	curse;
				and	all	peoples	on	earth
						will	be	blessed	through	you.”

This	may	be	one	of	the	most	important	statements	in	
all	of	the	Older	Testament.		It	is	often	referred	to	as	
the	Heptadic	Blessing.		Let's	take	a	more	in	depth	look	
at	it,	because	Adonai	said	this	to	Abram	before	he	
became	the	extraordinary	man	that	we	all	venerate.

•

(Read	the	slide)

Notice	that	all	7	statements	are	declarations	that	
God,	Himself	says	will	happen.		None	of	these	
statements	have	to	do	with	the	merit	or	ability	of	
Abram.		Think	about	it:

Abram	is	the	son	of	an	idolator□
Abram's	name	means	exalted	
father	and	he	has	no	children

□

Abram	is	living	in	the	fire	of	
Babylonia

□

Abram	is	married	to	a	woman	that	
is	barren	and	childless

□

Abram	is	already	in	his	seventies□
Abram	has	no	Bible□
Abram	has	no	known	example□

•

It	is	in	this	condition	that	Adonai	says,	"I	will	make	
you	into	a	great	nation."		This	is	an	absolute	act	of	
raw	sovereignty.		We	believe	that	the	text	of	the	
preceding	chapters	mentions	two	worldwide	
rebellions	and	goes	on	to	illustrate	the	giving	over	of	
the	70	nations	to	other	celestial	powers,	precisely	
because	Adonai	wanted	to	make	it	clear	that	He	and	
He	alone	had	a	redemptive	plan	to	restore	the	world	
through	the	one	nation	on	earth	that	he	was	creating	
and	reserving	for	his	purposes.		This	is	Israel's	origin	
story!

•

Adonai,	promised	to	bless	Abram.		This	fact	is	
evidenced	in	the	world	all	around	us.	He	is	venerated	
by	all	three	monotheistic	religions	(Judaism,	
Christianity,	and	Islam).	He	is	called	“Father	of	the	
Faithful”	(Heb	11:8)	and	“Friend	of	God”	(Jas	2:23).		
Abraham	is	mentioned	74	times	in	NT.

•

Adonai,	promised	to	make	the	name	(character,	body	
of	work,	and	reputation)	of	Abram	great!		This	has	
certainly	been	true	after	all	he	is	the	Father	or	
Prototype	for	all	faithful	men.		The	wording	of	the	
Hebrew	for	great	name	is	"Gadol	Shem"	and	Adonai	is	
the	one	with	the	truly	great	name.		Abram	and	his	
descendants	would	be	the	carriers	of	God's	name	to	
the	world	(Num	6	even	says,	"So	shall	they	put	my	
name	upon	the	people").		The	terms	"God"	and	
"Abraham"	appear	together	183	times	in	69	verses	of	
the	English	Standard	version	alone…	this	does	not	
even	account	for	all	the	synonyms	for	God	or	other	
kinds	of	references	to	Abraham.

•

Consider:
Romans	4:16	(ESV)
16 That	is	why	it	depends	on	faith,	in	
order	that	the	promise	may	rest	on	
grace	and	be	guaranteed	to	all	his	
offspring—not	only	to	the	adherent	of	
the	law	but	also	to	the	one	who	shares	
the	faith	of	Abraham,	who	is	the	father	
of	us	all,
Abraham's	name	is	great	because	he	
carried	God's	name	greatly!

§

Adonai,	promised	to	bless	Abram.		The	Hebrew	for	
bless	indicates	giving	honor	or	giving	a	gift.			When	
this	word	appears	in	Greek	it	usually	means	to	be	
made	happy	or	well	positioned.		Any	observation	of	
the	career	of	Abram	clearly	displays	this	kind	of	favor	
by	God	to	the	man.		Remember	this	was	God's	choice	
and	not	the	work	of	man's	efforts.		Abram	is	God's	
answer	to	the	Tower	of	Babel	event…	everything	that	
men	sought	to	do	in	their	own	efforts	occurs	through	
Abram	simply	by	trusting	and	obeying	what	God	says.

Genesis	24:1	says	"the	Lord	
blessed	Abraham	in	all	things."

□

Genesis	14:19-20		shows	
Melchizedek		saying,	“Blessed	be	
Abram	by	God	Most	High,	
Possessor	of	heaven	and	
earth;	 20 and	blessed	be	God	
Most	High,	who	has	delivered	your	
enemies	into	your	hand!”

□

Genesis	28:4	shows	the	blessing	of	
Abram	by	God	passed	down	
through	his	descendants.		It	says,	
"May	he	give	the	blessing	of	
Abraham	to	you	and	to	your	
offspring	with	you,	that	you	may	
take	possession	of	the	land	of	your	
sojournings	that	God	gave	to	
Abraham!”

□

•

Adonai,	promised	to	"bless	those	who	blessed	
Abram".		This	is	profoundly	important	and	may	be	the	
only	reason	that	fire	and	brim	stone	has	not	fallen	on	
our	nation.		Matthew	25:31-46	clearly	displays	every	
nation	being	judged	in	respect	to	how	they	treated	
the	nation	of	Israel.		Joel	3	does	exactly	the	same	
thing.		The	people	who	show	favor	to	Abram	and	the	
nation	that	he	is	made	into	are	shown	favor	by	God.		
We	suspect	that	America	has	been	benefitted	by	the	
support	shown	to	Israel	following	World	War	2;	it	is	
unfortunate	that	our	national	position	is	sliding	away	
from	"blessing	Israel"	and	being	blessed	as	a	result.

•

Adonai,	promised	to	"curse	those	who	curse	Abram"	
and	the	nation	that	he	was	being	made	into.		This	is	
among	the	most	serious	warnings	in	the	written	text	
and,	unfortunately,	many	do	not	understand	the	
grave	nature	of	this	statement.		Consider	the	
following	slides:

•

Notice	that	the	phrase	"bless	them	that	bless"	utilizes	
the	same	word	for	bless	(H1288).		In	other	words,	the	
extent	to	which	you	bless	Abram	and	the	nation	that	
comes	from	him	is	the	extent	to	which	you	will	be	
blessed.		The	use	of	the	same	Hebrew	word	in	the	
treatment	of	Abram	and	the	way	in	which	you	will	
be	treated	is	proportional.

•

However,	look	at	those	who	curse	Israel.		The	word	
for	those	who	curse	Israel	is	different than	the	word	
used	to	describe	what	Adonai	does	to	them.		When	
you	curse	Israel	(H779)	you	receive	a	curse	(H7043)…	
these	words	are	disproportional.		Look	at	them	on	
this	slide:

•

(read	this	slide)

Notice	that,	even,	making	light	of	Israel	or	showing	
disrespect	to	Israel	results	in	God	invoking	harm	and	
misfortune	upon	the	perpetrator.		This	is	a	sobering	
reality	that	is	written	into	the	Eternal	Word	of	God.		
Remember,	we	are	only	in	the	12th	chapter	and	this	
statement	is	as	plain	as	the	words	on	the	page.		
Perhaps,	this	should	serve	as	a	reminder	to	all	of	us	
that	the	nation	proceeding	from	Abraham	is	the	
inheritance	of	God.		This	warning	in	Genesis	12	is	far	
from	singular;	any	survey	of	the	Bible	contains	many	
similar	warnings.

Deut	33:11	"crush	the	
loins	of	his	adversaries,	
of	those	who	hate	him,	
that	they	rise	not	again"

◊

Zech	2:8	"whoever	
touches	you	(Israel)	
touches	the	apple	of	his	
eye"

◊

Matt	25:45	"Truly,	I	say	
to	you,	as	you	did	not	do	
it	to	one	of	the	least	of	
these,	you	did	not	do	it	
to	me.		And	these	will	go	
away	into	eternal	
punishment…"

◊

•

The	point	in	sharing	these	is	not	to	scare	anyone…	
although	it	should	be	a	scary	thing	to	oppose	God's	
inheritance,	the	point	is	for	us	to	grasp	the	
seriousness	of	how	Adonai	views	the	subject.		We	
think	the	NET	translation	captures	Genesis	12:2-3	
very	well.		

•

Here	it	is	on	a	slide	for	you:	(read	slide)

In	your	own	time,	read	the	Text	note	in	the	NET,	they	
do	an	excellent	job	of	explaining	how	the	Hebrew	
syntax	and	nomenclature	requires	the	phrase:	"the	
one	who	treats	you	lightly,	I	must curse".		If	that	is	
not	sobering	to	those	of	you	that	have	redefined	
Israel	to	be	something	other	than	Jews	or	those	of	
you	who	have	relegated	Israel	to	be	merely	the	same	
as	any	other	nation…	we	suggest	that	you	spend	
some	time	meditating	on	the	plain	language	of	this	
text.		For	those	of	you	who	want	to	bless	Israel,	we	
would	like	to	remind	you	that	Adonai	has	promised	to	
bless	you	in	equal	proportion.	

•

Look	we	have	thrown	a	lot	at	you	already	and	our	
evening	is	just	beginning	to	get	exciting.		So	let	us	
summarize	the	prolific	nature	of	the	Heptadic	
blessing	given	to	Abraham.		Here	is	another	slide:

The	Heptadic	Blessing	was	restated	in	various	forms	
to	Abram	on	at	least	5	occasions.		The	same	can	be	
said	of	Isaac,	Jacob,	and	Moses.		This	is	because	
Adonai	chose	the	nation	coming	from	Abram	as	His	
own	inheritance.		That	nation	is	Israel	and	the	Newer	
Testament	confirms	and	restates	the	same	blessing.

•

There	is	a	far	larger	point	to	be	made	in	all	of	this…	
(Read	the	slide	with	emphasis	on	the	7th)

•

The	calling	of	Abram	and	the	extraordinary	blessings	
and	protections	Adonai	promised	to	him	and	the	
nation	coming	from	him,	were	for	a	larger	purpose!		
Namely:	that	all	peoples	on	earth	will	be	blessed	
through	Abram	and	his	descendants.		The	
redemptive	plan	of	God	is	Israel	centric	and	Israel	
dependent	but	it	is	the	redemptive	plan	for	all	
peoples	on	earth.		

•

You	are	now	members	of	the	corporate	body	of	the	
King	of	Israel.		Let's	look	at	a	few	of	the	ways	that	the	
Newer	Testament	highlights	the	application	of	this	
Heptadic	blessing	to	those	children	of	Abraham	who	
are	his	by	faith.

•

The	first	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	I	will	make	
you	into	a	great	nation.

1	Peter	2:9
“But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	royal	priesthood,	a	
holy	nation,	God’s	special	possession,	that	you	may	
declare	the	praises	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	
darkness	into	his	wonderful	light.”	
Those	who	are	members	of	the	body	of	Messiah	are	
called	a	chosen	people	along	with	Israel.

•

The	second	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	I	will	bless	
you

Ephesians	1:3:
“Praise	be	to	the	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	Jesus	
Christ,	who	has	blessed	us	in	the	heavenly	realms	
with	every	spiritual	blessing	in	Christ.”	
Those	who	are	members	of	the	body	of	Messiah	are	
blessed	in	the	heavenly	realms	with	every	blessing	in	
Christ.

•

The	third	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	I	will	make	
your	name	great
Philippians	2:9:
“Therefore	God	exalted	him	to	the	highest	place	and	
gave	him	the	name	that	is	above	every	name.”	
Abram's	name	was	great	because	he	carried	the	
name	of	God.		Every	member	of	the	body	of	Messiah	
also	carries	the	name	that	is	above	every	name

•

The	fourth	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	You	will	be	
blessed
Luke	6:28-31:
“Bless	those	who	curse	you,	pray	for	those	who	
mistreat	you.	If	someone	slaps	you	on	one	cheek,	
turn	to	them	the	other	also.	If	someone	takes	your	
coat,	do	not	withhold	your	shirt	from	them.	Give	to	
everyone	who	asks	you,	and	if	anyone	takes	what	
belongs	to	you,	do	not	demand	it	back.”
Those	in	the	body	of	Christ	are	indeed	blessed.		We	
are	guaranteed	provisions	when	we	seek	the	
Kingdom	first…	In	fact	we	are	so	blessed,	that	we	are	
told	to	give	without	expectation	of	a	return.

•

The	fifth	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	I	will	bless	
those	who	bless	you
Hebrews	6:10:
“God	is	not	unjust;	he	will	not	forget	your	work	and	
the	love	you	have	shown	him	as	you	have	helped	his	
people	and	continue	to	help	them.”	
The	Lord	promises	that	He	will	not	forget	aide	given	
to	the	body	of	Messiah.		He	will	bless	those	that	bless	
the	corporate	body	of	the	Jewish	King.

•

The	6th	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	Whoever	
curses	you	I	will	curse
2	Timothy	4:14-15:
“Alexander	the	metalworker	did	me	a	great	deal	of	
harm.	The	Lord	will	repay	him	for	what	he	has	done.	
You	too	should	be	on	your	guard	against	him,	
because	he	strongly	opposed	our	message.”	
Notice	how	confidently	Paul	said	"The	Lord	will	repay	
him"	this	is	because	Adonai	has	promised	to	protect	
His	redemptive	plan.		This	is	true	for	the	nation	of	
Israel	and	it	is	true	for	the	corporate	Body	of	the	
Jewish	King	(See	Rev	18	where	Adonai	repays	Babylon	
for	what	she	has	done	to	his	servants,	Jew	or	Gentile,	
through	the	centuries).		Look	National	Israel	and	the	
Body	of	Christ	are	not	yet	the	same…	and	they	both	
have	roles	left	to	play	in	God's	redemptive	plan.		So	it	
is	still	true	that	Adonai	will	curse	those	who	curse	
Israel	and/or	the	body	of	Messiah.

•

The	7th	I	will	statement	to	Abram	was:	All	the	
peoples	of	the	earth	will	be	blessed	through	you
Matthew	28:18–20	
18 Then	Jesus	came	to	them	and	said,	“All	authority	
in	heaven	and	on	earth	has	been	given	to	me.	
19 Therefore	go	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	
baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	
Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	20 and	teaching	them	to	
obey	everything	I	have	commanded	you.	And	surely	
I	am	with	you	always,	to	the	very	end	of	the	age.”
The	Messiah	is	the	descendant	of	Abraham.		Through	
the	body	of	Messiah	every	nation	on	earth	is	to	be	
blessed.

•

Let's	get	back	into	the	text	of	tonight's	chapter:
4 So	Abram	left,	as	the	LORD	had	told	him;	and	Lot	
went	with	him.	Abram	was	seventy-five	years	old	
when	he	set	out	from	Haran.	5 He	took	his	wife	Sarai,	
his	nephew	Lot,	all	the	possessions	they	had	
accumulated	and	the	people	they	had	acquired	in	
Haran,	and	they	set	out	for	the	land	of	Canaan,	and	
they	arrived	there.
We	have	already	made	the	case	that	our	opinion	is	
that	settling	in	Haran	was	a	mistake.		We	have	no	
wish	to	belabor	that	point	further.		Instead,	notice	
that	although	obedience	was	delayed,	Abram	was	
obedient!		Consider	what	the	Bible	goes	on	to	say	
because	of	this	fact:

•

James	2:23:	“And	the	scripture	was	fulfilled	that	says,	
‘Abraham	believed	God,	and	it	was	credited	to	him	as	
righteousness,’	and	he	was	called	God’s	friend.”
This	has	become	the	subject	of	cheesy	songs	and	trite	
statements.		However,	within	Judaism,	to	be	a	friend	
of	God	implies	both	obedience	and	special	revelation.		
When	James	refers	to	Abraham	as	God's	friend	it	is	in	
light	of	a	demonstrated	walk	of	obedience	to	the	
things	that	Adonai	revealed	to	Abraham.		Moreover,	
as	stated	earlier,	each	act	of	obedience	was	met	with	
further	revelation.

•

This	is	the	sense,	in	which,	Abraham	is	the	father	of	
the	faithful.		He	is	the	father	of	those	who	obey	
because	they	trust	Adonai.		He	is	the	father	of	those	
who	obey,	even	if	temporarily	deterred.		He	is	the	
father	of	those	who	trust	enough	to	obey	and	then	
move	on	to	further	insight	and	revelation.		He	is	the	
father	of	those	that	grow	in	the	faith.

•

Psalm	25:14	(ESV)
												14 						The	friendship	of	the	LORD	is	for	those	
who	fear	him,	
						and	he	makes	known	to	them	his	covenant.
Understand	that	friendship	and	revelation	is	for	
those	who	fear	the	Lord.		Those	that	respect	and	
revere	the	Lord	enough	to	actually	do	what	He	said	to	
do.		Those	people	are	considered	friends	of	God	and	
"he	makes	known	to	them	his	covenant".		Abraham	
sets	the	example	for	this	kind	of	faith	and	it	is	
foundational	to	understanding	what	saving	faith	
actually	is.

•

2	Chronicles	20:7:	“Our	God,	did	You	not	drive	out	the	
inhabitants	of	this	land	before	Your	people	Israel	and	
give	it	forever	to	the	descendants	of	Abraham	Your	
friend?”	
The	writer	of	2	Chronicles	refers	to	Abraham	as	the	
friend	of	God	because	Abraham's	life	continually	
displayed	his	faith	by	his	actions.		Abraham	is	not	
called	a	friend	of	God	because	he	held	a	certain	
creed.		Abraham	is	called	a	friend	because	he	actually	
walked	with	God.

•

Isaiah	41:8:	“But	you,	Israel,	my	servant,	Jacob,	whom	
I	have	chosen,	you	descendants	of	Abraham	my	
friend.”	
When	you	see	Abraham	repetitiously	called	a	friend	
of	God	in	the	Scripture,	please	understand	that	the	
term	itself	includes	the	concept	of	obedience.		In	
other	words,	in	the	Jewish	mind,	it	would	not	be	
possible	to	call	yourself	or	be	called	a	friend	of	God	if	
your	life	did	not	display	obedience	that	flowed	from	
faith.

•

When	we	make	a	statement	like	this…	Perhaps	you	
are	wondering	how	to	verify	the	cultural	norm	that	
we	are	alluding	to.		We	are	glad	that	you	asked:

•

John	15:14–15	(ESV)
14 You	are	my	friends	if	you	do	what	I	command	you.	
15 No	longer	do	I	call	you	servants,	for	the	servant	
does	not	know	what	his	master	is	doing;	but	I	have	
called	you	friends,	for	all	that	I	have	heard	from	my	
Father	I	have	made	known	to	you.
Jesus	Christ	defined	for	us	what	friendship	with	God	
actually	looks	like.		To	be	a	friend	of	God	your	faith	
must	cause	you	to	obey	things	that	have	been	
commanded.		When	you	are	a	friend	of	God,	the	
Father	makes	His	will	known	to	you!			This	is	great	
news	because	when	you	trust	God	that	leads	you	to	
obey	Him.		Your	obedience	to	Him	is	blessed	by	
further	clarity	and	revelation	into	your	own	calling.		
That	further	clarity	leads	you	into	even	more	
obedience.		This	is	what	a	friendship	with	God	looks	
like!	

•

Romans	1:5	(ESV)
5 through	whom	we	have	received	grace	and	
apostleship	to	bring	about	the	obedience	of	faith for	
the	sake	of	his	name	among	all	the	nations,
When	Paul	wrote	Romans,	this	is	the	kind	of	faith	that	
he	was	talking	about.		Faith	is	not	faith	if	it	does	not	
result	in	obedience.		In	the	Bible	obedience	flows	
directly	from	true	faith.		It	is	very	important	in	our	
times	to	fully	grasp	this	distinction.		A	man	can	not	
have	faith	apart	from	his	actions.		A	man	displays	his	
faith	through	his	actions.

•

Romans	4:11:	“And	he	received	circumcision	as	a	sign,	
a	seal	of	the	righteousness	that	he	had	by	faith	while	
he	was	still	uncircumcised.	So	then,	he	is	the	father	
of	all who	believe	but	have	not	been	circumcised,	in	
order	that	righteousness	might	be	credited	to	them.”	
The	point	that	Paul	is	making	is	that	Abraham	trusted	
God	and	it	showed	in	his	actions,	even	before	he	was	
circumcised.		Abraham	is	the	father	of	everyone	who	
has	genuine	faith	that	obedience	flows	from.		These	
are	the	kinds	of	people	that	can	consider	themselves	
friends	of	God.

•

Romans	4:16-18:	“Therefore,	the	promise	comes	by	
faith,	so	that	it	may	be	by	grace	and	may	be	
guaranteed	to	all	Abraham’s	offspring—not	only	to	
those	who	are	of	the	law	but	also	to	those	who	have	
the	faith	of	Abraham. He	is	the	father	of	us	all.	As	it	is	
written:	‘I	have	made	you	a	father	of	many	nations.’	
He	is	our	father	in	the	sight	of	God,	in	whom	he	
believed—the	God	who	gives	life	to	the	dead	and	
calls	into	being	things	that	were	not.”	
This	verse	is	fairly	easy	to	quote	but	please	
understand	its	implications.		For	Abraham	to	be	the	
father	of	YOUR	faith…	your	faith	would	need	to	trust	
God	to	the	point	that	it	is	displayed	in	your	actions.		
This	has	to	be	true	even	in	the	face	of	looking	at	
something	that	is	dead	and	trusting	Adonai	will	bring	
it	to	life.		I	think	that	we	can	all	agree…	this	is	not	the	
kind	of	faith	that	is	commonly	called	faith.

•

John	8:39:	“Abraham	is	our	father,”	they	answered.	
“If	you	were	Abraham’s	children,”	said	Jesus,	“then	
you	would	do	what	Abraham	did.”	
For	just	a	minute…	forget	that	Jesus	said	this	to	a	
group	of	Jewish	men.		Is	the	statement	any	less	
applicable	to	you?		To	be	in	the	faith	of	Abraham,	you	
must	do	what	Abraham	did!		

•

When	the	Lord	tells	you	to	leave	something…	Do	you	
do	it?

•

When	the	Lord	tells	you	to	sacrifice	something…	Do	
you	do	it?

•

When	the	Lord	promises	you	that	something	will	
happen…	Do	you	walk	in	a	way	that	shows	you	
believe	it?

We	want	to	encourage	you…	Abraham	grew	
in	his	faith	and	so	can	you!		If	your	
obedience	has	been	slow	or	deterred,	then	
repent	and	start	doing	what	Abraham	did.

○

•

Galatians	3:7:	“Understand,	then,	that	those	who	
have	faith	are	children	of	Abraham.”	
The	Newer	Testament	makes	the	statement	that	you	
are	a	child	of	Abraham	only	if	you	posses	the	kind	of	
faith	that	Abraham	had	repetitiously.		The	emphasis	
of	the	statements	is	usually	in	a	positive	sense,	
encouraging	Gentiles	that	they	too	are	included	in	the	
inheritance	of	the	family.		However,	understand,	the	
inverse	of	the	statement	is	true	as	well.		If	your	faith	
is	not	of	the	same	quality	as	Abraham	then	you	are	
not	his	child	and	do	not	share	in	the	destiny	of	Israel.

•

Isaiah	51:1-3:	“Listen	to	me,	you	who	pursue	
righteousness	and	who	seek	the	Lord:	Look	to	the	
rock	from	which	you	were	cut	and	to	the	quarry	from	
which	you	were	hewn;	look	to	Abraham,	your	father,	
and	to	Sarah,	who	gave	you	birth.	When	I	called	him,	
he	was	only	one	man,	and	I	blessed	him	and	made	
him	many.”	
Just	so	that	you	do	not	miss	this	point.		Abraham	and	
Sara	are	the	rock	quarry	from	which	Israel	was	
carved.		Abraham	and	Sara	are	the	rock	quarry	from	
which	all	true	believers	are	carved.		Whether	Jew,	
with	the	special	national	redemptive	destiny,	or	
Gentile	with	no	particular	national	destiny…	Abraham	
and	Sara	are	the	example	of	what	it	means	to	walk	in	
faith	for	all	men.

•

Let's	return	to	our	text:
6 Abram	travelled	through	the	land	as	far	as	the	site	
of	the	great	tree	of	Moreh	at	Shechem.	At	that	time	
the	Canaanites	were	in	the	land.	7 The	LORD	
appeared	to	Abram	and	said,	“To	your	offspring	I	will	
give	this	land.”	So	he	built	an	altar	there	to	the	LORD,	
who	had	appeared	to	him.
Please	notice	that	Yahweh	spoke	to	Abram	once	he	
was	in	the	land that	he	left	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	to	get	
to.		This	is	a	monumental	concept.		When	you	obeyed	
the	last	thing	Adonai	told	you	to	do,	then	you	can	
expect	further	revelation.		However,	if	you	have	not	
yet	obeyed	the	last	thing	that	you	were	told	to	do…	
You	should	not	expect	to	receive	further	revelation.

•

In	any	case,	this	is	the	first	time	that	the	LORD	
appears	to	Abram	in	the	land	of	Canaan.		The	original	
audience	would	now	grasp	the	origin	of	the	
Canaanite	peoples	from	the	incident	in	Genesis	9	that	
involved	sexual	misconduct.		Additionally,	the	original	
audience	would	now	know	the	origin	story	of	the	
nation	of	Israel.		That	story	being:	The	progenitor	of	
the	nation	called	out	of	the	fires	of	Babylon	to	
become	a	Great	Nation	in	the	midst	of	the	nations.		
Abram	would	carry	and	stand	for	the	name	of	the	
Lord	in	the	center	of	the	Biblical	map!

•

Let's	review	a	few	maps:

This	is	the	view	of	the	70	nations	and	the	view	of	the	
world	from	a	Biblical	perspective.		The	land	of	Canaan	
is	in	the	center	of	the	map.		Here	is	what	Ezekiel	said	
about	it:

Ezekiel	5:5	(ESV)
5 “Thus	says	the	Lord	GOD:	This	is	
Jerusalem.	I	have	set	her	in	the	center	
of	the	nations,	with	countries	all	
around	her.

•

The	obvious	point,	is	that	God	placed	His	nation	in	
the	center	of	the	70	nations.		He	set	up	his	nation	in	
the	backdrop	of	the	other	nations	that	were	given	
over	to	serving	other	celestial	powers.		However,	this	
nation	would	be	his	and	this	nation	would	be	used	by	
him	to	teach	the	world	and	redeem	the	world.

•

Let's	look	at	another	map:

Because	Israel	is	bordered	to	the	west	by	the	
Mediterranean	Sea	and	to	the	east	by	the	Syrian	
Desert,	entry	into	Israel	by	land	is	often	done	by	a	
North	to	South	route.		This	route	utilizes	the	Jordan	
valley	rift	that	runs	from	North	to	South	in	Israel.		
Then	near	the	town	of	Shechem	access	to	Westerly	
and	Easterly	routes	becomes	available.

•

For	your	reference,	here	is	another	slide:

The	red	circle	on	the	map	includes	the	towns	of	
Shechem,	Bethel,	and	Ai…	which	will	all	be	pertinent	
to	our	discussions	this	evening.		The	site	that	
Abraham	built	his	first	altar	is	near	the	Tree	of	Moreh	
in	the	vicinity	of	Shechem.		This	site	become	highly	
significant	for	many	reasons	in	the	Biblical	text.		

•

Here	is	a	slide	just	to	give	you	a	brief	glimpse:
(Read	the	slide)

The	site	of	Adonai's	first	appearance	to	Abram	is	at	a	
site	that	was	already	known	as	"The	teacher's	tree"		
This	means	that	Adonai	chose	to	reveal	Himself	to	
Abram	in	the	backdrop	of	a	place	already	Canaanites	
hoped	to	receive	revelation.		They	didn't	get	
revelation	but	Abram	did…	He	obtained	it	from	the	
God	that	is	above	all	gods.

•

The	Tanak	repeatedly	shows	the	same	site	being	the	
location	of	significant	events	in	the	lives	of	leaders	in	
Israel.		Jacob	rededicated	and	purified		his	family	in	
this	location.		Moses	directed	the	people	to	proclaim	
the	blessing	and	curses	of	the	of	the	Law	in	this	
vicinity.		Joshua	gives	his	famous	discourse	and	set	up	
a	monument	in	this	vicinity.		There	are	too	many	to	
mention	now	but	as	we	go	through	the	text…	we	will	
try	to	point	them	out.

•

8 From	there	he	went	on	towards	the	hills	east	of	
Bethel	and	pitched	his	tent,	with	Bethel	on	the	west	
and	Ai	on	the	east.	There	he	built	an	altar	to	the	
LORD	and	called	on	the	name	of	the	LORD.	9 Then	
Abram	set	out	and	continued	towards	the	Negev.
Notice	that	Abram	has	just	set	up	another	Altar.		This	
one	is	also	in	the	red	circle	we	showed	you	earlier.		
The	geographical	indicators	are	that	he	is	between	
Bethel	and	Ai.

•

It	is	a	crazy	and	mystical	thing	how	significant	the	
geography	of	Israel	is	in	the	Bible.		Let	us	walk	you	
through	something	that	some	of	you	will	find	to	
fantastic	to	believe	and	others	of	you	will	be	inspired	
by.		Remember	Abram's	2nd	Altar	was	between	
Bethel	and	Ai.

•

Joshua	8:9	(ESV)
9 So	Joshua	sent	them	out.	And	they	went	to	the	
place	of	ambush	and	lay	between	Bethel	and	Ai,	to	
the	west	of	Ai,	but	Joshua	spent	that	night	among	the	
people.
You	may	not	remember	the	context	of	this	verse	so		
we	will	remind	you.		

Israel	has	just	experienced	its	first	national	
defeat	in	the	land	of	Canaan.		They	compromised	
themselves	because	they	wanted	things	God	did	
not	want	them	to	have.		Even	in	the	defeat,	
Achan	gives	glory	to	God	through	his	own	
judgement.

•

Now,	in	Joshua	8:9,	a	special	ambush	is	being	set	
up	between	Bethel	and	Ai	that	will	ensure	
victory	for	Israel.		Joshua's	name	means	
Yahweh's	salvation	and	he	is	spending	the	night	
in	the	same	location	that	Abram	built	his	second	
altar	which	was	between	Bethel	and	Ai.

•

•

Joshua	8:28	(ESV)
28 So	Joshua	burned	Ai	and	made	it	forever	a	heap	of	
ruins,	as	it	is	to	this	day.
The	text	goes	on	to	detail	the	total	victory	that	Joshua	
brought	about	for	Israel	after	they	initially	
experienced	their	first	defeat.		Remember	the	victory	
occurred	in	a	special	ambush	designed	by	God that	
occurred	in	between	Bethel	and	Ai.		This	location,	
between	Bethel	and	Ai	are	also	where	Abram	built	his	
second	altar	to	the	LORD.

•

Joshua	8:29	(ESV)
29 And	he	hanged	the	king	of	Ai on	a	tree	until	
evening.	And	at	sunset	Joshua	commanded,	and	they	
took	his	body	down	from	the	tree	and	threw	it	at	the	
entrance	of	the	gate	of	the	city	and	raised	over	it	a	
great	heap	of	stones,	which	stands	there	to	this	day.
In	the	same	place	that	Abram	built	his	2nd	Altar…	
Centuries	later,	Israel	experienced	their	first	defeat	as	
a	nation.		Then	Joshua,	whose	name	is	the	Hebrew	
version	of	Jesus,	achieved	total	victory	for	the	nation.		
The	thing	that	commemorated	the	victory	was	a	"King	
hung	on	a	tree".

This	story	is	the	first	time	in	the	Bible	
something	like	crucifixion	is	implied	and	it	is	
in	connection	with	Israel's	recovery	from	a	
national	defeat.		The	symbol	of	their	victory	
is	a	"King	hung	on	a	tree".

○

•

1	Peter	2:24–25	(ESV)
24 He	himself	bore	our	sins	in	his	body	on	the	tree,	
that	we	might	die	to	sin	and	live	to	righteousness.	By	
his	wounds	you	have	been	healed.	25 For	you	were	
straying	like	sheep,	but	have	now	returned	to	the	
Shepherd	and	Overseer	of	your	souls.
So	when	Abram	built	his	first	altar	it	was	like	sending	
a	message	to	the	gods.		Abram	is	the	one	in	
connection	with	the	true	God	of	gods.		Then	when	
Abram	built	his	second	altar	it	became	the	place,	
centuries	later,	that	Israel	was	both	defeated	and	
achieved	total	victory.		The	symbol	of	that	victory	was	
a	King	who	was	hung	on	a	tree.

•

It	is	in	the	nature	of	the	family	of	faith	that	straying	
occurs…	but	like,	Abram	in	Haran,	the	thing	that	
matters	is	that	they	return	and	become	obedient.		
This	is	Israel's	story	and	it	is	your	story.		The	true	King	
was	hung	on	a	tree	that	you	might	return	to	the	
Shepherd	and	overseer	of	your	souls.

•

Look	at	what	happens	next	in	the	vicinity	of	both	
Altars:
Joshua	8:30–35	(ESV)

Joshua	Renews	the	Covenant
30 At	that	time	Joshua	built	an	altar	to	the	LORD,	the	
God	of	Israel,	on	Mount	Ebal,	31 just	as	Moses	the	
servant	of	the	LORD	had	commanded	the	people	of	
Israel,	as	it	is	written	in	the	Book	of	the	Law	of	Moses,	
“an	altar	of	uncut	stones,	upon	which	no	man	has	
wielded	an	iron	tool.”	And	they	offered	on	it	burnt	
offerings	to	the	LORD	and	sacrificed	peace	offerings.	
32 And	there,	in	the	presence	of	the	people	of	Israel,	
he	wrote	on	the	stones	a	copy	of	the	law	of	Moses,	
which	he	had	written.	
Right	after	the	symbol	of	the	King	hung	on	the	tree…	
The	nation	reinscribed	the	law	on	stones.

•

This	is	what	the	crucifixion	is	supposed	to	accomplish	
in	the	life	of	both	Jewish	and	Gentile	believers.		You	
die	in	Christ	and	you	are	raised	with	the	law	of	God	
written	on	your	previously	stony	heart.				(Let's	keep	
going	in	Joshua)

•

33 And	all	Israel,	sojourner	as	well	as	native	born,	
with	their	elders	and	officers	and	their	judges,	stood	
on	opposite	sides	of	the	ark	before	the	Levitical	
priests	who	carried	the	ark	of	the	covenant	of	the	
LORD,	half	of	them	in	front	of	Mount	Gerizim	and	half	
of	them	in	front	of	Mount	Ebal,	just	as	Moses	the	
servant	of	the	LORD	had	commanded	at	the	first,	to	
bless	the	people	of	Israel.	
In	this	text,	the	whole	nation	and	the	Gentiles	among	
them,	stood	between	the	mount	of	blessing	and	the	
mount	of	curses.		They	did	this	in	the	presence	of	the	
ark	of	God!

•

Isn't	that	where	we	are	to	stand	today?		Aren't	we,	as	
foreigners,	to	stand	with	Israel	in	the	presence	of	
God?		Aren't	we	to	stand	in	the	presence	of	God	and	
choose	blessing	rather	than	curse.		Isn't	this	the	
purpose	of	the	Law	being	inscribed	on	your	heart?		
(Let's	keep	going	in	Joshua)

•

34 And	afterward	he	read	all	the	words	of	the	law,	
the	blessing	and	the	curse,	according	to	all	that	is	
written	in	the	Book	of	the	Law.	35 There	was	not	a	
word	of	all	that	Moses	commanded	that	Joshua	did	
not	read	before	all	the	assembly	of	Israel,	and	the	
women,	and	the	little	ones,	and	the	sojourners	who	
lived	among	them.

Friends,	we	are	not	teaching	the	book	of	Joshua	
tonight.		We	are	in	Genesis	12	but	perhaps	we	
should	notice	that	"All	the	assembly	of	Israel	and
the	sojourners"	experienced	this	renewal	of	the	
covenant	together.		It	is,	as	if,	all	Abraham's	
children	(natural	or	adopted)	came	back	to	the	
vicinity	of	the	his	first	two	altars	and	became	
obedient	to	the	actual	faith	of	Abraham.

•

It	is	getting	late	and	we	have	some	beautiful	things	
left	to	get	to	in	Genesis	12,	so	let's	return	there	and	
pick	up	in	verse	10:

10 Now	there	was	a	famine	in	the	land,	and	Abram	
went	down	to	Egypt	to	live	there	for	a	while	because	
the	famine	was	severe.	11 As	he	was	about	to	enter	
Egypt,	he	said	to	his	wife	Sarai,	“I	know	what	a	
beautiful	woman	you	are.	12 When	the	Egyptians	see	
you,	they	will	say,	‘This	is	his	wife.’	Then	they	will	kill	
me	but	will	let	you	live.	13 Say	you	are	my	sister,	so	
that	I	will	be	treated	well	for	your	sake	and	my	life	
will	be	spared	because	of	you.”
This	incident	is	something	that	Abram	is	widely	
panned	for	in	preaching	and	teaching.		Abram	is	
usually	presented	as	being	a	fearful	man	and	a	liar.		
This	view	may	be	correct	but	it	is	worth	engaging	
another	possibility.		We	should	probably	consider	
that	Abram	did	not	lie	in	the	strictest	sense	of	the	
word.		Instead,	Abram	presented	something	that	was	
true,	and	allowed	the	Egyptians	to	fall	under	
misconception	based	on	his	statement.		In	other	
words,	Abram	did	something	that	our	politicians	have	
been	doing	for	centuries.		Look,	we	are	not	endorsing	
the	practice but	the	fact	remains	that	the	Bible	never	
refers	to	Abram	as	a	liar…	in	either	the	Older	or	
Newer	Testaments.		The	Bible	never	contains	a	
repudiation	of	these	actions	or	the	similar	actions	in	
the	following	chapters.		(this	fact	should	cause	us	to	
consider	that	we	have	a	limited	understanding	of	the	
situational	ethics)

•

Sarai	was	indeed	his	sister	(actually	a	half-sister	
according	to	Gen	20:12),	so	Abram	conveyed	to	the	
Egyptians	only	what	he	wanted	them	to	know.	His	
motive	was	undoubtedly	based	on	society	laws	(see	
Genesis	24:29-61).	Remember	that	Abram	was	in	
enemy	territory	and	it	was	likely	that	a	husband	could	
be	killed	for	his	wife.	However,	if	Abram	were		
perceived	as	her	

•

brother,	presumably,	someone	wanting	her	would	
have	to	make	marriage	arrangements	with	him.		The	
point	is	not	that	Abram	was	open	to	such	an	
arrangement	but	rather	that	it	would	alert	him	to	the	
intentions	of	the	other	party	and	give	him	time	to	
react	in	the	manner	of	his	choosing.	(This	scenario	is	
at	least	worth	considering	especially	when	speaking	
of	saving	a	life)

14 When	Abram	came	to	Egypt,	the	Egyptians	saw	
that	she	was	a	very	beautiful	woman.	15 And	when	
Pharaoh’s	officials	saw	her,	they	praised	her	to	
Pharaoh,	and	she	was	taken	into	his	palace.	16 He	
treated	Abram	well	for	her	sake,	and	Abram	acquired	
sheep	and	cattle,	male	and	female	donkeys,	
menservants	and	maidservants,	and	camels.
Among	all	the	things	that	Abram	may	have	
anticipated…	we	doubt	seriously	that	he	foresaw	the	
Pharaoh	of	Egypt	as	being	the	party	that	would	desire	
to	take	Sarai.		Can	you	imagine	the	difficulty	of	this	
position?		As	you	will	soon	see,	Adonai	is	always	at	
work	in	the	life	of	Abram	because	the	redemptive	
plan	for	humanity	hangs	upon	him	and	the	nation	
coming	from	him.

•

Take	note,	that	the	Bible	does	not	present	Abram	
without	flaws…	it	presents	Adonai	working	through	
Abram	and	overcoming	his	flaw	because	the	man	
trusted	him	and	obeyed.

•

17 But	the	LORD	inflicted	serious	diseases	on	Pharaoh	
and	his	household	because	of	Abram’s	wife	Sarai.	
18 So	Pharaoh	summoned	Abram.	“What	have	you	
done	to	me?”	he	said.	“Why	didn’t	you	tell	me	she	
was	your	wife?	19 Why	did	you	say,	‘She	is	my	sister,’	
so	that	I	took	her	to	be	my	wife?	Now	then,	here	is	
your	wife.	Take	her	and	go!”	20 Then	Pharaoh	gave	
orders	about	Abram	to	his	men,	and	they	sent	him	on	
his	way,	with	his	wife	and	everything	he	had.

Do	you	guys	have	time	for	something	so	amazing	that	
it	is	nearly	unbelievable?		You	are	about	to	be	shown	
a	slide	titled	"Prophetic	Pattern".		When	Westerners	
hear	the	word	prophecy,	their	thoughts	have	been	
shaped	by	movies,	television,	and	depictions	of	
prophecy	as	fortune	telling.		In	the	Hebrew	culture,	
prophecy	is	not	viewed	as	foretelling	the	future	to	the	
extent	that	it	is	in	the	West.		

•

The	predominant	view	of	Prophecy	in	the	Jewish	
leaders	that	we	have	encountered	could	be	termed	
"Prophecy	in	the	Rearview	Mirror".		What	we	mean	is	
that	Adonai	says	or	does	something	that	is	not	
completely	understood	until	the	event	has	happened.		
After	the	event	has	happened	they	are	encouraged	to	
see	that	Adonai	announced	it	in	advance	(even	if	they	
didn't	fully	understand	it).

•

The	other	way	that	we	have	experience	views	on	
prophecy	within	orthodox	circles	is	as	a	pattern.		This	
means	that	men	look	into	repeating	patterns	in	the	
Scripture	and	identify	them	as	Adonai's	plan.		The	
next	time	they	find	themselves	in	a	cycle	of	the	
pattern,	they	feel	like	Adonai	has	already	shown	them	
how	it	will	end.		This	is	how	Jews	tend	to	understand	
prophecy.

•

Let's	show	you	what	we	mean:

Up	until	this	point	we	have	described	the	book	of	
Genesis	as	the	seed	book!		The	book	where	you	will	
find	the	origins	of	the	truths	and	Biblical	principles	
present	throughout	the	scriptures.		In	reality,	if	
Genesis	is	the	seed	book,	Abraham	is	the	seed	"man"	
of	faith.		By	now	you	have	seen	how	his	faith	and	
obedience	have	grown	just	like	yours	is	supposed	to.		
We	want	to	show	you	something	amazing.		

Many	of	you	by	now	have	become	quite	familiar	with	
the	major	aspects	of	the	story	of	Israel	and	the	
exodus.

But	as	we	studied	we	were	excited	to	see	that	each	
major	step	that	God	led	the	nation	through,	we	found	
the	sovereign	Lord	had	first	led	Abraham	down	the	
same	road.		Take	a	look	at	some	of	these:
(read	the	slide)

Both	Abram	and	Israel	began	to	experience	a	famine	
that	was	severe.		This	famine	meant	there	was	no	
food	for	Abraham,	and	no	food	for	Israel.

(read	the	slide)

The	famine	in	the	land	forced	both	Abraham	and	
Israel	to	go	down	to	Egypt	to	live	to	sustain	their	
families.

(read	the	slide)

As	Abraham	headed	to	Egypt,	concern	over	the	
possibility	of	the	Egyptians	killing	him,	the	male,	and	
allowing	Sarai	to	live	caused	him	to	carefully	conserve	
vital	information	in	an	effort	to	protect	human	life.		
During	Israel's	time	of	enslavement	and	oppression	in	
Egypt,	Pharoah	commanded	every	male	to	be	killed	
but	allowed	the	females	to	live.		Remember	that	
Shiphrah	and	Puah	also	carefully	conserved	
information	to	protect	life	and	they	are	rewarded	and	
commended	for	it.	

(read	the	slide)

As	a	result	of	Pharoah	taking	Abram's	wife	into	his	
household,	God	inflicted	serious	diseases	on	him	and	
everyone	that	lived	with	him.		You	are	well	aware	of	
God	inflicting	plagues	upon	all	of	Egypt	to	rescue	and	
preserve	His	people.		Are	you	guys	beginning	to	see	
the	parallels	between	the	Father	of	the	Nation	and	
the	footsteps	of	the	nation.		This	is	what	is	meant	by	
the	term	prophetic	pattern.		Let's	keep	going:

(read	the	slide)

Are	you	guys	getting	this?		Both	Abram	and	Israel	
went	into	Egypt	under	unfavorable	circumstances…	
Both	were	delivered	by	plagues…	Both	plundered	
Egypt	on	their	way	out.		This	could	give	a	person	the	
impression	that	the	God	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Israel	
is	above	every	other	god	and	is	completely	
committed	to	the	redemptive	plan	that	hinges	upon	
the	nation	of	Israel.

•

(read	the	slide)

Notice	that	in	both	passages,	the	Pharoah	is	
compelled	by	God	to	tell	Abram	or	Israel	to	"Go".		
This	probably	conveys	that	Adonai	is	actually	the	one	
in	control	of	world	affairs	and	not	the	ruler	of	any	
particular	nation.		A	person	might	even	come	to	the	
conclusion	that	no	enemy	has	the	ability	to	hold	you	
back	when	Adonai	has	determined	your	release.

•

Look,	the	bottom	line	is	that	the	great	deliverance	
out	of	bondage	that	Israel	experienced	was		already	
accomplished	in	her	ancestor	Abram.		This	was	
probably	a	tremendous	source	of

•

comfort	and	encouragement	to	Israel	when	they	
realized	that	they	were	walking	in	the	footsteps	of	
the	Father	of	the	nation.		This	pattern	illustrates	that	
God	was	doing	more	than	promising	deliverance	for	
the	future	nation;	it	was	as	if	in	anticipation	He	acted	
out
their	deliverance	in	Abram.		This	fact	is	even	more	
amazing	when	you	consider	that	it	was	Moses	who	
wrote	it	down.

Look,	clearly	we	are	out	of	time…	but	we	do	want	to	
tease	you	with	one	more	slide:
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