
Good	Evening	Saints,

Tonight	is	going	to	be	a	special	evening.		We	will	be	covering	Genesis	10	and	11.		Please	
remember	that	we	are	a	western	people	reading	an	eastern	book.		In	today's	setting	it	is	
extremely	rare	for	western	readers	to	attempt	to	grasp	the	reason	that	Genesis	10	and	11	
progress	the	way	that	they	do.		Very	few	will	stop	and	think	about	who	the	original	audience	
was	for	this	text	and	consider	the	reason	that	the	Holy	Spirit	included	the	table	of	nations	and	
the	story	of	a	world-wide	rebellion	in	these	chapters.		Our	goal	tonight	will	be	to	illustrate	the	
purpose	of	the	70	nations	mentioned	in	relation	to	the	original	audience	as	well	as	to	grasp	
the	flow	of	the	author's	intentions.		Remember	our	series	of	teachings	on	the	book	of	Genesis	
is	called:

One	of	the	many	things	that	we	will	point	to	this	evening	is	that	the	family	of	Faith	was	
not	just	established;	it	was	supernaturally	birthed.		The	Bible	story	is	the	story	of	the	
birthing	of	the	nation	of	Israel,	the	birthing	of	the	King	of	Israel,	and	the	wedding	of	the	
Messiah	and	His	bride	who	is	expanded	to	include	those	who	were	supernaturally	born	
from	the	nations.

•

Let's	review	a	few	things	from	our	previous	sessions	so	that	we	can	maintain	a	continuity	of	
flow	with	the	outline	of	the	chapters	that	we	have	covered	so	far.		Here	is	a	slide

When	people	think	about	Genesis	1	they	tend	to	think	about	the	creation	of	everything.		
However,	the	point	of	Genesis	1	is	the	creation	of	man	and	the	introduction	of	his	
purpose.		Namely,	to	rule	over	and	subdue	the	creation	and	to	do	so	in	God's	image.	

•

When	people	think	of	Genesis	2	they	tend	to	think	about	the	garden	of	Eden.		However,	
the	point	of	Genesis	2	is	the	introduction	of	the	woman	who	would	co-star	in	the	story	of	
salvation	and	redemption	of	the	planet	and	race.

•

In	the	3rd	Chapter	of	Genesis	we	see	the	universal	failure	of	mankind	to	obey	the	Lord	
and	rule	in	His	image,	but	we	also	see	the	hope	of	a	human	being	who	would	be	born	that	
would	crush	the	powers	that	opposed	Adonai.

•

This	is	the	parent	prophecy	of	all	prophecies.		Ultimately	every	prophecy	in	the	Bible	has	
this	prophecy	as	its	foundation.		The	other	prophecies	are	simply	adding	specificity	and	
detail	to	this	one	overarching	statement.

•

The	moment	that	there	was	a	break	in	relationship	between	the	rulership	of	man	and	the	
absolute	Monarchy	of	God,	the	result	was	that	men	were	killing	each	other.		Genesis	4	is	
the	result	of	the	departure	from	mankind's	purpose	to	rule	the	creation	in	the	image	of	
God.

•

Genesis	4:26	is	an	interesting	verse…	It	says	"Seth	also	had	a	son,	and	he	named	him	
Enosh.		At	that	time	men	began	to	call	on	the	name	of	the	LORD."		While	this	may be	an	
expression	of	hope	and	a	statement	of	revival,	the	context	of	the	flow	of	chapters	in	
Genesis	does	not	support	that	conclusion.		Remember,	the	text	of	Genesis	moves	from	
the	killing	of	Abel	by	Cain	to	a	Genealogy	and	then	to	Genesis	6	and	the	flood.	

•

The	Hebrew	wording	of	Genesis	4:26	is	debatable,	but	the	most	respected	Hebrew	
leaders	through	the	centuries	have	read	Genesis	4:26	in	a	different	manner	than	most	
Westerners	do.		Here	is	an	example	from	Rashi	who	is	quoting	the	verse	and	prevailing	
thoughts	about	it	from	the	most	ancient	sources	within	Judaism:

•

(read	whole	slide)

If	you	are	skeptical	about	Rashi's	comments,	please	do	your	own	research.		Any	
interlinear,	such	as	is	found	on	Blue	Letter	Bible,	will	reveal	that	it	is	entirely	possible	to	
translate	the	Hebrew	word	for	"common"	as	"profane".		The	point	of	us	reading	this	to	
you	is	not	to	create	controversy	or	correct	any	previous	teachings;	but	rather,	to	point	to	
the	fact	that	there	may	not	have	been	revival	but	only	increasing	regression.		This	context	
flows	better	with	the	coming	chapters	and	the	introduction	of	the	special	family	that	
would	be	used	to	bring	about	God's	plans	for	Israel	and	also	the	nations	of	the	world	who	
would	be	supernaturally	birthed	into	Israel's	redemption.

•

You	will	remember	that	Genesis	5	is	a	genealogy	that	follows	the	tragic	events	of	the	Cain	and	
Abel	story.		We	defined	the	names	for	you	and	suggested	that	it	is	an	example	of	God	working	
through	the	generations	in	His	sovereignty	to	produce	the	people	who	would	become	the	
nation	of	God.		Moreover,	it	tells	the	story	of	the	King	of	Israel	who	is	also	God's	son	that	
would	offer	salvation	to	Israel	and	the	world.

Here	was	that	slide	again	for	your	reference:

We	enjoyed	producing	this	for	you	and	pray	that	it	blessed	you. It	can	be	difficult	to	
conceptualize	all	of	this	at	one	time,	so	we	also	put	it	into	narrative	form	for	you	on	this	
slide:

•

It	is	truly	remarkable	that	in	the	dark	days	leading	up	to	the	worldwide	judgement	of	the	
flood,	Adonai	embedded	the	story	of	prophetic	redemption	in	10	generations	of	the	
ancestors	of	Israel.		The	original	audience	would	have	seen	hope	in	the	idea	that	Adonai	
was	always	at	work	to	bring	about	the	things	promised	to	mankind	that	could	only	occur	
through	Israel	and	the	King	of	Israel.

•

This	takes	us	to	Genesis	6:

If	you	were	the	original	audience,	you	would	be	noting	that:	even	through	the	darkest	of	
days	and	judgment,	Adonai	found	one	family	that	He	could	show	grace	to	through	their	
own	faith.		You	would	recognize	that	this	was	the	precursor	to	your	own	family	line.		
Genesis	6	is	the	story	of	the	whole	world	having	gone	astray	but	Adonai	reserving	one	
family	for	Himself.

•

Now	let's	move	to	the	events	immediately	after	the	flood	that	we	taught	on	last	session:
(read	whole	slide)

Of	all	the	peoples	who	had	ever	lived,	now	Adonai	is	being	referred	to	as	"The	God	of	Shem".		
This	is	a	profound	realization.		Although	Adonai	is	the	God	who	created	everything,	He	is	
specifically	identified	as	"The	God	of	Shem".		We	are	seeing	a	narrowing	in	the	focus	of	the	
author's	intentions	from	mankind	in	general	to	what	Adonai	would	do	for	mankind	through	
Shem.		The	narrowing	of	focus	or	contraction	in	the	narrative	is	all	leading	to	the	birthing	of	a	
nation	called	Israel.		They	were	the	original	audience	for	the	Torah	and	it	is	from	them	that	the	
Messiah	would	be	born.

•

Let	us	share	the	steps	in	a	more	simplified	fashion	and	then	we	will	help	you	wrap	your	mind	
around	author's	intentions	in	the	first	12	chapters	of	the	Bible.
(read	whole	slide)

These	seven	steps	summarize	the	first	9	chapters	of	the	Bible.		Those	chapters	comprise	
more	than	a	millennia	and	a	half	of	history.		Tonight	our	text	will	also	summarize	several	
more	centuries	and	then	the	pace	at	which	the	author	covers	history	will	grind	down	to	
decades	within	the	lives	of	the	Patriarchs	of	Israel.		This	is	because	the	first	11	chapters	of	
your	Bible	serve	the	purpose	of	bringing	you	to	the	conclusion	that	there	is	a	nation	that	
is	supernaturally	birthed	by	God	to	serve	in	the	redemptive	plan	for	all	nations.		That	
nation	and	family	is	Israel	and	this	book	is	their	story.

•

Let	us	take	the	liberty	of	displaying	this	information	again	and	in	a	different	way.		We	will	
cover	our	previous	sessions	but	also	foreshadow	events	that	are	still	to	come	in	the	Biblical	
text.		Our	hope	in	doing	this	is	to	provide	perspective	on	the	Biblical	narrative	that	escapes	
most	western	minds.		Let's	walk	through	it	together:

The	first	9	chapters	of	the	Bible	move	from	all	of	humanity	to	focus	uniquely	on	1	person	
and	then	the	following	chapters	relieve	that	contraction	and	tell	you	about	the	rest	of	
Shem's	offspring.

•

After	telling	you	about	Shem's	offspring	in	general,	the	story	contracts	to	focus	on	Abram	and	
then	the	story	expands	again	to	inform	you	about	the	rest	of	Abram's	offspring.

•

After	telling	you	about	Abram's	offspring	in	general,	the	story	contracts	to	focus	on	Jacob	and	
then	the	story	expands	again	to	inform	you	about	the	rest	of	Jacob's	offspring.

•

After	telling	you	about	Jacob's	offspring	in	general,	the	story	contracts	to	focus	on	Judah	and	
then	the	story	expands	again	to	inform	you	about	the	rest	of	Judah's	offspring.

•

After	telling	you	about	Judah's		offspring	in	general,	the	story	contracts	to	focus	on	David	
and	then	the	story	expands	again	to	inform	you	about	the	rest	of	David's	sons

•

After	telling	you	about	David's	sons	in	general,	the	story	contracts	to	focus	on	Solomon	
and	then	the	story	expands	again	to	inform	you	about	the	rest	of	Solomon's	offspring.

•

Finally	after	centuries	of	contractions	the	King	of	Israel,	the	True	Son	of	David,	and	the	
Messiah	of	Israel	and	the	world	arrives:

After	telling	you	about	Solomon's	offspring	in	general,	the	story	contracts	to	focus	on	the	birth	
and	life	of	Jesus.		Then	the	story	expands	again	to	show	his	ministry	in	bringing	salvation	to	the	
family	line	of	Israel.

•

Jesus	begins	his	ministry	"only	to	the	lost	sheep	of	Israel"	and	the	focus	quickly	narrows	down	
as	the	nation	goes	through	contraction.

•

Having	begun	with	ministry	to	the	entire	nation	the	story	contracts	to	only	those	who	believe	
within	Israel.		This	is	where	the	apostles	and	the	early	Jewish	believers	come	into	play.		Then	in	
one	of	the	more	mysterious	plot	twists	in	the	Bible…	The	story	does	something	beautiful	that	
includes	the	reclamation	of	the	nations	of	the	world.		The	Jewish	Apostles	are	sent	into	the	
disparate	nations	of	the	world	so	that	everyone	who	believes	can	be	included	in	the	
redemptive	family	story	of	Israel,	the	nation	that	is	supernaturally	birthed	of	God.		The	nation	
that	supernaturally	birthed	the	Messiah….	And	the	Nation	whose	destiny	you	can	only	share	in	
through	your	own	supernatural	birth.

•

From	that	point	the	story	begins	to	broaden	out	to	every	nation	in	the	world	who	will	receive	
the	King	of	Israel	as	their	Messiah.

•

Then	from	ministry	to	"All	nations"	performed	by	a	remnant	of	believing	Jews	and	Gentiles…	
the	story	will	again	contract	to	the	saving	of	"All	Israel"	just	as	the	prophets	and	Romans	11	
foretold.

•

After	the	entirety	of	surviving	Israel	is	saved	through	the	sovereignty	of	God	and	witness	from	
the	believing	remnant	of	Jews	and	Gentiles,	the	story	finally	arrives	at	the	Bride	of	Christ	in	
Revelation	19	who	with	her	husband	has	overcome	the	world	and	established	the	Kingdom	
and	rule	of	God	on	earth.

•

Here	is	one	more	visual	representation	just	in	case	it	helps	you:	

This	process	throughout	the	Scriptural	narrative	leaves	the	focus	upon	the	one	nation	
that	was	supernaturally	selected	and	brought	into	existence	by	God.		Adonai	then	uses	
that	nation	to	produce	Messiah.		Messiah	is	first	and	foremost	the	King	of	Israel!		Then	
Messiah	utilizes	those	Jews	who	received	His	Kingship	to	draft	believing	Gentiles	into	the	
destiny	of	Israel.		Israel's	salvation	is	accomplished	and	her	destiny	is	expanded	to	
believing	Gentiles	from	all	nations.		Thus	God	is	All	in	All	and	His	reign	is	absolute	on	the	
earth	through	the	nation	that	He	chose	to	be	His	own.

•

It	is	possible	to	think	of	these	many	expansions	that	are	followed	by	contractions	as	a	birthing	
process	for	the	salvation	of	Israel	and	also	all	of	believing	mankind.		Here	is	what	we	mean:

Those	of	you	who	are	astute	Bible	students	will	realize	that	birth	pains	are	still	foretold	in	our	
future.		That	is	because	All	Israel	is	not	yet	saved!		The	birth	pains	coming	upon	the	world	will	
produce	the	salvation	of	Israel	along	with	the	grafted	in	believers	who	share	in	her	destiny.

•

As	we	approach	our	text	tonight,	you	will	notice	that	the	narrative	moves	from	every	nation	
on	earth	to	the	story	of	only	one	group	of	Shem's	descendants	that	will	become	Israel.		This	is	
because	Genesis	is	the	story	of	the	supernatural	birthing	of	the	Nation	of	Israel	upon	whom	
the	redemptive	plan	of	Salvation	hangs.

To	be	honest	we	have	already	given	you	enough	material	that	you	could	spend	the	rest	of	your	
life	gaining	insight	into	it…	but	we	also	want	to	cover	the	text	of	Genesis	10	and	11.

Let's	read	it	(Adam	Clavey	and	Eric	McLeland)

Read	it

Prayer	and	begin	exposition:

Genesis 10 (NIV)

1	This	is	the	account	of	Shem,	Ham	and	Japheth,	Noah's	sons,	who	themselves	had	sons	
after	the	flood.

When	reading	any	literature,	it	is	important	to	pay	attention	to	the	way	the	author	phrases	
things.		This	is	even	more	true	when	the	inspiration	of	the	author	is	The	Holy	Spirit	of	God.		In	
our	time,	multimedia	presentations,	slide	shows,	and	videos	create	the	emphasis	that	the	
presenter	wants.		However,	in	the	ancient	world	these	areas	of	special	emphasis	had	to	be	
done	with	wording	alone.		Genesis	10:1	informs	you	that	"This	is	the	account	of	Shem,	Ham,	
and	Japheth.	(Look	at	it	on	a	slide)  

•

Since	the	author	just	told	us	"This	is	the	account	of	Shem,	Ham,	Japheth,"	you	would	expect	
Shem	to	come	first	in	the	following	text.		That	is	not	what	happens	and	there	is	a	reason	for	
this	oddity.		(look	at	another	slide)

•

The	actual	order	that	the	text	of	Genesis	10	presents	the	descendants	of	the	three	sons	Noah	
in…	ends	with	Shem.		So,	the	author	tells	you	"this	is	the	account	of	Shem,	Ham,	and	Japheth"	
and	then	goes	in	the	reverse	order	of	Japheth,	Ham,	to	finally	arrive	at	Shem	precisely	because	
Shem's	descendants	are	the	point	of	the	story.		This	is	clearly	a	literary	device	used	for	
emphasis.		These	things	occur	often	in	the	Biblical	account	such	as	in	the	case	of	chiastic	
structures,	acrostics,	or	the	repetition	of	a	word	for	emphasis.		Genesis	10	begins	with	a	
statement	about	Shem	and	also	ends	with	the	descendants	of	Shem.		This	is	because	the	
Biblical	story	is	about	the	descendants	of	Shem	and	their	interaction	with	the	nations.		The	
author's	literary	device	is	meant	to	subtly	point	to	that	truth.

•

Now	that	we	understand	Shem	is	the	point,	let's	get	into	the	Table	of	Nations:

2	The	sons	of	Japheth:	Gomer,	Magog,	Madai,	Javan,	Tubal,	Meshech	and	Tiras.	3	The	sons	
of	Gomer:	Ashkenaz,	Riphath	and	Togarmah.	4	The	sons	of	Javan:	Elishah,	Tarshish,	the	
Kittim	and	the	Rodanim.	5	(From	these	the	maritime	peoples	spread	out	into	their	territories	
by	their	clans	within	their	nations,	each	with	its	own	language.)

The	first	thing	that	we	need	to	point	out	is	that	Genesis	10	is	being	written	long	after	the	
Tower	of	Babel	and	is	giving	you	the	origin	of	the	nations	of	the	world	within	the	Biblical	
worldview.		The	text	includes	the	statement	"each	with	its	own	language"	because	Moses	is	
referring	to	people	groups	within	his	time	and	informing	his	audience	where	they	came	from	
originally.

•

The	second	thing	that	we	need	to	point	out	is	that	national	boundaries	in	our	time	change	
yearly	based	on	political	alliances,	but	the	Bible	defines	the	nations	of	the	world	based	on	the	
names	of	these	sons	of	Japheth,	Ham,	Shem	.		(Look	at	this	slide)

•

The	names	in	red	are	the	sons	that	formed	nations	in	the	descent	of	Japheth.		In	the	Hebrew	
mind	(and	in	the	Bible),	it	doesn't	matter	if	other	political	entities	are	formed…	all	nations	start	
with	and	are	defined	by	the	sons	of	Japheth,	Ham,	and	Shem.		The	examples	we	could	cite	are	
too	numerous	to	do	so,	but	an	excellent	example	is	Javan.		The	nation	of	Greece	is	prolific	in	
the	book	of	Daniel,	however,	Daniel	only	refers	to	Greece	as	Javan.		The	books	of	Zechariah,	
Isaiah,	and	Ezekiel	do	the	same	thing.		This	is	because	in	the	Biblical	world	view	Greece	is	
simply	part	of	the	nation	of	Javan.		Every	nation	in	the	world	is	attributed	to	one	of	the	original	
descendants	of	Japheth,	Ham,	or	Shem.		You	can	see	that	from	Japheth	there	are	14	names	in	
red	because	Japheth	contributed	14	nations	to	the	world.

•

(Let's	move	on	to	Ham…	who,	not	insignificantly,	produced	the	majority	of	nations	in	the	
world)

6	The	sons	of	Ham:	Cush,	Mizraim,	Put	and	Canaan.	7	The	sons	of	Cush:	Seba,	Havilah,	
Sabtah,	Raamah	and	Sabteca.	The	sons	of	Raamah:	Sheba	and	Dedan.	8	Cush	was	the	father	
of	Nimrod,	who	grew	to	be	a	mighty	warrior	on	the	earth.	9	He	was	a	mighty	hunter	before	
the	Lord;	that	is	why	it	is	said,	"Like	Nimrod,	a	mighty	hunter	before	the	Lord."	

There	is	so	much	to	say	about	this	group	that	we	are	going	to	have	to	do	it	in	sections.		First,	
look	at	this	slide:

•

Again,	the	names	in	red	are	nations	that	come	from	Ham.		There	are	more	coming	in	the	next	
verses.		This	slide	contains	12	of	the	sons	of	Ham	considered	to	be	nations.		In	the	coming	
slides	we	will	add	to	that	number.		Do	you	see	the	name	"Mizraim"?		This	is	like	the	example	of	
Javan	and	Greece	earlier.		In	Hebrew	the	way	that	you	refer	to	an	Egyptian	is	as	a	"Mizraim".		
Throughout	the	Bible	political	alliances	change	and	boundaries	may	move	but	the	one	
consistent	thing	is	that	every	nation	in	the	world	came	from	Japheth,	Ham,	or	Shem.		The	sons	
of	these	figures	make	up	the	Table	of	Nations	that	every	people	group	fits	into.		In	2024	there	
are	193	nations	that	are	nearly	universally	recognized,	but	in	the	Biblical	world	view	there	are	
only	as	many	nations	as	there	are	sons	of	Japheth,	Ham	and	Shem.

•

We	are	very	tempted	to	talk	to	you	about	Canaan	now	because	we	gave	you	his	origin	story	
last	week	in	the	illicit	sexual	misconduct	of	chapter	9;	however,	we	are	going	to	have	to	wait	
because	a	larger	story	must	be	told	first.		Similarly,	we	are	eager	to	speak	to	you	about	Nimrod	
because	he	is	important	to	the	text	of	Genesis	11;	however,	we	are	going	to	have	to	wait	
because	a	larger	story	must	be	illustrated	first.

•

Let's	keep	going	in	our	text:

10	The	first	centers	of	his	kingdom	were	Babylon,	Erech,	Akkad	and	Calneh,	in	Shinar.	11	
From	that	land	he	went	to	Assyria,	where	he	built	Nineveh,	Rehoboth	Ir,	Calah	12	and	Resen,	
which	is	between	Nineveh	and	Calah;	that	is	the	great	city.	13	Mizraim	was	the	father	of	the	
Ludites,	Anamites,	Lehabites,	Naphtuhites,	14	Pathrusites,	Casluhites	(from	whom	the	
Philistines	came)	and	Caphtorites.

(again	look	at	the	names	in	red)

Our	text	has	just	informed	us	of	the	centers	of	Nimrod's	kingdom	and	the	origin	of	many	of	
Israel's	enemies.		However,	to	stay	on	point,	we	should	notice	the	names	in	red	because	they	
are	7	more	of	the	sons	of	Ham	that	are	in	the	Table	of	Nations.		Again,	it	doesn't	matter	how	
many	nations	are	recognized	by	the	U.N.	in	any	given	year…	the	Bible	defines	nations	by	their	
ancestry…	or	put	another	way	by	the	number	of	the	sons	of	Japheth,	Ham,	and	Shem.	

•

15	Canaan	was	the	father	of	Sidon	his	firstborn,	and	of	the	Hittites,	16	Jebusites,	Amorites,	
Girgashites,	17	Hivites,	Arkites,	Sinites,	18	Arvadites,	Zemarites	and	Hamathites.	Later	the	
Canaanite	clans	scattered	19	and	the	borders	of	Canaan	reached	from	Sidon	toward	Gerar	as	
far	as	Gaza,	and	then	toward	Sodom,	Gomorrah,	Admah	and	Zeboiim,	as	far	as	Lasha.	20	
These	are	the	sons	of	Ham	by	their	clans	and	languages,	in	their	territories	and	nations.

(Again	look		at		this	slide)

We	are	very	tempted	to	digress	into	the	number	of	enemies	of	Israel	that	proceeded	from	
Ham	like	(the	Hittites,	Jebusites,	Amorites,	Girgashites,	and	Hivites).		We	are,	additionally,	
tempted	to	talk	to	you	about	the	reference	to	their	settling	in	places	like	Sodom	or	Gomorrah;	
but,	to	stay	on	point.		This	slide	has	11	more	names	of	Ham's	descendants	that	are	nations.		
This	brings	the	total	number	of	Ham's	sons	to	30	nations	that	are	added	to	the	table	of	nations	
that	define	the	Biblical	view	of	nations	in	the	world.		Let's	keep	moving	in	our	text	so	that	we	
do	not	lose	the	focus	on	the	larger	point	that	the	author	is	making.

•

21	Sons	were	also	born	to	Shem,	whose	older	brother	was	Japheth;	Shem	was	the	ancestor	
of	all	the	sons	of	Eber.	22	The	sons	of	Shem:	Elam,	Asshur,	Arphaxad,	Lud	and	Aram.	23	The	
sons	of	Aram:	Uz,	Hul,	Gether	and	Meshech.	24	Arphaxad	was	the	father	of	Shelah,	and	
Shelah	the	father	of	Eber.	25	Two	sons	were	born	to	Eber:	One	was	named	Peleg,	because	in	
his	time	the	earth	was	divided;	his	brother	was	named	Joktan.

Let's	take	a	look	at	another	slide:

It	is	hard	to	move	past	important	names	like	Eber	or	Peleg,	but	we	will	come	back	to	that.		For	
now,	look	at	the	descendants	of	Shem	who	are	indicated	by	the	red	font.		On	this	slide,	Shem	
has	13	descendants	that	are	considered	nations.		In	the	coming	text	there	will	be	more,	but	
these	names	are	in	the	Table	of	Nations	that	comprise	the	Biblical	view	of	nations	in	the	world.		
Let's	keep	moving:

•

26	Joktan	was	the	father	of	Almodad,	Sheleph,	Hazarmaveth,	Jerah,	27	Hadoram,	Uzal,	
Diklah,	28	Obal,	Abimael,	Sheba,	29	Ophir,	Havilah	and	Jobab.	All	these	were	sons	of	Joktan.	
30	The	region	where	they	lived	stretched	from	Mesha	toward	Sephar,	in	the	eastern	hill	
country.	31	These	are	the	sons	of	Shem	by	their	clans	and	languages,	in	their	territories	and	
nations.

Again,	let's	look	at	a	slide	to	illustrate	the	names	of	Semitic	nations:•

On	this	slide	there	are	13	more	descendants	of	Shem	that	form	nations.		This	brings	our	total	
to	26	sons	of	Shem	that	go	into	the	Table	of	nations.		Remember,	the	descendants	of	Japheth,	
Ham,	and	Shem	are	what	comprise	the	Biblical	world	view	of	nations.	It	doesn't	matter	what	
the	UN	says,	this	is	how	the	Bible	defines	the	nations	of	the	world.		Our	next	verse	is	going	to	
define	this	as	the	world	view	of	the	Bible	in	"Peshat"	or	plain	terms.		Let's	read	it	and	then	
discuss	our	findings.

•

32	These	are	the	clans	of	Noah's	sons,	according	to	their	lines	of	descent,	within	their	
nations.	From	these	the	nations	spread	out	over	the	earth after	the	flood.
This	verse	makes	it	plain	that	every	nation	on	earth	is	attributable	to	the	sons	of	Japheth,	
Ham,	and	Shem.		Now	let's	view	a	summary	of	those	nations	and	their	number:

•

The	Biblical	worldview	is	that	there	are	70	nations	in	the	world.		This	is	the	position	of	ancient	
Judaism	because	it	is	how	the	Torah	defines	the	nations	of	the	world.		This	should	not	be	
misconstrued	to	mean	that	there	are	not	other	peoples	or	lands,	but	only	to	mean	that	70	is	a	
number	that	represents	the	nations	of	the	world	as	they	descended	from	Japheth,	Ham,	and	
Shem.		Take	a	look	at	where	the	Holman	Bible	Atlas	says	these	nations	resided	in	the	time	of	
the	Patriarchs:

•

When	the	Bible	is	speaking	of	the	World,	most	of	the	time,	this	map	is	what	is	in	view.		The	
Land	of	Israel	is	in	the	center	of	it	and	is	the	focus	of	it.		There	are	times	when	more	distant	
lands	are	loosely	referred	to	but	the	map	you	are	looking	at	is	both	the	center	of	the	Biblical	
world	and	the	center	of	Biblical	prophecy.		Westerners	often	have	a	hard	time	with	this	
concept	because	America	is	in	the	center	of	our	maps.		However,	that	is	a	western	mindset	
and	this	is	an	eastern	book.		

•

We	have	an	enormous	amount	of	information	to	get	to	this	evening	but	it	is	worth	taking	a	
minute	to	cover	the	significance	of	70	in	the	Bible…	it	nearly	always	represents	the	Biblical	
world	in	some	way:

•

We	are	not	going	to	go	through	all	of	these	(but	you	should	and	that	is	why	we	are	providing	
this	list…	it	is	an	abbreviated	list…	but	you	should	study	these	out.)

•

Let's	look	at	a	few	from	the	Law,	Prophets,	and	Writings	then	talk	about	Newer	Testament	
implications:

•

This	Church	is	well	educated	and	you	are	aware	that	there	are	7	feasts	of	the	Lord	outlined	in	
the	Torah.		If	you	want	to	read	more	about	them	look	into	Leviticus	23.		Here	is	a	slide	to	
refresh	your	memory:

Numbers	29:12-40	is	an	in	depth	review	of	the	7th	feast	called	the	feast	of	Tabernacles	or	
"Sukkot".		To	put	this	into	perspective,	this	is	the	7th	feast	and	it	occurs	in	the	7th	month	that	
ends	the	cycle	of	the	Feasts	of	the	Lord	in	Israel.		More	than	that…	this	feast	is	occurring	just	
after	the	nation	of	Israel	is	atoned	for.		On	this	7	day	feast	burnt	offerings	are	prescribed.		The	
Bull	is	the	primary	offering	and	specific	numbers	are	given	each	day	to	be	offered	as	a	burnt	
offering.

•

We	have	summarized	the	burnt	offering	of	Bulls	on	Sukkot	for	you	in	this	slide:

Take	this	in	for	a	moment!		After	Israel	is	atoned	for	in	the	6th	feast,	then	Israel	offers	a	
descending	number	of	burnt	offering	every	day	for	7	days	until	a	total	of	70	Bulls	have	been	
offered.		This	is	because	Israel	and	the	Messiah	of	Israel	were	always	intended	to	provide	
salvation	to	every	nation	in	the	world.		On	the	feast	of	Sukkot,	Israel	celebrates	their	own	
deliverance	through	wanderings	and	the	coming	into	of	their	own	inheritance--- and	then	
makes	an	offering	for	every	nation	on	earth.		Perhaps	this	is	foreshadowing	the	way	that	
Adonai	uses	Israel	to	bless	the	world.

•

(Let's	look	at	a	few	in	the	prophets)

Judges	1:5–7	(NIVUK84)
5 It	was	there	that	they	found	Adoni-Bezek	and	fought	against	him,	putting	to	rout	the	
Canaanites	and	Perizzites.	6 Adoni-Bezek	fled,	but	they	chased	him	and	caught	him,	and	cut	off	
his	thumbs	and	big	toes.
7 Then	Adoni-Bezek	said,	“Seventy	kings	with	their	thumbs	and	big	toes	cut	off	have	picked	up	
scraps	under	my	table.	Now	God	has	paid	me	back	for	what	I	did	to	them.”	They	brought	him	
to	Jerusalem,	and	he	died	there.
After	the	death	of	Joshua	(who	bears	the	same	name	as	Jesus),	the	nation	of	Israel	is	faced	
with	a	battle.		The	men	of	Judah	and	Simeon	are	selected	to	go	and	fight	it.		They	encounter	a	
usurping	king	named	Adonai-Bezek.		Scholars	like	Unger's	Bible	Dictionary	point	out	that	this	
name	means	("false"	Lord	of	Lightning).		This	false	lord	of	lightning	had	cut	off	the	thumbs	and	
big	toes	of	70	kings.		It	is	hard	not	to	see	the	correlation	to	a	false	king	who	has	held	the	world	
captive	cutting	off	the	very	places	that	they	should	have	been	anointed	as	priests!		However,	
this	false	king	was	taken	to	Jerusalem	where	he	was	executed	and	he	personally	exclaimed:	
"Now	god	has	paid	me	back	for	what	I	did	to	them"

•

Here	is	another	one	from	the	Prophets:

1	Kings	7:49	(NIVUK84)
		49 the	lampstands	of	pure	gold	(five	on	the	right	and	five	on	the	left,	in	front	of	the	inner	
sanctuary);
		the	gold	floral	work	and	lamps	and	tongs;
When	Solomon	built	the	Temple	according	to	the	designs	that	he	was	given	from	David	and	
Samuel,	he	expanded	the	number	of	Menorah's	in	the	Temple.		This	is	because	the	sevenfold	
lampstand	first	revealed	to	Israel	was	not	for	Israel	alone.		The	Temple	would	be	a	house	of	
prayer	for	All	70	nations.		Look	at	this	slide	and	grasp	what	it	implies:

•

Adonai	wanted	His	nation	to	showcase	a	burning	light	of	God's	desire	to	save	men	from	the	70	
nations	on	earth!		

•

Look,	we	could	teach	you	that	during	the	days	of	Hezekiah	the	Temple	had	been	polluted	and	
Hezekiah	was	told to	offer	70	Bulls	(as	in	one	for	each	nation)	to	dedicate	the	people	and	the	
Temple	back	to	the	Lord	but	you	can	read	about	it	yourself	in	2	Chronicles	29.		Instead,	let	us	
show	you	the	unusual	place	that	this	revelation	came	from	and	how	it	affected	the	One	
Association.		

First,	the	understanding	of	the	traditional	view	of	Genesis	10	where	the	Bible	outlines	70	
nations,	became	a	solidly	held	belief	that	is	in	line	with	the	text	and	in	line	with	the	traditional	
Jewish	view	of	the	text.		Then	Pastor	Eric	was	reading	Exodus	15:27…	Let's	read	that	passage:

Exodus	15:27	(NIVUK84)
27 Then	they	came	to	Elim,	where	there	were	twelve	springs	and	seventy	palm	trees,	and	they	
camped	there	near	the	water.
The	twelve	tribes	of	Israel	had	just	been	saved	from	Egyptian	bondage	and	came	to	a	place	of	
bitter	waters.		However,	Adonai	showed	or	taught	Moses	about	a	piece	of	wood	and	when	
Moses	threw	it	into	the	bitter	waters	they	became	drinkable.		Then	the	12	Tribes	came	to	12	
springs	(which	is	what	the	Tribes	should	be…	springs	of	salvation)	and	the	12	springs	were	
feeding	70	palm	trees	(as	in	the	nations	of	the	world)!		

•

This	began	to	unlock	the	principle	that	Adonai	reveals	Himself	in	special	ways	to	the	Twelve	
Tribes	and	then	it	is	their	job	to	bring	that	revelation	to	every	nation	in	the	world,	like	12	
springs	feeding	the	70	palm	trees.		These	numbers	relate	to	many	of	the	stories	in	the	Tanakh	
but	they	also	relate	to	the	calling	of	the	12	Jewish	Apostles	and	then	70	disciples.

•

Consider:
Matthew	10:2–8	(ESV)
2 The	names	of	the	twelve	apostles	are	these:	first,	Simon,	who	is	called	Peter,	and	Andrew	his	
brother;	James	the	son	of	Zebedee,	and	John	his	brother;	3 Philip	and	Bartholomew;	Thomas	
and	Matthew	the	tax	collector;	James	the	son	of	Alphaeus,	and	Thaddaeus;	4 Simon	the	
Zealot,	and	Judas	Iscariot,	who	betrayed	him.	
5 These	twelve	Jesus	sent	out,	instructing	them,	“Go	nowhere	among	the	Gentiles and	enter	
no	town	of	the	Samaritans,	6 but go	rather	to	the	lost	sheep	of	the	house	of	Israel.	7 And	
proclaim	as	you	go,	saying,	‘The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	at	hand.’	8 Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	
cleanse	lepers,	cast	out	demons.	You	received	without	paying;	give	without	pay.

Jesus	designated	12	apostles	who	were	given	special	revelation	and	told	to	go	only	to	the	lost	
sheep	of	Israel.		In	fact,	they	were	told	specifically	not	to	go	among	Gentiles	(initially).		
However,	a	different	number	of	disciples	were	chosen	on	another	occasion	and	they	were	
given	a	similar	task	without	this	prohibition.		(Let's	read	it)

•

Luke	10:1–3	(NASB95)
										1						Now	after	this	the	Lord	appointed	seventy others,	and	sent	them	in	pairs	ahead	of	
Him	to	every	city	and	place	where	He	Himself	was	going	to	come.	
										2						And	He	was	saying	to	them,	“The	harvest	is	plentiful,	but	the	laborers	are	few;	
therefore	beseech	the	Lord	of	the	harvest	to	send	out	laborers	into	His	harvest.	
										3						“Go;	behold,	I	send	you	out	as	lambs	in	the	midst	of	wolves.

So	then,	initially,	there	were	twelve	given	the	special	task	of	getting	Israel	in	line	with	the	
redemptive	plan	of	salvation	and	then	at	a	later	date	there	were	70	(one	for	every	nation	in	
the	world).		

•

Look	this	message	is	prolific	in	the	Bible	and	it	is	close	to	our	hearts	but	we	also	have	the	task	
of	teaching	the	actual	text	of	Genesis	10	and	11	tonight,	so	we	are	going	to	return	to	that	
endeavor.

•

As	we	moved	through	the	text	of	10,	we	skipped	some	notable	things	that	we	would	like	to	
mention	before	going	into	Chapter	11.

The	first	is	that	a	careful	examination	of	Genesis	10	will	reveal	that	the	descendants	of	
Ham	(who	saw	his	father's	nakedness)	produced	more	enemies	of	Israel	than	any	other	
group.

•

The	second	is	that	among	the	descendants	of	Ham,	his	son	Canaan	produced	more	named	
enemies	occupying	the	promised	land	at	the	time	of	Israel's	entry	than	any	other	group.		
Canaan's	descendants	are	even	named	in	conjunction	with	the	mention	of	Sodom	and	
Gomorrah	within	Genesis	10.		We	made	the	case	in	the	last	session	that	Canaan	was	the	
product	of	sexual	immorality	and	the	book	of	Leviticus	confirms	that	the	sons	who	came	
from	him	and	settled	within	the	borders	of	the	promised	land	were	guilty	of	the	most	
grotesque	kinds	of	sexual	immorality.	Let's	just	point	to	a	few	and	the	corresponding	
Scriptures.

•

Take	a	second	look	at	one	of	the	slides	with	red	names	on	it:	(Read	vs	15-19)

The	Hittites,	Girgashites,	Amorites,	Hivites,	and	probably	every	other	son	of	Canaan	who	can	
be	grouped	under	the		name	Canaanite	were	all	named	as	within	the	Land	of	Israel	in	
Deuteronomy	7:1.		Moreover,	look	at	what	Leviticus	says	about	why	the	land	vomited	them	
out.		After	listing	sexual	sins	such	as	homosexuality,	adultery,	sex	within	a	menstrual	cycle,	
bestiality,	etc.,	Leviticus	18	says:

•

Leviticus	18:24–25	(ESV)
24 “Do	not	make	yourselves	unclean	by	any	of	these	things,	for	by	all	these	the	nations	I	am	
driving	out	before	you	have	become	unclean,	25 and	the	land	became	unclean,	so	that	I	
punished	its	iniquity,	and	the	land	vomited	out	its	inhabitants.
Our	point	in	bringing	this	up	is	only	to	emphasize	that	nearly	every	enemy	of	Israel	came	into	
existence	or	is	associated	with	sexual	immorality	in	some	way.

•

We	are	anxious	to	talk	to	you	about	Nimrod,	who	is	arguably	the	first	anti-Christ	like	figure	in	
the	Bible,	but	before	we	get	to	that	particular	descendant	of	Ham…	We	wanted	to	point	out	a	
few	side	comments	that	Moses	made	about	descendants	of	Shem:
Eber	was	mentioned	three	times	in	Genesis	10	and	is	widely	considered	to	be	the	origin	of	the	
name	"Hebrew".		The	New	Unger's	Bible	Dictionary	and	many	other	sources	link	his	name	to	
the	origin	of	the	word	"Hebrew".

•

Secondly,	Shem's	descendant	Peleg	(in	Genesis	10:25)	name	means	"division"	and	the	text	
says,	"in	his	days	the	earth	was	divided".		This	seems	to	refer	to	the	timing	of	the	Tower	of	
Babel	incident	that	we	are	about	to	encounter.		If	that	is	the	case	then	its	timing	was	4	
generations	from	the	flood.

•

Now	let's	speak	about	the	most	notorious	of	Ham's	descendants	in	preparation	for	Genesis	11:

Nimrod	is	a	fascinating	figure	in	the	scriptures. There	are	only	4	verses	here	dedicated	to	him	
but	keep	this	in	mind…we	are	talking	about	the	establishing	of	all	the	nations	on	
earth. Countless	people	live	and	die	during	this	time	and	not	a	single	one	of	them	does	Moses	
the	writer	stop	to	talk	about. There	are	only	two	people	focused	on	out	of	the	70	nations	that	
are	talked	about.	Nimrod	who	founds	Babylon	and	Abram	who	escapes	it	and	fathers	Israel.

The	father	of	Babylon	and	the	father	of	Israel.
2	opposing	armies•
2	opposing	cities•
2	opposing	women:	one	a	pure	bride	and	the	other	a	whore•

Since	you	know	that	Genesis	is	the	seed	book	and	it	contains	the	introduction	of	every	major	
Biblical	topic,	we	want	to	draw	your	attention	to	the	major	themes	that	are	established	in	
these	few	verses:

Nimrod	is	an	empire	building	antigod	figure. He	stands	opposed	to	God	and	builds	His	own	
Kingdom	in	opposition	to	God.

Let's	reread	the	passage	from	Genesis	10	that	speaks	about	Nimrod:

New	International	Version	(NIV)	1984:
Genesis	10:8-12
8	Cush	was	the	father	of	Nimrod,	who	grew	to	be	a	mighty	warrior	on	the	earth.	9	He	was	a	
mighty	hunter	before	the	LORD;	that	is	why	it	is	said,	"Like	Nimrod,	a	mighty	hunter	before	the	
LORD."	10	The	first	centers	of	his	kingdom	were	Babylon,	Erech,	Akkad,	and	Calneh,	in	Shinar.	
11	From	that	land	he	went	to	Assyria,	where	he	built	Nineveh,	Rehoboth	Ir,	Calah	12	and	
Resen,	which	is	between	Nineveh	and	Calah;	that	is	the	great	city.

In	this	passage	it	is	mentioned	three	different	times	that	Nimrod	was	mighty,	twice	as	a	hunter	
and	another	time	as	a	warrior.	Twice	it	uses	the	phrase	before	the	Lord.

•

We	also	learn	something	fascinating.		Nimrod	had	a	kingdom.	This	is	the	first	time	someone	
has	established	a	kingdom.

•

		
Think	about	this	phrase	"the	first	centers	of	his	kingdom"

Multiple	centers	of	his	kingdom	over	time.○
This	man	expanded	his	kingdom	to	encompass	other	people's	land.		He	took	over	and	
made	it	his	own.		One	of	the	centers	of	his	kingdom	was	Babylon…Babylon!		

○

•

Although	you	may	not	be	too	familiar	with	Shinar	mentioned	in	verse	10,	we	will	
learn	in	chapter	11	that	this	was	the	site	of	the	tower	of	Babel.

○

Another	place	that	he	aggressively	expanded	into	was	Assyria.		He	built	Nineveh…Are	
you	catching	that?		These	are	extraordinarily	significant	locations	throughout	
Scripture.

○

Let’s	pause	for	a	second	and	get	a	few	refreshers	on	the	Babylonian	empire	throughout	the	
scriptures:

In	Genesis	12:1	which	we	will	get	to	next	week,	The	story	of	Abraham	begins	with	him	being	
called	out	of	Ur	of	the	Chaldees	which	is	Babylon	(Jeremiah	50:1	among	other	passages	and	
scholarly	attestations	show	us	that)

In	Jeremiah	51	and	Isaiah	48	we	see	God	speaking	to	the	people	through	the	prophets	to	flee	
from	Babylon,	to	leave	the	Babylonians	and	not	be	destroyed	because	of	her	sins.

By	the	time	we	get	to	the	Newer	Testament	2	Cor.	6:17	and	Revelation	18:4,	the	kingdom	of	
Babylon	has	become	the	symbol	of	ultimate	rebellion	against	God…and	at	the	end	of	days	it	
has	affected	the	entire	world.		And	Nimrod	was	it's	founder,	and	its	where	God	calls	Abraham	
and	his	family	out	of.	

Let's	get	a	quick	refresher	on	Assyria:	(Read	the	whole	slide)

Did	you	catch	the	language	“the	Assyrian”	We	see	this	same	usage	of	“The	Assyrian”	in	Isaiah	
14:25,	31:8,	10:5-12,	AND	52:4.
		
When	it	says,	and	he	shall	deliver	us	from	the	Assyrian	this	is	prophetic	in	nature. And	did	you	
catch	what	the	land	of	Assyria	is	referred	to	as? The	land	of	Nimrod.

Potentially	1200	years	after	Nimrod,	the	land	of	Assyria	is	still	being	referred	to	prophetically	
as	the	land	of	Nimrod. Harkening	back	to	the	origin	of	his	kingship	in	Assyria,	coming	into	the	
land	and	treading	within	the	borders.	Even	at	the	end	of	days	The	Assyrian	from	the	land	of	
Nimrod	is	still	involved	in	tyrannical	oppression.

Let’s	remember	a	few	things	about	Assyria	and	Babylon.
Assyria	was	the	first	Kingdom	to	come	and	besiege	and	conquer	northern	Israel. And	what	
Assyria	could	not	do	to	Judah,	Babylon	did.

Take	a	look	at	Jeremiah	50:17	(Read	whole	slide)

Nimrod	is	at	the	root	of	both	of	these	oppressive	global	powers.•

Something	interesting	emerges	as	well	when	we	take	a	look	at	Nimrod’s	origin	story	in	the	
Septuagint.

The	same	word	that	was	used	in	Genesis	6:4	referring	to	the	Nephilim	(strongs	G1095.2)	is	
used	to	describe	Nimrod	“a	giant”.		Its	in	v.8	once	and	verse	9	twice. It’s	also	in	1	Chronicles	
1:10.

Now	we	aren’t	saying	definitively	that	Nimrod	was	a	giant,	but	what	we	are	saying	is	that	
when	the	most	brilliant	Greek	and	Hebrew	scholars	of	the	3rd	century	BC	chose	the	best	word	
they	could	to	describe	what	this	man	was,	they	chose	the	same	word	used	to	describe	the	
Nephilim	who	were	trying	to	make	a	name	for	themselves.

Lastly	before	we	move	on,	let’s	take	a	look	at	this	phrase	“mighty	hunter	before	the	Lord”.
The	84	NIV,	the	BSB,	the	ISV	and	the	NET	contain	a	footnote	that	all	arrive	at	this	same	place:

"Before	the	LORD":	The	Hebrew	expression	can	mean	"in	the	LORD’s	sight,"	but	also	"in	
defiance	of	the	LORD." The	latter	fits	the	context	of	Nimrod	as	a	great	warrior-king	who	
builds	cities	and	founds	empires	that	are	enemies	of	God.

•

It	seems	the	difference	for	scholars,	as	to,	whether	they	choose	"in	the	Lord’s	sight"	or	the	
alternative	"in	defiance	of	the	Lord"….	is	if	they	determined	his	actions	to	be	in	line	with	the	
will	of	God	or	against	it.			But	the	fact	remains	that	the	Hebrew	words	reflect	the	concept	of	
"In	His	(the	Lord)’s	face."		We	leave	it	up	to	you	to	decide	what	is	meant	by	that	phrase	in	this	
case	but	remember	that	every	tree	is	known	by	its	fruit	over	time	and	Nimrod	is	a	known	
quantity.

Let’s	put	all	of	these	together	to	summarize	Nimrod:

Nimrod	was	a	mighty	hunter	in	opposition	to	the	Lord…making	a	name	for	himself,	at	the	very	
least,	giant-like	in	his	wicked	ambitions.

•

His	kingdom	was	centered	around	THE symbol	for	global	rebellion	which	he	founded. He	
aggressively	expanded	into	Assyria	which	would	also	grow	into	an	oppressor	for	the	people	of	
Israel.

•

Take	note	of	what	Rashi	says	concerning	Nimrod:	"He	caused	the	entire	world	to	rebel	against	
the	holy	one…with	the	plan	of	the	generation	of	the	Dispersion. He	intended	to	provoke	Him	
(The	Lord)	to	His	face."

•

As	we	move	into	Genesis	11	the	construction	of	the	tower	of	Babel	takes	place	in	the	center	of	
this	mighty	warriors	kingdom.

Genesis 11

1	Now	the	whole	world	had	one	language	and	a	common	speech.	

2	As	men	moved	eastward,	they	found	a	plain	in	Shinar	and	settled	there.	

Remember	the	beginning	of	Nimrod's	kingdom	was	Babylon,	Erech,	Akkad,	Calneh,	in	the	
land	of	Shinar.		Genesis	11	does	not	mention	Nimrod,	but	it	seems	fairly	obvious	that	his	
presentation	in	Genesis	10	was	preparatory	for	this	story.		It	is	more	than	reasonable	to	
consider	him	and	his	kingdom	center	as	central	to	this	story.

•

The	tower	that	is	about	to	be	built	is	the	Tower	of	Babel	in	the	land	of	Shinar.		•

3	They	said	to	each	other,	"Come,	let's	make	bricks	and	bake	them	thoroughly."	They	used	
brick	instead	of	stone,	and	tar	for	mortar.
4	Then	they	said,	"Come,	let	us	build	ourselves	a	city,	with	a	tower	that	reaches	to	the	
heavens,	so	that	we	may	make	a	name	for	ourselves	and	not	be	scattered	over	the	face	of	
the	whole	earth."	

The	first	thing	that	you	should	notice	is	the	direct	defiance	to	God's	command	to	both	
Adam	and	Noah	to	"multiple	and	fill	the	earth".		What	is	happening	here	is	not	spreading	
out	to	fill	the	earth	but	unifying	in	one	place	to	rebel	against	God	and	His	commands.

•

The	second	thing	that	you	should	notice	is	that	the	declaration	of	the	people	is	make	a	
name	for	themselves!		This	language	is	strongly	reminiscent	of	the	Nephilim	in	Genesis	6	
who	were	men	of	renown	or	in	Hebrew	men	of	"Name".		In	Genesis	6	they	were	not	men	
of	God's	name	but	rather	their	own	name…	that	is	what	is	happening	here.		These	men	
want	to	make	a	name	for	themselves.

•

The	third	thing	that	you	should	notice	is	that	they	want	to	reach	the	heavens.		It	is	a	
mistake	to	think	of	this	as	simple	a	tall	tower.		This	is	an	attempt	to	contact	the	"heavenly	
powers"	probably	in	the	form	of	a	ziggurat.		In	Genesis	6	the	heavenly	power	made	an	
unauthorized	contact	with	earth.		Now	in	Genesis	11	the	men	are	attempting	to	make	an	
unauthorized	contact	with	the	heavenly	powers.

•

Let	us	show	you	a	slide	from	the	BKC	to	give	you	a	little	more	back	ground	on	the	connections	
between	Babel	and	Babylon,	because	they	are	the	same	place	and	Genesis	11	is	giving	you	the	
origin	story	of	Babylon:

(Read	whole	slide)

God's	sense	of	humor	really	shines	in	this	account.		Babylon	was	founded	in	a	rebellious	event.		
They	consider	their	city	to	be	"the	gate	of	God"	but	in	Hebrew	even	the	name	sounds	like	
"confusion".		

They	hoped	to	establish	a	city	with	access	to	the	gods.		They	hoped	to	build	a	tower	
that	reaches	the	heavens.		

○

They	hoped	to	avoid	being	scattered	over	the	earth.		○
They	hoped	to	build	a	name	for	themselves.○

•

All	of	those	things	represent	lost	mans'	effort	to	save	himself.		Now	consider	the	results	of	
their	efforts:		

They	founded	a	city	of	confusion.		○
Their	tower	never	reached	heaven	and	was	destroyed.		○
Their	attempt	to	avoid	being	scattered	actually	caused	their	scattering.		○
Lastly,	the	name	they	hoped	to	build	for	themselves	ended	in	infamy.○

•

Let's	walk	you	through	this	just	for	fun…	In	Genesis	6	rebellious	heavenly	powers	contact	
mankind	in	unholy	ways.		In	Genesis	11	rebellious	men	try	to	re-establish	contact	with	those	
heavenly	powers	in	unholy	ways.		In	Genesis	12,	Adonai	contacts	a	man	on	earth	that	he	will	
build	His	nation,	Israel,	through.		Abram	is	told	that	he	will	become	a	great	nation	and	that	his	
name	will	be	great.

•

In	Genesis	28,	the	man	named	Jacob	is	called	Israel	after	the	Lord	reveals	a	ladder	set	up	on	
the	earth,	and	the	top	of	it	reached	heaven.		"And	behold	the	angels	of	God	were	ascending	
and	descending	on	it!		And	behold,	Yahweh	stood	above	it	and	said,	I	am	the	Lord,	the	God	of	
Abraham	your	father	and	the	God	of	Isaac."

•

Can	you	appreciate	the	symmetry	involved	in	this	story.		Gen	6	and	Gen	11	are	rebellions	but	
Genesis	12	and	Genesis	28	are	Yahweh's	own	initiatives	with	His	nation	Israel.		Everything	that	
Babylon	wanted	to	accomplish	in	rebellion	was	given	to	Israel	over	time	through	faith	and	
loving	submission.		When	you	think	about	it	Babylon	was	an	attempt	to	build	a	corrupted	or	
perverted	Jerusalem.		Both	are	cities…	Both	had	Temples…	Both	were	to	be	in	contact	with	the	
heavens…	Both	built	a	Name!		However,	Jerusalem	is	the	city	of	God's	name	and	not	men's	
name.		Better	yet,	Jerusalem	will	be	the	site	of	Jesus	(the	God-man's)	throne!

•

5	But	the	Lord	came	down	to	see	the	city	and	the	tower	that	the	men	were	building.	
It	is	ironic	that	mans	best	attempt	to	contact	rebellious	spiritual	powers	is	still	something	that	
God	has	to	come	"down"	to	see.		This	speaks	a	powerful	message	about	His	ways	being	
"higher"	than	our	ways!

•

6	The	Lord	said,	"If	as	one	people	speaking	the	same	language	they	have	begun	to	do	this,	
then	nothing	they	plan	to	do	will	be	impossible	for	them.

Remember	in	Genesis	6	the	earth	was	filled	with	violence	and	the	Lord	saved	only	8	people	
that	comprised	Noah's	family.		The	end	of	the	event	was	marked	with	a	promise	to	never	flood	
the	earth	again.		It	seems	that	we	are	in	a	similar	situation	of	unified	rebellion	and	violence,	
but	this	time	the	Lord	is	not	going	to	use	a	flood	to	answer	the	problem.		Instead,	He	takes	a	
different	action.

•

7	Come,	let	us	go	down	and	confuse	their	language	so	they	will	not	understand	each	other."	

Did	you	notice	that	this	language	is	in	the	plural?		Who	is	the	Lord	speaking	to?		Whoever,	the	
"us"	is…	is	involved	in	descending	and	confusing	the	languages	of	the	nations.		We	will	try	to	
answer	the	question	for	you	as	we	go,	but	this	is	a	global	intervention	that	is	not	unlike	the	
flood.		It	is	just	another	means	to	prevent	unified	rebellion.

•

8	So	the	Lord	scattered	them	from	there	over	all	the	earth,	and	they	stopped	building	the	
city.	

In	this	verse	the	70	nations	were	scattered	all	over	the	earth	and	the	unified	plans	of	
those	nations	were	thwarted.

•

9	That	is	why	it	was	called	Babel—because	there	the	Lord	confused	the	language	of	the	
whole	world.	From	there	the	Lord	scattered	them	over	the	face	of	the	whole	earth.

The	Tower	of	Babel	event	was	the	second	time	that	all	of	mankind	was	in	open	rebellion	to	
Yahweh.		Genesis	10	enumerates	the	seventy	nations	and	then	moves	into	this	story	so	that	
you	understand	that	it	is	a	similar	situation	to	Genesis	6.		

•

Immediately	after	the	story	of	Babel,	the	Biblical	text	returns	to	discussing	the	descendants	of	
Shem.		There	is	an	astounding	reason	for	this	that	the	author	has	been	leading	us	to	since	our	
opening	verse.		

•

While	Genesis	10	shows	us	the	origin	of	every	nation	on	earth,	there	is	one	nation	that	was	
not	part	of	the	70	included	in	the	Table	of	Nations.		That's	because	it	did	not	exist	yet	and	God	
is	going	to	supernaturally	birth	it	through	the	barrenness	of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.

•

God's	solution	to	the	defection	of	the	70	nations	was	to	establish	a	single	nation	that	would	be	
his	trusted	and	treasured	possession,	Israel.		Israel	is	unique	among	the	nations	of	the	world	
and	the	Bible	says	so.		To	understand	this	we	have	to	jump	ahead	slightly	in	our	text:

•

Gen	12:1-2
12	The	Lord	had	said	to	Abram,	"Leave	your	country,	your	people	and	your	father's	household	
and	go	to	the	land	I	will	show	you.	

2	"I	will	make	you	into	a great	nation
and	I	will	bless	you;
I	will	make	your	name	great,
and	you	will	be	a	blessing.	
NIV

Adonai	called	Abram	to	leave	the	general	region	of	the	previous	rebellion	to	be	made	into	a	
great	nation	that	Adonai	wanted	to	supernaturally	birth.		The	Genesis	account	records	that	
Abram,	Isaac,	and	Jacob	all	had	difficulty	bearing	children	and	thus	God's	hand	would	be	seen	
clearly	in	producing	a	nation	from	this	special	family.

•

Let's	jump	forward	again	in	time	to	Moses'	day	after	the	nation	was	fully	formed	and	had	
come	out	of	Egypt.		This	will	help	you	understand	the	bigger	picture	and	how	it	relates	to	what	
we	have	been	reading:

•

(read	whole	slide)

Deuteronomy	32	records	Moses	speaking	to	things	in	heaven	and on	earth.		The	text	then	
details	the	faithlessness	of	mankind	for	7	verses	while	extoling	the	virtues	of	Yahweh.		Then	in	
verse	8,	Moses	references	the	division	of	mankind.

The	only	event	recorded	in	the	Bible	that	Moses	could	be	referencing	is	the	Tower	of	
Babel	incident.		This	is	the	only	time	in	the	Torah	that	a	division	of	all	mankind	
occurred.

○

When	referencing	the	Tower	of	Babel	incident,	Moses	refers	to:

The	nations	being	given	an	inheritance◊
Mankind	was	divided	into	separate	groups◊
Mankind	being	given	borders◊
Then	he	says	this	was	done	according	to	the	number	of	the	"Sons	of	
God"	or	Beniah	Ha	Elohim.

◊

○

•

That,	in	itself,	is	pretty	amazing	and	it	will	take	a	little	explanation;	but	before	we	get	there	
notice	that	Moses	also	says	in	verse	9	"But	the	Lord's	portion	is	his	people,	Jacob	his	allotted	
heritage.		We	are	going	to	explain	those	terms	but	we	have	a	lot	to	unpack.		Let's	start	with	
this	concept:

Only	one	nation	was	the	portion	of	the	Lord…	the	others	were	given	over	to	another	
party.	(we	will	explain	that	shortly)

○

•

Time	is	not	going	to	permit	us	to	teach	everything	that	there	is	to	know	about	the	celestial	
powers,	but	we	do	want	you	to	know	that	the	term	Beniah	Ha	Elohim	in	Deuteronomy	is	the	
same	term	used	of	Angelic	powers	in	Genesis	6.		Genesis	6	was	the	beginnings	of	the	first	
worldwide	rebellion	and	Genesis	11	is	the	recording	of	the	second.		

•

It	is	interesting	to	note	that	Jashar	mentions	70	Beniah	Ha	Elohim	present	at	the	Tower	of	
Babel…	The	point	seems	to	be	that	there	was	one	angelic	power	that	would	correspond	to	
each	nation	and	that	the	Lord	would	reserve	Israel	for	Himself.		(Let's	read	from	and	ancient	
Jewish	source	concerning	the	Tower	of	Babel	incident)

•

(read	whole	slide)

The	idea	that	God	has	a	council	of	70	angelic	beings	is	not	foreign	to	Jewish	thought	or	
literature.		In	fact,	it	is	prolific	in	Jewish	writings	and	the	existence	of	a	heavenly	council	is	
demonstrable	in	the	Bible.		As	you	think	about	that,	consider	this	verse	from	Deuteronomy:

•

Deut	4:19-20	(NIV)

19	And	when	you	look	up	to	the	sky	and	see	the	sun,	the	moon	and	the	stars	— all	the	
heavenly	array— do	not	be	enticed	into	bowing	down	to	them and	worshiping	things	the	
Lord	your	God	has	apportioned	to	all	the	nations	under	heaven.	20	But	as	for	you,	the	Lord	
took	you	and	brought	you	out	of	the	iron-smelting	furnace,	out	of	Egypt,	to	be	the	people	of	
his	inheritance,	as	you	now	are.	
This	passage	in	Deuteronomy	clearly	says	that	the	heavenly	array	that	is	worshipped	was	
apportioned	by	God	to	all	the	nations.		Then	Israel	is	contrasted	with	those	nations	and	said	to	
be	the	inheritance	of	God.

•

To	understand	the	full	import	of	this	line	of	thought,	it	is	necessary	to	understand	the	meaning	
of	the	word	for	inheritance	in	this	passage.	The	Hebrew	word	is	"Cheleq":

•

The	nation	of	Israel	was	the	creation	of	God	and	the	Lord's	spoils	of	War	in	conflict	with	the	
gods	of	other	nations.		Exodus	12:12	reveals	God	judging	the	gods	of	Egypt	as	he	redeemed	his	
people	and	Genesis	11	probably	indicates	that	at	the	same	moment	the	other	70	nations	were	
apportioned	to	various	celestial	power…	Israel	would	be	brought	into	existence	for	Yahweh	
and	Yahweh	alone.

•

Do	you	remember	verse	9	of	Deuteronomy	32-- It	said,	"But	the	LORD's	portion	is	his	people,	
Jacob	his	allotted	heritage"

The	first	word,	translated	as	portion	is	"cheleq"	meaning	Israel	is	God's	portion	from	
war	or	the	spoils	of	war.

○

The	second	word,	translated	as	heritage	is	this	the	Hebrew	word	"Nahlah":○

•

This	means	that	Israel	is	both	the	portion	of	the	Lord	by	means	of	warfare	and	Israel	is	the	
inheritance	of	the	Lord	as	in	property	obtained	by	him.		This	may	not	seem	significant	to	you	
until	you	realize	that	this	is	not	said	of	the	other	nations	in	the	world.

•

In	fact,	Adonai,	may	have	temporarily	surrendered	the	other	nations	to	their	own	rebellious	
ideas	and	renegade	spiritual	powers	that	they	subjected	themselves	to.		But	Israel	was	
brought	into	existence	separately	from	the	70	nations	and	would	be	God's	"cheleq"	and	
"Nachlah"	meaning	spoils	of	war	and	inheritance.

•

Since	this	is	a	mind	boggling	subject,	to	better	understand	this…	Consider	this	verse:

1	Kings	8:53	(ESV)
53 For	you	separated them	from	among	all	the	peoples	of	the	earth	to	be	your	heritage,	as	
you	declared	through	Moses	your	servant,	when	you	brought	our	fathers	out	of	Egypt,	O	Lord	
GOD.”
This	passage	clearly	identifies	Israel	as	the	Lord's	heritage	(Hebrew	"Nachlah")	and	says	that	
they	were	specifically	separated	from	the	peoples	of	the	earth	in	this	regard.

•

This	thought	is	not	an	isolated	one	in	the	Tanak.		Here	are	a	few	passages	for	you	to	research	
in	your	own	time	that	feature	the	same	words	and	concepts:

•

The	Newer	Testament	also	clearly	says	that	Adonai	let	the	disobedient	nations	go	there	own	
way	(see	Acts	14:15-17		and		Acts	17:29-31).		This	presumably	means	that	they	were	given	
over	to	their	own	rebellion	and	to	a	group	of	celestial	powers	who	led	them	into	more	
disobedience.		However,	Yahweh	singled	out	the	nation	that	He	would	work	with	to	bring	
about	His	plan	of	redemption	and	that	nation	is	Israel.			Genesis	10-11	gives	you	the	Nations	of	
the	world	and	the	worldwide	rebellion.		The	later	half	of	Genesis	11	and	into	12	gives	you	the	
supernatural	birth	of	Israel	and	how	God	will	redeem	it	all.

•

Through	the	years	of	studying	and	teaching	these	things.		Christians	are	consistently	off	put	by	
two	facets.		

The	first	is	that	they	were	not	born	into	the	one	nation	on	earth	that	God	chose	for	
his	own	possession.		To	that	we	say	that	you	can	be	supernatural	birthed	into	the	
destiny	of	the	nation	Israel	.		

○

The	second	is	that	they	have	trouble	accepting	that	there	is	a	council	of	celestial	
beings	that	is	complex	and	also	corruptible.		Most	Christians	have	an	overly	
simplified	and	Sunday	school	(ish)	view	of	heavenly	powers.		To	that	we	say,	read	
your	Bible	more!		The	Bible	presents	Yahweh	as	the	God	of	gods…	the	Most	High	
God…	a	survey	of	the	text	reveals	a	far	more	complex	spiritual	world	than	you	were	
taught	in	Sunday	School.			

○

•

Before	we	leave	this	topic,	let	us	give	you	a	place	to	start	in	Psalm	82.		In	this	Psalm	(and	many	
others)	Yahweh	addresses	the	errors	of	the	lessor	gods	and	His	displeasure	with	them.		He	
even	pronounces	judgement	and	says	they	will	die	like	mere	men.

•

Ps	82	(ESV)

82		God	has	taken	his	place	in	the	divine	council;
in	the	midst	of	the	gods	he	holds	judgment:
2	"How	long	will	you	judge	unjustly
and	show	partiality	to	the	wicked?
Selah
This	should	not	be	taken	as	mere	metaphor.		The	Psalmist	is	writing	under	Divine	inspiration	
and	he	clearly	places	Adonai	in	the	midst	of	a	divine	council.		More	than	that…	Adonai	is	there	
to	render	a	judgment.

•

The	indictment	against	the	lessor	gods	is	that	they	judge	or	rule	in	an	unjust	manner.		The	
primary	problem	is	that	they	show	partiality	and	favor	to	the	wicked.

•

If	what	we	have	been	saying	is	true,	then	the	Tower	of	Babel	is	the	most	likely	place	that	
nations	of	men	were	given	over	to	be	ruled	by	lessor	gods.		Those	lessor	gods	were	intended	
to	lead	the	nations	justly	but	became	as	corrupt	as	the	people	they	were	leading.		This	Psalm	
would	be	Adonai	calling	them	into	account	and	ultimately	pronouncing	judgement	on	them.

•

3		Give	justice	to	the	weak	and	the	fatherless;
maintain	the	right	of	the	afflicted	and	the	destitute.
4		Rescue	the	weak	and	the	needy;
deliver	them	from	the	hand	of	the	wicked."
Verses	3	and	4	is	speaking	of	the	kind	of	things	that	Adonai	would	expect	anyone	who	
represent	Him	to	do.		Apparently	these	angelic	beings	did	not	act	in	accordance	with	His	desire	
and	will…	just	as	man	made	in	His	image	did	not	act	in	accordance	with	His	desire	and	Will.

•

5		They	have	neither	knowledge	nor	understanding,
they	walk	about	in	darkness;
all	the	foundations	of	the	earth	are	shaken.
Verse	5	is	a	proclamation	about	the	state	of	man	as	a	result	of	man's	own	rebellion	and	the	
lessor	celestial	powers	leading	them	further	into	darkness.

•

6		I	said,	"You	are	gods,
sons	of	the	Most	High,	all	of	you;
7	nevertheless,	like	men	you	shall	die,
and	fall	like	any	prince."		
This	would	be	the	judgement	of	Adonai	on	the	lessor	gods.		He	is	telling	them	that	they	will	
suffer	a	fate	that	is	just	like	mortal	men.		By	the	way,	read	Daniel	10:13	or	10:20-21	and	you	
will	see	angelic	beings	called	princes	just	as	this	verse	refers	to	them.

•

8		Arise,	O	God,	judge	the	earth;
for	you	shall	inherit	all	the	nations!	
ESV
This	is	the	Psalmist	agreeing	with	what	He	is	witnessing	in	the	heavens.		This	is	his	
acknowledgement	that	Yahweh	has	made	a	declaration	against	the	gods	of	the	nations.		It	is	
also	a	declaration	of	war	because	Adonai	is	going	to	reclaim	the	disinherited	nations	that	were	
separated	from	Him	at	Babel.

•

Look	these	things	are	deep	and	our	time	is	limited…	just	as	food	for	thought.		Perhaps	you	
should	think	of	God	as	having	supernaturally	birthed	Israel	for	the	purpose	of	producing	
Messiah.		Jesus	is	the	true	Beth	El	or	"House	of	God"	and	John	1:51	features	Jesus	saying:	"You	
will	see	heaven	open	and	angels	ascending	and	descending	on	the	son	of	man".		Perhaps	you	
should	think	of	the	event	at	Pentecost	as	a	reversal	of	Babel.	

•

In	Babel,	God	dispersed	the	nations○

In	Pentecost,	God	gathered	the	Israelites	and	sent	them	to	the	nations○

In	Babel,	God	confused	the	languages	of	the	nations○

In	Pentecost,	God	supernaturally	enabled	Israelites	to	understand	the	languages	
brought	from	the	nations

○

In	Babel,	the	people	were	trying	to	access	the	Heavens	in	unauthorized	ways○

In	Pentecost,	the	people	were	accessed	by	the	Heavens	in	authorized	supernatural	
ways.

○

In	Babel,	the	Tower	lifted	up	to	the	heavens	was	a	symbol	of	rebellion○

In	Jesus,	the	Man-God	lifted	up	to	the	heavens	is	the	stairway	to	Heaven	and	the	
gateway	of	God	for	all	men	to	be	saved.

○

As	we	prepare	to	engage	the	last	section	of	our	text	remember	that	the	author	introduced	the	
whole	narrative	of	Genesis	10	and	11	by		telling	us	that	we	were	going	to	talk	about	Shem,	
Ham,	and	Japheth…	then	the	author	told	us	about	Japheth,	Ham,	some	of	Shem	descendants,	
then	the	Tower	of	Babel…	and	now	we	are	going	to	return	to	Shem's	descendants.		There	is	a	
good	reason	for	this!		Shem	was	always	the	point	and	is	the	solution	to	the	problems	
presented	by	the	70	nations.		Here	is	how	one	commentator	summarized	the	situation:

•

(read	whole	slide)

The	solution	is	a	particular	family	of	Faith	established	by	God	that	will	produce	Israel,	Israel's	
Messiah,	and	accomplish	Israel's	destiny	in	blessing	the	world.

•

Now	we	will	return	to	the	author's	original	intent	and	see	the	contraction	down	to	Abram	out	
of	all	Shem's	descendants.		This	is	the	beginning	of	the	solution	that	the	original	audience	
would	have	longed	for	and	anticipated.		This	is	the	last	prelude	to	the	supernatural	birth	of	the	
nation	of	Abraham.

From	Shem	to	Abram	

10	This	is	the	account	of	Shem.

Two	years	after	the	flood,	when	Shem	was	100	years	old,	he	became	the	father	of	Arphaxad.	
11	And	after	he	became	the	father	of	Arphaxad,	Shem	lived	500	years	and	had	other	sons	
and	daughters.

12	When	Arphaxad	had	lived	35	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Shelah.	13	And	after	he	
became	the	father	of	Shelah,	Arphaxad	lived	403	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.

14	When	Shelah	had	lived	30	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Eber.	15	And	after	he	became	
the	father	of	Eber,	Shelah	lived	403	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.

16	When	Eber	had	lived	34	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Peleg.	17	And	after	he	became	the	
father	of	Peleg,	Eber	lived	430	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.
18	When	Peleg	had	lived	30	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Reu.	19	And	after	he	became	the	
father	of	Reu,	Peleg	lived	209	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.

20	When	Reu	had	lived	32	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Serug.	21	And	after	he	became	the	
father	of	Serug,	Reu	lived	207	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.
22	When	Serug	had	lived	30	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Nahor.	23	And	after	he	became	
the	father	of	Nahor,	Serug	lived	200	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.

24	When	Nahor	had	lived	29	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Terah.	25	And	after	he	became	
the	father	of	Terah,	Nahor	lived	119	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.
26	After	Terah	had	lived	70	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Abram,	Nahor	and	Haran.

27	This	is	the	account	of	Terah.

These	are	a	bunch	of	names	and	figures	but	you	should	notice	the	similarity	with	Genesis	6's	
comments	about	Noah	who	at	500	years	old	became	the	father	of	Shem,	Ham,	and	Japheth.		
The	text	is	repeating	a	pattern.		We	are	now	being	told	that	after	Terah	was	70	he	had	Abram,	
Nahor,	and	Haran.		One	of	these	men	will	further	the	plan	of	redemption	for	mankind.		The	
text	has	intentionally	displayed	a	repeating	pattern	of	expansion	and	contraction	to	display	
the	birthing	process	of	redemption	and	you	already	know	that	it	only	comes	through	
Abraham.		

•

Let	us	show	you	a	slide	of	the	first	30	generations	in	the	Biblical	text	to	help	you	understand	
what	we	mean:

The	human	race	starts	with	Adam	but	dramatically	widens	and	corrupts	until	the	story	
contracts	down	to	Noah	who	was	used	to	redeem	the	human	race	and	preserve	the	family	line	
that	would	produce	Israel.		This	process	was	10	generations	and,	even	through	the	ugliness,	
the	story	of	those	generations	is	beautiful	because	they	illustrate	Adonai's	redemptive	plan.

•

Then,	after	getting	off	of	the	boat,	the	hope	of	the	human	race	starts	again	in	Shem.		This	was	
the	prophecy	about	the	God	of	Shem	and	the	others	needing	to	come	into	Shem's	tent.		Then	
over	the	next	10	generations,	the	70	nations	go	dramatically	astray	and	into	rebellion.		They	
literally	ended	up	dispersed	all	over	the	world	as	the	result	of	judgment.		Now	the	story	is	
contracting	again.		It	is	contracting	down	to	a	singular	land	and	a	singular	man.		That	man	and	
that	land	are	what	the	plan	of	redemption	revolve	around.

•

In	the	coming	weeks	our	text	will	not	cover	centuries	and	10's	of	generations	at	a	time.		These	
chapters	(Genesis	1-11)	are	the	pre-history	to	the	Biblical	story.		From	chapter	12	onward,	the	
entire	focus	of	the	Bible	is	upon	the	nation	of	Israel	that	proceeds	from	Abram.		

•

Terah	became	the	father	of	Abram,	Nahor	and	Haran.	And	Haran	became	the	father	of	Lot.	
28	While	his	father	Terah	was	still	alive,	Haran	died	in	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans,	in	the	land	of	his	
birth.	29	Abram	and	Nahor	both	married.	The	name	of	Abram's	wife	was	Sarai,	and	the	
name	of	Nahor's	wife	was	Milcah;	she	was	the	daughter	of	Haran,	the	father	of	both	Milcah	
and	Iscah.	30	Now	Sarai	was	barren;	she	had	no	children.

Now,	it	is	late	and	we	have	covered	a	volume	of	information,	but	ask	yourself	why	
Abram's	wife	is	being	introduced	as	a	barren	women?		While	you	are	thinking	about	that	
let's	look	briefly	at	the	7	barren	women	named	in	the	Scripture:

•

It	is	notable	that	exactly	seven	women	in	the	Bible	are	expressly	said	to	be	barren.		The	Lord	
gave	every	one	of	them	children…	except	1,	and	that	is	Michal.		Presumably	because	of	her	
disdain	for	the	Davidic	King.		However,	engage	with	the	others.		

Sarah	was	granted	a	child	because	that	child	would	further	the	redemptive	plan	of	
God	for	Israel	and	the	world.

○

Rebekah	was	granted	a	child	because	that	child	would	further	the	redemptive	plan	of	
God	for	Israel	and	the	world.

○

Rachel	was	granted	a	child	because	that	child	would	further	the	redemptive	plan	of	
God	for	Israel	and	the	world.

This	is	the	story	of	the	first	three	Patriarchs	because	Adonai	wanted	
to	display	the	supernatural	establishment	of	the	nation	of	Israel.

◊

○

Manoah's	wife	was	granted	a	child	named	Samson	because	he	would	begin	the	
deliverance	of	Israel	from	their	enemies.

○

Hannah	was	granted	a	child	named	Samuel	because	he	would	purify	the	priesthood	
and	establish	the	line	of	the	Messianic	king.

○

Elizabeth	was	granted	a	child	named	John	the	Immerser	because	that	child	would	
prepare	Israel	for	their	reception	of	King	Jesus.

○

•

Everyone	of	these	horrific	bouts	with	barrenness	was	for	a	divine	purpose	and	ultimately	
illustrated	God's	hand	at	work	in	the	nation	of	Israel.		Today's	struggles	and	difficulties	are	
tomorrows	miracles	and	attestations	to	the	Divine	establishment	of	a	family	of	Faith.

•

Look,	while	we	are	on	the	subject,	lets	consider	the	seven	sons	that	were	named	before	their	
births:

•

Again,	these	are	men	that	all	had	a	destiny	to	serve	the	plan	of	salvation	in	some	way:
Ishmael	is	the	first	Gentile	in	the	Scripture	and	his	descendants	will	be	used	to	make	
Israel	jealous	and	many	of	those	same	descendants	will	be	grafted	in	to	Israel's	
destiny.

○

Isaac	is	the	promised	son	who	was	called	into	existence	out	of	barrenness	so	that	
Israel	could	be	born	through	him.

○

Solomon	is	the	type	of	the	Messianic	King	in	the	Millennial	reign,	who	the	nations	
streamed	to	for	wisdom.

○

Josiah	is	a	Davidic	King	in	whose	time	the	Law	of	God	was	found	again○
Cyrus	is	a	Gentile	ruler	that	God	called	into	existence	more	than	a	hundred	years	in	
advance	of	his	birth	because	he	would	help	authorize	and	fund	the	rebuilding	of	
Israel.

○

John	the	Immerser	is	the	one	who	prepared	the	way	for	Israel's	King.○
The	last	supernaturally	identified	son…	who	was	named	in	advance	of	his	arrival,	is	
Yeshua	the	King	and	Messiah	of	Israel.

○

•

We	are	going	over	these	for	no	other	reason	than	they	are	fun…	In	your	own	time,	consider	
the	meaning	of	their	names	(and	the	mothers	names	on	the	previous	slide)	as	well	as	the	
circumstances	of	their	births.		This	kind	of	homework	will	encourage	you	in	any	situation	that	
you	find	yourself	regarding	the	sovereignty	of	God	and	His	gracious	working	in	our	own	
difficulties.

•

As	we	complete	our	text	tonight,	we	want	you	to	know	that	Abram	was	chosen	out	of	the	
descendants	of	Shem	because	God	knew	he	would	lead	the	family	of	faith	by	commanding	
them	rightly	(Gen	18:19	says	that).		But,	Adonai	intentionally	allowed	his	wife	to	struggle	
through	barrenness	so	that	the	supernatural	birthing	of	Israel	would	be	clear	to	everyone	
reading	this	book.		This	was	also	true	for	the	next	two	Patriarchs…		Today's	struggles	and	
difficulties	are	tomorrows	miracles	and	attestations	to	the	Divine	establishment	of	a	family	of	
Faith!

•

*May	your	faith	cause	you	to	trust	Adonai	as	you	labor	to	advance	the	redemptive	plan	of	God	
that	hangs	upon	Israel's	salvation	and	the	inclusion	of	wayward	Gentile	nations*

Let's	finish	our	text	and	offer	concluding	remarks:

31	Terah	took	his	son	Abram,	his	grandson	Lot	son	of	Haran,	and	his	daughter-in-law	Sarai,	
the	wife	of	his	son	Abram,	and	together	they	set	out	from	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans	to	go	to	
Canaan.	But	when	they	came	to	Haran,	they	settled	there.

32	Terah	lived	205	years,	and	he	died	in	Haran.

Faith	will	always	call	you	out	of	something	and	towards	something.		This	was	true	of	Matthew	
and	his	tax	collecting	booth.		This	was	true	of	Peter	and	his	occupation	as	a	fisherman	in	
Zebedee's	boat.		This	was	true	of	Zacheaus	in	his	sycamore	fig	tree…	This	was	true	of	Abram	
and	his	residence	in	Ur	of	the	Chaldeans!		We	will	have	more	to	say	about	those	things	in	the	
coming	weeks.

•

For	now,	place	consider	errant	thoughts,	beliefs,	and	doctrines	that	you	may	need	to	leave	
behind	regarding	Israel	so	that	you	can	arrive	at	more	Biblically	sound	doctrine	that	produces	
life.		The	things	that	we	have	presented	tonight	warrant	serious	consideration	more	than	
passive	reception.		For	many	of	you,	they	are	new	thoughts	and	they	directly	challenge	your	
previous	assumptions…	that	is	good	and	it	is	how	all	living	things	grow.		Have	the	courage	to	
look	up	the	references.		Have	courage	to	engage	in	serious	Biblical	study.		Have	courage	to	do	
more	than	simply	repeat	the	shallow	axioms	handed	down	to	you	by	those	that	taught	you	in	
previous	years…	It	is	time	to	leave	Babylon,	Babylonian	thought,	Babylonian	efforts,	and	move	
in	the	direction	of	the	revelation	being	presented	to	you.

•

Our	closing	Scripture	is:	
2	Samuel	7:23-24	(NIV	1984):
23	And	who	is	like	your	people	Israel—the	one	nation	on	earth	that	God	went	out	to	redeem	
as	a	people	for	himself,	and	to	make	a	name	for	himself,	and	to	perform	great	and	awesome	
wonders	by	driving	out	nations	and	their	gods	from	before	your	people,	whom	you	redeemed	
from	Egypt?	24	You	have	established	your	people	Israel	as	your	very	own	forever,	and	you,	O	
LORD,	have	become	their	God.
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