
Good morning, Arising Church! Today is Sunday, March 15, 2026, it is a 
good day to be in the House of the Lord! I want to start off by saying it is 
truly an honor and a privilege to stand before you with my brother Rob. We 
are grateful and excited for the opportunity to bring the Word of the Lord 
together today. 
  
Rob: Share about Pastors giving us the opportunity***** 
  
Church, we could not be more well positioned by Adonai for the times we 
are living in and for the things He has prepared ahead of us. The Lord has 
been leading us faithfully through every step of the process, and where we 
are going is nothing less than the greatest expansion of the gospel that 
we've ever seen. 
  
Our body has been richly blessed with vision for this year. The Lord is 
equipping and maturing us so that we can carry out the works of service He 
has entrusted to us. But before we reveal the message that we have 
prepared for you today, we want to briefly reflect on what the Lord has 
already been speaking to us through the recent messages. 
  
Church what is this the Year of? The Sword and the Bow! 
  
(DO NOT READ) 



 
  
In this message we saw that WE as the Arising Church are called to 
embrace both the sword and the bow as two expressions of the same 
mission. The sword represents the local and immediate fight right in front of 
us, while the bow represents the far-reaching international vision God is 
giving this body.  
  
As we devote ourselves fully to the Lord, removing compromise, and 
become consecrated to his will in our daily lives, He is shaping us into the 
kind of people who can carry out His mission faithfully.  
  
Through this process, God is also teaching our body how to effectively 
minister to all people, and specifically how to bring the gospel to those we 
will encounter among Muslims and Jews. In this way, the Lord is preparing 
us to serve both as the sword nearby and the bow that reaches far for the 
expansion of His Kingdom. 
  
  



After this, we went through a 9 week series of exploring the geography of 
the Land of Israel, our Series was titled "Encountering Israel: Deepening 
convictions" 
  
Were you all blessed by these incredible messages? We know you were. 
But how tragic would it be if all we carried home were memories of traveling 
the land like casual tourists—collecting facts, snapping photos, and 
gathering souvenirs. This will not be said of the Arising Church! 
  
(DO NOT READ) 

 
  
You see this series has done far more than expand our understanding of 
the geographical landscape of Israel—it has deepened our convictions 
about the call He has placed upon our lives. Every place we explored 
carries a message, revealing the work God desires to accomplish in His 
people. We are becoming more acquainted with the delight of God, to craft 
impossibly difficult situations with the aim of causing men to rise up in the 
midst of them, and succeed with his divine aid.  
  



Church Are you ready to dive into Todays Word? The Title of Our Message 
is… 
  

 
  
Saints, as we begin this message, turn with us in your Bibles to Acts 
chapter 20. We want to start by establishing the right heart posture that we 
must possess as we move forward in the Lord’s mission. And as you’re 
turning there, say it with us: “Cup of Intercessors.” 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
Arising Church, today we will begin to unfold the theme of true intercession 
and what it is going to produce—intercession that does not end in words, 
but leads to obedient, faith‑filled action. Just as Paul declares in Acts 
20:22-24, that no obstacle will move him, because the mission is more 
precious than his own life, and church, this is the same attitude that we 
must take upon ourselves. We are going to show you 3 facets of a true and 
effective intercessor throughout the scriptures… 
  
Take a Look at this slide 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
With that in mind, let's see our first example, beginning in the Law. Turn 
with us now to Exodus 32.  
  

 
  



In Foundations, we have been learning that Moses stands as an 
intercessor and mediator between the people of Israel and God. We have 
even seen this reflected in passages like Exodus 30. As we studied the 
structure of the tabernacle and what each article represents, we saw that 
even the placement of the Golden Altar of Incense reveals God’s 
design—that the prayers of His people would continually rise before Him. 
  
We have also looked closely at the failures of the mixed multitude in the 
incident of the golden calf, where the people quickly turned aside from the 
command of the Lord and corrupted themselves. 
  
Take a Look at 
  

●​ Exodus 32:7–10 (ESV) 
[7] And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 
themselves. [8] They have turned aside quickly out of the way that 
I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf 
and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are 
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 
[9] And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and 
behold, it is a stiff-necked people. [10] Now therefore let me alone, 
that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 
them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 

  
In response to this rebellion, the judgment of God rises against them—His 
wrath ready to spill out like an overflowing cup upon the 
people…..However, It is also at this moment—when judgment is imminent 
and the people deserve destruction—that Moses steps forward as an 
intercessor.  
  

●​ Exodus 32:11–14 (ESV) 
11 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, 
why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you 
have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a 



mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent 
did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to 
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning 
anger and relent from this disaster against your people. 13 
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom 
you swore by your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it 
forever.’ ” 14 And the LORD relented from the disaster that he 
had spoken of bringing on his people. 

  
Moses does not appeal to the righteousness of the people, but instead to 
the character of God. His concern is not primarily the merit or well-being of 
the people, but that God’s promises would prove true and that His name 
would be glorified among them. This reveals something essential about 
true intercession. An intercessor is first consumed with the desire that the 
name of God would be made great and that His will would come to pass on 
the earth. 
Yet a true intercessor does not distance himself from the cost of bringing 
this about. Rather than excusing himself from the process, he willingly 
steps into it.  
  
With that in mind, let us now look at verse 30-32. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
Here Moses shows that he would rather forfeit his own eternal standing 
than see the promise of God to make His people great, fail. Remember, this 
was not Moses’ sin—he was not among those worshiping the calf. Yet 
Moses willingly identifies himself with the sin of the people and boldly asks 
to bear the cost of it.  
  
This is not new to those of you who are attending foundations, but it is 
certainly worth repeating and necessary for you to grasp if you have a 
desire to be an intercessor. Moses does not simply say "I offer my life for 
these people" but rather "blot me out of your book" or in other words 
send me to hell, suffering the judgment that they deserve. 
  
Friends, the weight of this moment cannot be lost on us. Moses’ request 
stands as a sharp rebuke to the sinful and self-preserving nature of our 
own hearts. It is almost as though Moses is asking to drink the cup of God’s 
wrath in place of the people. And in the very next verse, we see how God 
responds to such a request.  
  

●​ Exodus 32:33–35 (ESV) 



33 But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me, 
I will blot out of my book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the 
place about which I have spoken to you; behold, my angel shall go 
before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin 
upon them.”  
35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they 
made the calf, the one that Aaron made. 

  
We see in these verses God remains resolute in His judgment of the people 
and does not permit Moses to atone for their sin. Nevertheless, He 
commands Moses to go and continue leading the people forward towards 
the promise land, assuring that an angel will go ahead of them as divine 
support. Yet Moses understands that the true need of the people, that it is 
not merely guidance or assistance—it is the very presence of God 
Himself.  
  
Fully aware of this, Moses makes a further appeal to the Lord. Let us now 
look at how the Lord responds to a man who is deeply concerned for the 
honor of His name and who joins himself to the will of God, even at great 
personal cost. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
Church, what we are witnessing in these passages is Moses functioning as 
a true intercessor—and in him we are given a pattern to imitate. Even after 
Israel’s great failure, Moses does not distance himself from the people, 
leaving them in their state. Instead, he presses in closer to God, pleading to 
know His ways and to remain in His favor for the sake of the people.  
  
Moses upholds the name and mission of God above all other things, even 
at the cost of his salvation, bearing the burden of the people before the 
Lord, and refusing to move forward unless the divine support of God goes 
with them. And we will see this same heart in another man of Israel. Look 
at Deuteronomy Chapter 18 verse 15. 
  

●​ Deuteronomy 18:15 (ESV) 
15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 

  
Later on Moses promises to the people that there will be another prophet of 
Israel like him. Any guesses as to who this might be? 
  



If you said Jesus you are not wrong, rather you are ahead.  
  
We want to now go to our next example and highlight the prophet Jeremiah 
as one who effectively intercedes. 
  

 
  
The book of Jeremiah comes at a critical moment in Israel’s history. For 
generations the prophets had warned the nation to return to the Lord, yet 
the people continually hardened their hearts. By the time Jeremiah is raised 
up, they have reached a point where judgment can no longer be avoided. 
  
Yet even in the midst of this judgment, Jeremiah’s message is not only one 
of destruction—it is also one of consolation and hope. He stands before 
the people as an intercessor, calling them to submit to the righteous 
judgment of God. And within this message, God begins to reveal something 
greater—the promise of a new covenant, where He will write His law upon 
the hearts of His people. 
  
In Jeremiah 1, the word of the Lord comes to Jeremiah, and he responds, 
“I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” Like Moses before him, 



Jeremiah wrestles with feelings of inadequacy, yet God chose him not 
because he was the most talented or capable, but because he was 
obedient.  
  
Today we honor Jeremiah as one of the greatest prophets in Scripture, but 
he was not regarded that way in his own time. Because he faithfully spoke 
the word of the Lord, he endured public disgrace, great persecution, even 
to the point of despairing of life itself. Yet he cared more for the name of 
God and the Mission of God above all else, and was fully reliant on Divine 
support. 
  
Jeremiah gained little in this life except one thing—a deep nearness to the 
Lord. Being a prophet cost him greatly, but being an intercessor cost him 
everything. 
  
With that in mind, let us turn to Jeremiah 14:7 and learn from his example. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 

 
  



We found verse 7 especially remarkable. Jeremiah says, “Though our sins 
testify against us, act, LORD, for the sake of your name.” Jeremiah had 
been sent by God to warn Israel that their sin had once again filled the cup 
of God’s wrath and that judgment was about to be poured out upon them. 
Yet in his prayer he does something striking—he places himself 
among the guilty and pleads with God on behalf of the people. Like 
Moses before him, Jeremiah shows a deep concern for the name and 
mission of God above all else, faithfully interceding on behalf of the people, 
even willing to bear the burden of the people’s sin at his own expense. 
  
But interceding like this carries a tremendous weight. We begin to see the 
toll it takes on Jeremiah in chapter 15. 

  
Jeremiah 15:10 (ESV) 
10 Woe is me, my mother, that you bore me, a man of strife and 
contention to the whole land! I have not lent, nor have I borrowed, yet 
all of them curse me. 

  
In the middle of prophesying and interceding for the people, Jeremiah 
reaches a point where the burden is so heavy that he laments even being 
born. All of his labor has only brought him contempt from those he is trying 
to warn. At this moment, Jeremiah stands at a crossroads—he can either 
run from the calling because of what he feels, or draw near to the Lord for 
the strength to continue. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
Jeremiah cries out for the Lord to remember him and visit him. He recalls 
how he consumed the word of God and how it brought him great joy. He 
remembers the burning indignation within him to carry out the Lord’s will. 
And yet now he brings his heart honestly before God, revealing the deep 
tension he feels between his calling and his suffering. 
  
How many of you have felt like Jeremiah in verse 18? 
  
Why, God? Why do I still have this pain? Will you fail me? 
  
These are some of the most honest and relatable questions found in the 
Word of God. Considering the burden Jeremiah carried, they almost seem 
justified. It is as if Jeremiah is saying, “Lord, I am trying to uphold your 
name. I am trying to bear the burden of others at my own expense… but I 
don’t know if I can keep going.” 
  
However, as we continue in this progression, we see that God is not 
unaware of Jeremiah’s afflictions. Instead, He responds in a profound 



way—restoring Jeremiah’s purpose, sharpening his vision, and giving him 
the divine strength needed to continue the mission.  
  
Let's continue in vs. 19-21 
  
(READ SLIDE) 

 
  
God responds in a way that can feel quite offensive, he begins with saying 
"If you (Jeremiah) will return, I will restore you", in other words if you will 
repent. There is never an inappropriate time for God to correct you, 
knowing this can be the difference between receiving divine aid and 
missing it because of your own pride. God corrects Jeremiah and then 
begins to give him vision for going forward and a promise that he indeed is 
with him to save and deliver him. Saints we know many of you are working 
to carry out great faithful actions for the Lord, and in the midst of doing so 
let the Lord correct you, fill you with fresh vision, and bolster your walk with 
divine support. 
  
Though Jeremiah identifies with the sin of the people in chapter 14 and is 
willing to bear it for the sake of the Lord’s name, God makes clear in 



chapter 25 that Jeremiah is not the one who will drink the cup of wrath, but 
the one who must deliver it. 
  
Let's turn to Jeremiah 25  
  
(READ SLIDE) 

 
  
Jeremiah is commanded to make the nations—including Jerusalem and the 
cities of Judah—drink the cup of God’s wrath. He faithfully fulfills his role, 
prophesying against the people while also interceding for them. Yet he 
cannot drink the judgment God intends to pour out. Like Moses before him, 
Jeremiah’s prayers and actions could not atone for the people. 
Jeremiah 25 stands as a remarkable passage—one whose significance 
would be recognized nearly seventy years later by another faithful man of 
intercession. 
  
Before we go there, there is an important application for us to learn from 
Jeremiah here. Jeremiah was not afraid to speak the Lord’s judgment, 
especially when it was difficult, and at the same time he also would 
intercede for the very people he was warning. He carried both truths 



faithfully—declaring the righteous judgment of God while pleading for the 
people. 
  
Saints, we must do the same. We cannot shrink back from proclaiming 
what the Lord has spoken, but neither can we harden our hearts toward the 
people we are sent to. Like Jeremiah, we are called to uphold the word of 
the Lord and intercede for others, even when it costs us personally. 
  
And this is exactly what we see in our next example. Nearly seventy years 
later, a man named Danielreads the words of Jeremiah—and when he 
understands them, he responds in the same way: with repentance and 
intercession. Let us turn now to our third example. 
  

 
  
Daniel is living in the very time of judgment that Jeremiah prophesied about 
in Jeremiah 25. Judah has been removed from the land, now living under 
the rule of a pagan empire and surrounded by a hostile culture. Yet Daniel 
stands firm in his convictions, refuses to assimilate and defile himself. 
Instead, he chooses to stand before God as an intercessor for the sake 
of His name and for his people. 



  
Turn with us to Daniel chapter 9, verse 2. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 

 
  
The connection between Jeremiah’s prophecy and Daniel’s time is clear. 
Daniel is living in the very judgment that Jeremiah foretold—the people are 
in exile, the land has been taken, and the nation is under the rule of foreign 
powers. Yet instead of becoming bitter or compromising in a foreign land, 
Daniel responds in a different way. 
  
He humbles himself and pours himself out before the God of heaven. 
Rather than giving in to despair, or blaming others Daniel turns to the Lord 
in repentance and intercession on behalf of his people. 
  
Lets look at verses 15 and 16 to see the contents of his prayers to God. 
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
  

Like Moses and Jeremiah before him, Daniel appeals to the plan and name 
of God. He asks God to turn His wrath from Jerusalem.  He does not 
distance himself from the sin of the people, but rather lowers himself by 
saying, "we have sinned, we have done wrong." 
  
Don’t miss how clear this is! God has an overflowing cup of wrath for 
Jerusalem and Daniel stands as an intercessor who read Jeremiahs 
prophesy, and has the same desire to uphold the name and mission of God 
and bear the iniquity of his fellow man at his own expense.  
  
And Daniel was met by God with divine visions and revelations concerning 
things in his future that brought him to the end of himself. Take a look at 
this slide. Each reference is a moment in which Daniel receives revelation 
from the Lord.  
  
(DO NOT READ) 



 
  
There are many of you in this room who can relate to having a difficult 
understanding the vision from the Lord that pertains to the future. Whether 
for your family, a ministry calling, or place you will go. The answer is be like 
Daniel who is fully reliant on divine support to bring him understanding. He 
does not despair or assume the interpretation, but remains faithful, turns to 
the word, and continues cry out for understanding.  
  
We see when Daniel behaves this way, he is met with divine support in 
Chapter 10 verse 12 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
Daniel was divinely strengthened because of his intercession! Even a war 
in the heavens could not stop God aid to his servant Daniel.  
  
Now we are going to move on, but before we do, lets bring up that slide of 
the three facets of an intercessor. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
We have now shown you these attributes in Moses, Jeremiah, and Daniel. 
Men who boldly upheld the name and mission of God above all else, 
associated with the sin of people that wasn’t theirs to bear, and were fully 
reliant on divine support that would be the only thing to sustain them. All 
three are interceding through both prayer and action at a time in which the 
cup of Gods wrath is either full or presently being poured out.  
  
Its clear by now that the cup in Gods hand is a cup of wrath. To clarify the 
intention of that cup lets turn to Psalm 75 verses 7 and 8. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
The wrath of God is certainly due to Israel in the times he pours it out, but 
that doesn't stop men like Moses from seeking to atone for the sin that 
God's wrath is aimed at. There is one who would come after Moses and 
have a different relationship with cup of wrath. Lets look again at 
Deuteronomy chapter 18.  
  

●​ Deuteronomy 18:15 (ESV) 
15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 

  
Peter hyperlinks this to Jesus in Acts 3:17-22 
  
(READ SLIDE) 



 
  
Now that we have walked through the Law, Prophets, and writings you will 
be able to better behold the Prophet who would come and be like Moses. 
The true intercessor himself Jesus Christ. 
  
(READ SLIDE) 
  



 
  
Many of us have grown to associate any aversion Jesus has to the cross 
as simply due to the physical reality of death by crucifixion. We are not 
making light of that gruesome means of death our sinless savior endured, 
rather we are proposing the primary difficulty is found in verses 39 and 42. 
"If it be possible, let this cup pass from me." and again "if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, you will be done." Jesus could not stand to suffer departing 
from the father for even a moment. He is however fully committed to 
upholding the name and mission of God above all else, bearing the iniquity 
of the people at his own expense, and relying on divine support. Jesus 
drank the cup that Moses, Jeremiah, and Daniel could not, that we may 
have life. As Hebrews Chapter 7 verse 25 says: 
  

●​ Hebrews 7:25 (ESV) 
25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who 
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make 
intercession for them. 

  
The word explicitly ties Jesus life to constant intercession resulting in the 
saving of those who draw near to God through him. Intercession that is 



defined by sincere prayer resulting in selfless action marked the lives of 
many of the men of old we admire. Jesus totally and completely 
embodied it. And more than that, desires to raise up intercessors in the 
midst of impossible situations even today.  
  
Lest you think Jesus did away with this intercessory role, let us consider 
the apostle Paul in Romans chapter 9 starting in verse 1.  
  

●​ Romans 9:1-3 (ESV) 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 
bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow 
and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh. 

  
Can you not hear the echo's of Moses from Exodus 32 saying, "blot me out 
of your book?" The cup has been drunk at this point by messiah, and it is 
clearly not Paul's to drink, but the attitude Paul has is, 'My aim is to go to 
the same length as my Christ on behalf of others' A life devoted to the glory 
of Gods name results in a radical love for others at ones own expense. 
Paul knows being cut off from Christ will not accomplish this aim. But it is 
his closest expression to the magnitude of care he has for his brothers, the 
Israelites. Let us also consider Philippians chapter 1 verse 21.  
  

●​ Philippians 1:21-25 (ESV) 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose 
I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you 
all, for your progress and joy in the faith,  

  
This passage out of Philippians has taken on a whole new light to us. The 
love Paul has for Christ makes dying and being with him totally appealing. 



The only thing holding Paul from this is the necessity of ministering to and 
interceding for those God has entrusted him with. What kind of freedom 
would a belief like this produce in your life? We believe it is exactly what we 
shared at the beginning of our message out of Acts chapter 20.  
  

●​ Acts 20:22-24 (NKJV) 
22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing 
the things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy 
Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations 
await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count 
my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, 
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God. 

  
  
  
 


